
iiK'iit tliiil tlicy liiil Iti'i'ii trcjitfd iiiKst unjustly and unfairly by tlie V.

<)., tliJit \]u'.\ (lid \\i>{ intt'iid lo do unytliin,y: wrnnj;, rliiit ilicy hud sent

out tlu'ii" tii;,'s !ind ln>!i(s 1(1 tilt' lisliiii;; j,'f(»unds witfi tlr* t'idl t'Xprct i-

tit>n tluit iifcnsj's would he recfivrd in (hie I'oursr, ihal otJKM* fisluMMniMi

Imd done the sain.', and tluit llicir huts a;id tU'^-' li i I n-it hnMi st'i/."d,

altliow^h it was known tu the !•'. ( ). at the tiin«' ot'tliis si'iznip that the

ntlicr tui^rsand loat-i lisliin,' at the s mi'' t.ini!' and jdafi* had not vr-

I'civcd liL'i'nsi's : and fiiither that they liad Ii.tii led into a tiva]) hy the

antinn of the I*\ <)., who had concealed fmni tlieni the fact that theii'

licenses were not likely to he <^niMted. expressly ii order to induce

them to send out their tu^s and hoats in ji^ood faith in order that he

nii«;ht have an oj»|).»i'tuiuty of sci/ini,' them. These lepresentalioiis

havin;^ het?n inaije tithe |)ei>arlnient. the NoUles were met with tiie

answer that nuntemus complaints had hccn made a^fainst them to the

hepartment in former years, that it was stated and i»elie\ed to he the

fact that they luwl heeii convicted of violations of the Fisheries Act

ami He_i;ulations, and in short that theii- conduct in other years had

heen such as to justify tlmii" heint; treattid as outlaws, and that tliey

could expect no l(MUency whatever, even if it was ti'ue that they had

in this iiista'nce been harshly ti'eated l»y tin* 1\ (>.. and that lljeir

oji'euee was a merely technical one.

Tile iVohles sti'on,i,dy assrtrt.sd that th) stitrtiUHiits mide t> th'

Department a^^ainst them were for the most pai't j^ross slanders,that it

was untrue that they had, as cliai'^ed, pei'sistently vitdated the law and

hiuJ incited others to do the same, and that if any such charj^es had

l)een made, upon a |>uhhc investi;,Mtion they cnild satisfactorily dis

prove or explain them.

So 111) !iy and .so j^i-oss were the charjjes which had been made

aj,'ainst the Nobles in letter.s and reports to t!ie Depai-tnient, l>y the F.

(>., and perhaps by others instiijated by him and by their rivals in the

Hshiiij; busines.s, that the Dej)a»'tment felt justiKed in tnaking })ublic

by a letter (ver the si<>;natun> of .lames ilardt^e, Ks |., AcSinj,' Deputy

Ministei- of Marine and Fisheries. ad(h*e.ssetl to the "Uweu Sound

Sun ;" a series of charf^e.s, stated in such stronj^ lan^Ljua.ife and in such

general terms, that they could hardly have been justified had the

N<>bles been convicted a dozen time's foi various ofi'ences against the

f


