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I ffold perfectly Vl

outrjnoourt, deBpairinia of fimlins a favor-

,ble sito for a new eolony in a country

injoying a warmer elimate, returneil to

ort Royal. Ilis crew were sick and low-

irited, but they soon rceovered their

^ealth and spirits when they rejoined their

(jjDmrades, who listened with wonder to the

rration of the perils of that unfortunate

yaffe.

L'Escarhot appears to have been the very

(> and soul of the little eolony, for, nalu-

llyofaffenial and lively temperament,

|e never liked to see anything like ^loom and

espondency amonR liis companions. All

is efforts were directed to infuse a .spirit of

iiully feeling among the little community,

fanything occurred to damp their courage,

is fertile mind soon devised some plan of

basing away forebodings of ill. When De

IViutrincourt and his party returned in such

11 spirits from Cape Mallcl)ane, they were

et by a proce.ssion of Tritons, with Nep-

nne at their head, who saluted tlie advcn-

urers with merry songs. As they entered

the arched gate-way they saw above tlieir

heads another happy device of L'Kscarbot,

—the arms of France and the King's motto.

''/>«.< pi-otvget uiiiix," encircled with laurels,

Under this were the arms of De Monts and

De Poutrincourt, with their respective

mottos,

—

'^/Jiiltit dcu.i /lis 1/1101/ lit' Jin flit," and

"Invia virtuti ntillu est vi<i,"—also surrounded

with evergreens. L'Jiscarbot was a man
of the world, who well understood the ver-

satile character of his countrymen—how
much they were affected by surrounding

circumstances.

L'Escarbot sowed crops of wheat, rye,

and barley, in the vicinity of the fort ; he

worked night and day in a garden ; he read

prayers when the priests were unwell and
unable to olRciate ; he did more good by
his cheery manners and merry talk than all

Ihe medicine poured down by the apothe-

cary ; he was the pleasantest companion at

the festive board ; yet amid the many duties

that engrossed him, he found time for study.

The inmates of the fort—thanks to tlie

liberality of De Monts and his associates

—

were well provided with everything requi.

site to make tlium comfortable. But I'lls-

carbot's ingenious mind did not fail him,
oven in respect to the daily supply of fresh

provisions ; for he created a new order lor

the especial benelit of the principal table at

which Do Poutrincourt, himself, and tliir.

I

teen others, sat daily. These fifteen gen.

j

tlemen constituted themselves into I'Ordre

I de Bon Temps, one of whom was Grand
Master for a day, and bound to cater for the

company. Each tried, of course, to excel

the otlior in the quantity of game and fish

they were able to gather from tlie surround-

ing country, and the consequence was, Do

Poutrincourt 's tal)lo never wanted any of the

luxuries that the river or forest could

supply. At tlio dinner hour the Grand

Master, with the insignia of his order, a

costly collar around his neck, a slalf in his

hand, and a napkin on his shoulder, came

into the hall at the head of his brethren,

each of whom carried some dish. The

Indians were frequent guests at their feasts,

especially old Mend)crton, a famous Mic-

mae or Souriquois chief, who always

retained a warm attachment for the pale-

faced strangers. iSongs of /,<( /jV/Zc Fniwi'

were sung ; many a toast was drunk in

some rare vintage,—the llames flew up the

huge chimney,—tiie Indians squatted on

llie floor, laughing like the merriest French-

men. When the pipe went around—with

its lobster-like bowl and tube elaborately

worked with porcupine quills—stories wen-

told, and none excelled the Indians them-

selves in this part of the entertainment

At last when the tobacco was all exhausted,

the (fraud Ma.ster resigned his regalia of

olliee to his successor, who lost no time in

performing his duties. Thus the long winter

evenings passed in that lonely French

fort, at the verge of an untamed conti-

nent.

With the coming of spring, the colonists

commenced to build a mill, and to culti-

vate the little patches of ground they had

cleared of the " rest. They also built two

barques, using picch made by the gum of the

Ar. Well might the Indians look \vith

astonishment at the ingenuity of th^sp busy


