
A HUMBLE OPINION.
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THE CHANGES PROPOSED ARE NO “CONCESSION.”

To adopt a useful feature by one section from 
another, or in forming a union with another, cannot be 
called a " concession.” And, after the experience of 
eighty-five years in Canada, and the experiments which 
have been tried, I believe we could compile a better 
system ot Methodism than is exemplified in any one 
section of it now upon earth, a system which would 
give all reasonable consideration to the laity, combined 
with efficiency to the administration of the pastorate ; 
and a system which would afford becoming liberty to 
local courts, in all matters not infringing on connexional 
authority and unity, and yet would provide for a 
thorough central authority and supervision, which the 
exigencies and energy of a Connexion require.

LAY RIGHTS.

With these general principles laid down, I come to 
the details of their application. As to the jirst of 
these, a proper consideration to the laity, they should 
share in all the counsels of the Church, excepting what 
refers strictly to the work which is peculiarly a minister’s 
and to the character of ministers, which, so long as the 
laity are tried by a jury of their own peers, should be 
canvassed by ministers alone, not prohibiting charges 
to be preferred by laymen, of course. Personally, I 
do not attach so much importance to this particular as 
some, for I would be quite as willing to be tried by 
laymen as ministers, in expectation of quite as just or 
lenient a verdict ; but the majority of all the 
ministers in the older branches of Methodism do not
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