vi. PREFACE.

low pressure river steamboats, also of the telegraph, telephone,
and fire-engine arrangements, will, I hope, prove of general
interest. Possibly in no one thing is the difference between the
English and the Americans so marked, as in our respective rail-
road arrangements, and as this is a subject in which so many
take an interest, I hope the reader will forgive the large
amount of space I have devoted to it, and things incidental
thereto, such as the American system of jobbing railroad
tickets, known as ¢ Scalping.” Should any of my readers be

contemplating taking a trip across the Atlantic themselves, the

information on the above subjects, together with that concern-

ing the hotel accommodation and charges, the time occupied on
various journeys, fares, &c., will, I trust, prove of advantage
to them.

Some of the illustrations have appeared previously in
¢ Picturesque America " ; and are reproduced here by permissicn
of the publishers of that work.

A word of explanation ought perhaps to be given with regard
to the title selected for this book. Sometimes a very small thing
is capable of causing a great amount of vexation. The two
things that annoyed our Tourist, more possibly than anything

else, were, the great nuisance he found it, to be encumbered




