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1 do flot see a great degree of social change occurring as a
result of this amendment. This. document does flot bring the
justice system back to playing its traditional role within society
which is to protect society from those who commit crimes
against our property and members of our society.

Mr. John Mlaloney (Erie): Madam Speaker. I am honoured to
rise in the House this evening to speak on Bill C-37, an act to
amend the Young Offenders Act. The bill reflects our keeping of
our promise made to Canadians in the red book under the titie
"Sale homes and sale streets".

Before I proceed with my presentation, 1 would like to give
some personal background on where I amn coming from and the
perspective 1 sec this from. 1 am the father of five children ages 8
to 18. 1 have been a minor sports coach and in my former life was
on thc school advisory committee.

1 have had a lot of interrelationships with Uic youth of our
country. 1 have two brothers-in-law who are police officers. 1
have discussed with them Uieir problems and frustrations in
dealing wiUi young offenders. 1 have some sympathy for Uieir
positions.

I arn a lawyer who lrom time to tinie was in youth court
balancing Uic riglrts of our youth with the necessity oflprotecting
our society. As a member of Parliament 1 bac! to campaign. 1 met
a lot of people whose main issue was the Young Offenders Act
and Uic abuses thereof. Since becoming a member and being
elected, 1 have deait with numerous letters on this subject.

On last May 6, 1 hosted two families here in Ottawa. Their
names were thc Racine family and Uic Pinard family. ibis was
flot a happy event. The reason for their visit was Uic presentation
of a petition to this House with 55,000 signatures requesting that
the Young Offenders Act be tightened Up.

One of the positive aspects of the previous act
alternative measures program. 1 had one situation whert
I 3-year old was charged with shoplîfting. The forma
was theft under $1 ,000 for a $1 .50 tube of lipstick. She,
bad kid. She was a very good academic, sang in the choi
good parents.

The aspect of being picked up, chargcd, finge
photographed and treated as a criminal had a very
effect on Uiis child. The alternative measures progran
thc judge in Uic circumstances to give an altemnate dispc
community service. This child will flot corne before the
again. I amn assured of Uiat. She has learned ber lesson.'
one positive aspect of thc act.

Incarceration should be thc hast consideration of au
when sentencing Uic children in youth court for lesser (
Community service, counselling and restitution shoul
mainstays of our youUi court sentences.

I applaud thc minister for recognizing that lact anIlf
a part of his amendments. Offences of a violent nature,1
nature, are another story. Our government's approach.
phase approach. In my opinion our government is acti
sively in response and is reflecting Uic requests and! dcli
citizens Uiat Uic legisiation be readdressed.
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We must now deal with thc immcdiacy of
obvious probhems arc being addressed ini Uic
Uic House. A more comprehensive study w
Uirough Uic flU, again responding to Uic elect
involvement. Witnesses will be heard beforc
bate will take place and! very considere'! amen
wil bc considered.

I wouhd hike to comment on certain parts of 1
particularly catch my attention. The increas
murder from five years to ten years is certainl)
direction. It really was a mockery to have a
17-year-old couic! commit Uic offence of nu
receive a maximum of five years.

We can appreciate why people today have li
Young Offenders Act. With these new lonlge
will certainly be protection of Uic public a]
rehabilitation of youUis. We wilh aiso have grc
latter period of their sentences.

Another situation is Uic rei
17 v'ear olds chareed of vic
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