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I recommend a free vote on all gun control provisions in the 
bill, especially the sections relating to implementation of the 
universal registration system.

[English]

I have a few comments before asking a question of the 
member opposite who just spoke. He made some reference to 
aboriginal people being treated exactly the same as the rest of 
Canadians, with which I agree on certain issues. However the 
hon. member will understand that the aboriginal people in the 
country are the only people who hunt as a way of life. They have 
always hunted.

I recommend a delay in implementation of universal registra
tion systems to see if increased sanctions and new criminal 
offences, that is the crime controls proposed by the Liberal 
government and Reform, are effective in reducing violent crime.

I recommend the inclusion of a sunset clause amendment that 
would automatically repeal any gun control provision that is not 
effective in reducing violent crime or approving public safety.

• (1540)

I would like to quote Voltaire who said: “Prejudice is what 
fools will choose for reason”. That is basically what the hon. 
member is saying in refusing to recognize the fact that we have 
always been here, longer than anybody else, and we have always 
hunted. We still hunt to this day. When people arrived after us 
we helped them to settle in.

Finally, I have a message for seven million gun owners in 
Canada. They should not give up. The fight for the kind of 
Canada we all want to live in has begun in earnest. I encourage 
them to write letters to both federal and provincial politicians. 
They should send petitions to their MPs, write letters to the 
editor, phone in to hotline radio and television shows, get 
involved in a political party that best represents their views and 
help to organize and attend rallies. Whatever you do— As an aboriginal person I have some very strong feelings 

about the issue of hunting and about the issue of gun control. I 
think by and large Canadian people as a whole support some 
form of gun control. I believe, unlike the hon. member, that the 
majority of Canadians support the gun control measures being 
put forward by the Minister of Justice.

The Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The member may have 
forgotten that all his remarks are supposed to go to whoever is in 
the Chair. I would invite him to do so for the remainder of his 
talk.

As an aboriginal person I view guns and rifles as having one 
use other than military and law enforcement, that is hunting. I 
have absolutely no use for handguns. Nobody can convince me 
that we need handguns. Basically they are used to kill people. 
Nobody can convince me that there is a useful reason for 
automatics. We are not going to hunt with automatics. Some 
semi-automatics may be used for hunting, but by and large most 
semi-automatics should not be used for hunting. If persons are 
using semi-automatics for hunting it means they do not have 
enough confidence in themselves to use a bolt action rifle which 
shoots one bullet at a time and then they have to reload.

Mr. Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville): Mr. Speaker, my apol
ogies. I get involved and forget.

My advice is not to break the law of the land but to work to 
change it by all legal means possible. Bad laws can be repealed 
if a truly democratic party is in power. If we have the support of 
the majority of Canadians we can do it.

I fear a government that will not listen to the people a lot more 
than I fear a law-abiding citizen with a gun. In conclusion I 
would like to move the following motion:

That all the words after the word “that” be deleted and the following 
substituted therefor:

This House decline to give second reading to Bill C-68, an act respecting 
firearms and other weapons, because the principle of establishing a system for 
licensing and registration of all firearms and the principle of creating a variety 
of offences are two unrelated issues that should be addressed separately.

It has been proven through various polls that most Canadians 
support some form of gun control. I read in the paper some time 
ago that a member of the Reform Party conducted a poll and 
found that 67 per cent of his constituents supported the gun 
control measures being put forward today. However that hon. 
member would still vote against gun control.

I submit this motion to the House. Reform members have been shouting from the rooftops that 
theirs is a grassroots organization. They find that the grassroots 
support gun control but they will not listen to the grassroots; 
they will vote their conscience even against the grassroots 
people. That seems to be hypocrisy if we are talking about 
democracy and grassroots. The majority of the grassroots 
people say they want gun control measures put in place but 
Reform members do not think that way.

The Deputy Speaker: The Chair will reserve on the motion 
while it is being brought forward. We will deal with questions 
and comments while the motion is being looked at.

Mr. Jack Iyerak Anawak (Parliamentary Secretary to 
Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, 
Lib.):

Reform Party members should come clean and decide whether 
they will vote in favour of what the majority of Canadians want[Editor’s Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut.J


