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APPENDIX

FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL
MINISTERIAL MEETING

For immediate release
10th December, 1971.

1. The North Atlantic Council met in Ministerial Session
in Brussels on 9th and 10th December, 1971. Foreign and
Defence Ministers were present.

2. Ministers stressed that their governments would con-
tinue to pursue their long-standing objectives of achiev-
ing, through a genuine relaxation of tensions, a just and
lasting peace and stability in Europe. They recalled that
since the creation of the Alliance over twenty years ago
the treaty area has been free of armed conflict and that
under existing international conditions the North Atlantic
Treaty remains indispensable for the security of member
States.

3. Ministers examined the international situation and
expressed their deep concern over the tragic events in
Southern Asia. It is their fervent hope that hostilities
between India and Pakistan will give way to an early and
peaceful solution of all aspects of the conflict.

4. Turning to developments in and around Europe,
including the Mediterranean, Ministers reviewed the
status of the various initiatives undertaken or supported
by the Allies and assessed the results of the numerous
bilateral contacts between the Allies and other European
states.

5. Ministers noted the effects which continuing difficul-
ties in trade and monetary policy could have, among other
things, on the state of the Alliance. They were encouraged
by the various efforts underway in other fora to remedy
these difficulties in the economic sphere. The Ministers
decided to keep this matter under continuing review.

6. Ministers took note with satisfaction of the signature,
on 3rd September, 1971, of the Quadripartite Agreement
on Berlin. They also noted that the German arrangements
to implement and supplement the Quadripartite Agree-
ment now appear to be nearing completion, and that, once
these arrangements have been concluded, the Govern-
ments of France, the United Kingdom and the United
States would be prepared to sign forthwith the final
Quadripartite Protocol which would bring the complete
Berlin Agreement into effect. Ministers expressed the
hope that this would soon be achieved.

7. Ministers viewed this emerging Agreement as an
important and encouraging development. Once completed
and in effect, the Agreement should bring about practical
improvements, while maintaining the Quadripartite status

of Berlin and the rights and responsibilities of France, the
United Kingdom, the United States and the Soviet Union
with regard to Berlin and Germany as a whole. Specifical-
ly, Ministers noted that movement of civilian persons and
goods between the Federal Republic of Germany and the
Western Sectors of Berlin will then be unimpeded, and
that the residents of the Western Sectors will be able to
visit East Berlin and the GDR. Ministers also welcomed
the assurance in the Quadripartite Agreement that the
ties between the Federal Republic of Germany and the
Western Sectors of Berlin will be maintained and
developed.

8. Ministers considered that achievement of the Berlin
Agreement would also demonstrate that, with a construc-
tive attitude on all sides, it should be possible to reach
reasonable solutions between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the German Democratic Republic which
take into account the special situation in Germany. Minis-
ters took the view that this example would encourage
progress on other problems in Europe.

9. Ministers recalled that at their meeting in Lisbon they
declared their readiness to undertake multilateral conver-
sations intended to lead to a Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe as soon as the negotiations on
Berlin had reached a successful conclusion. In the light of
the encouraging developments referred to above they
affirmed their readiness to initiate such conversations on
this basis as soon as possible.

10. In this perspective, they propose to intensify their
preparations and their bilateral contacts with other inter-
ested parties.

11. Ministers also took note of the invitation of the
Finnish Government to the effect that heads of mission of
the countries concerned accredited in Helsinki should
undertake multilateral conversations. They stated that
their Governments appreciated this initiative and that
they will keep in touch with the Finnish Government in
order to consult on this matter.

12. Ministers considered that a Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe should not serve to perpetu-
ate the post-war division of Europe but rather should
contribute to reconciliation and co-operation between the
participating states by initiating a process of reducing the
barriers that still exist. Therefore, Ministers reaffirmed
that the Conference should address in a concrete manner
the underlying causes of tension in Europe and the basic
principles which should govern relations among states
irrespective of political and social systems.
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