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saiary in 1944. How cao the minister .iustify
this further inease of $1,000 for the commis-
sion.ers, and at the same time justify an
increase of $12 a month to a veteran? Under
the proposed new scale a totally disabled
veteran will receive the huge sum of 81,044 a
year; and I would remind you, Mr. Speaker,
that wben the pension board declares a veteran
a eue biundred per cent disability hie lias to
be practicaiiy dead. Yet here we are going to
give the commissioners another $1,000, which
is only $44 a year less than flhc total amount
we give a one bundred per cent disability pen-
sioner. 1 thirk the bouse will be much
interestcd in an.y explanation. the minister cao
give *iusifying this increase, in view of the
increase granted in 1945 and aiso in, viewv of
the miserly increase given the disabled
veterans.

Thiere are many matters whicb wili corne
before tbe veterans affairs committee. I wishi
t.o mention only oe, wbich was also mentioned
by the minister today, when hie referred to
certain remares made by the hion. member
for Vancouver South ('Mr. Green) as te the
pre-enlistment condition. The minister ques-
ýtioned tbc figures tbe hon. member put on
Hansard shcwing that some 85,000 Youngc
Canadians who were taken in as fit and dis-
charged as unfit we;-e unable to qualify for pen-
sions. The minister thougbt that figure was
wroug. That may be so, but 1 stili say te
the minister that tbere are far too rnany
veterans who were discbarged becau-e of di-
ability but wbo are flot in receipt cf pension-
because tbe officiais cf the pension board have
ruled that fbey wece suffering Irom pre-cîîlist-
ment disabilities wk.icb tbc medical offleers
were nlot able to find on enlistment. I wvould
mention also tbe reaction of many applicants
te tbe manner in wbicbi tbey ivere freated
wbien applying for pensions. It seems to me
every vcteran is entitied to every considoration
from the officiais of the pension board. A
vet,2ran 5 bould net bc shoved around and
treated as a Jead swing-er. In far foo manv
cases bbc veteran cornos back from a pension
board bearing embittered by bi-s treaf ment, futll
of resentmenrt over the tccbnicaiitics thaf, bave
been raiscd against bim, angry because no
notice bias been taken cf the reports or findings
cf bis family doctor or bbc local ýmedicai
representafive of tbe board; and even wberc
a pension is granted, in many cases bbe amount
is a mere pittance andi fot a preper recomipeose
as far as tbe disabilify is concernied. The
people cf Canada are most anxious ýtbat evcr 'y
veteran entitled te a pension sbouid get one,
and at a proper rate.

tMNr. White (Hiastiings-Peterborough). i

I was very glad te hear wbab the minister
had to say on the saine point because, as I
mentioned a moment ago, the public are net
satisfied with bbe small inerease in tbe basic
pension. In every case bbe veteran should
have the benefit of the doubt, which hie -does
net receive today. H1e sbeuld be -treated with
respect and dignity in deference te the great
service lie bias rendered Canada. I repeat that
we of this party approve the legion brief,
w]îich proposes a basic rate cf 8100 per montb
for ene hundred per cent disability.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I would
especiaily appeal to ail veteran membcrs ef
thiS boeuse. irrespective cf their partx' allegiance,
and remind them that tbey bave a special duty
te pcrform te tbeir former comrades. Today
tbcv are in a position cf responsibility and have
it witbin their power to sec tbat a further
increase in the basic rate is granted the
veterans. I wouid remind tbem that veterans
do not recog-nize race, colour, creed or politi-
cal party . Ail vcterans belong to the samne
fratornity. Let us wbo bave these responsi-
bilities net fail our for-mer comradcs wbomi we
were so glad to bave at our sidc in flic days
wben the going was very fough. And
rernember, wc may nced cvcryv ef cran igaîn
in the not f00 far' distant future.

M\r. G. H. CASTLEDEN (Yorkton) : Mr.
Spae.this is a bilil f0 amiend tbe Pcen-îou

Act; to aufborize. amiong otlici- tbings, an
inerease in the baý,ic rate of pension; te make
statuforY certain incrreases ii flic salaries of tbe
pension commissioners and efbcr officiaI-.. and
in one or two mincir details te make changes
wlib tlic minisfcr lias said will increase tbe
efficienc 'v and wipe eut somti of tbe deficiencies
of tbe old art.

'l'îe emergýencv of the present situation de-
rnii thiat flie xetern affairs coinrittce get
f0 w oit aud that tbis biouse do soruefbing witb
iesped tof incrcasing pens.ions as raiîy as

po-i7e W are trvîng te co-operate in
get ting iiii bill uc fore ihe veferans committee
in c chr thla t th liev ma., v ina ke fli i report te
h ie lioiýc and flic bill 1111v beconme lau'. so that

fl(ic M people ýwilI bave zonie relief. 1 helieve
cx eryonc recegnizes fuis cmcergoncv. I tbink
the people of Canada generihiy have been

crtoa f tlîc goveriiin fer it. faihuro to act
rapidly in fbis mnatter. The î'apid increasc in
tbe cosf of living, particularhv in the hast fhree
,-ears. lias made if almost impessible for a
veteran in roceipt of a pension te carry en. But
in1 our baste f0 get this leilation flîrougb 1
thine the lîcuse and the cominitfee rnius be
careful te se bliat tbe amotinfs te be paid are
adequafe, te, sec tînt they wi!l really do the


