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customs tariff from one to three per cent, had
rnised ail existing duties higher hy two per
cent. May I say to my hon. friend that the
eifect of this increase will be rto make stili
more difficuit trade between this country and
Cther parts of the British Empire and other
portions of the world. As the Minister of
Finance well knows, the present rate of duty
is prohibitive on a very large number of
articles, and on those on which it is not pro-
haibitive this increase of three per cent wili
have the eifect of making trade practicaliy
prohibitive.

This is May 24, known as Empire day,
Victoria day. I dcsire to make a special
appeal to the minister and the ministry on
this En-pire day on behaif cf trade within the
empire, and te request the minister to con-
sider faveurably cxempting, se far as this se
calicd excise tax is conccrned, ail cemmodi-
tics ceming into Canada from any other part
cf the British Empire. That would be extend-
in- a preference cf at least three per cent te
ailFthe other parts cf the Britislh Empire upon
gcods imported t hcrcfrom into Canadaî. It
wouild net lcai te env grcat inflow cf coin-
modities, hccause there wouId stili remeain the
vcry high duties wvhich have already been
iiinpesed against Great Britain and the other
dominions by the icsscning cf the preference
wlîich lias teken place since the present admin-
istration lias cerne inte office. Coming on the
eve cf '(he Irperial economir confcrence, it
weul(i bc a gesture which would go very fer
in thc way cf indicating an attitude cf
ippreech. of good wviII, which migh.t have very
valueble effects when the conference meets in
this City.

The Minister cf Finance bas intimated thet
this tex is intended fer revenue purposes. As
1 said yesterday, it really is a tax which wiIi
have the effeet cf lessening the revenue that
is now bein-. obtined from goods that corne
inte Canada from other countries, because it
%vill make stili more difficuit the importation of
goods. He can derive revenue only upon cern-
modities which enter ibis country. Further-
more, it is a Vax upon the Canadian people;
the consumera in Canada are the cnes whc
wiIi have te bear. I imagine, the whoie burden
cf the tax. I do net think any foreign coun-
try or any ether part cf the British Empire
wilI bear any appreciable portion cf it; it
wiii be just one more burden added te those
which the already cverburdened taxpayers
in this country have te bear.

May 1 take advantage cf speaking at the
moment on this subject cf customs duties te
say te xny hon. friend that if the Imp)erial
conference is te result in any increase cf
trade between the different parts of the Brit-
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iSh Empire, it wiii net be by mereiy taking
cne, two, three or four per cent off soe cf
the eii'eady existng high rates cf duty, and
leaving duties that are stili very largrly, if
net whcily, prohibitive. It wviil cniy bc by
the government realizing that trade is what
tbis country needs at the presenit time and
that trade te any appreciabie extent cani take
place cnîy as there is both import and expert
trade. The laVe Rigbt Hon. Joseph Chamber-
lain, who was a strong advocate and by some
designated the father cf certain forma cf pro-
posed preference within the empire, as long, as
tbirty years age, made very clear what he
had in mird cencerning the advanVages, te
inter-empire trade, and in other respects,
which, wvculd accrue frern the preference, and
how alone those advantages could be obteined.
I shahl read just one statement made by
the laVe Mr. Chamberlain, which has an
important bcaring- upon what I am now di~-
eussing, and more particuiarly upon what the
gever.-ment wviil bave very carefuily te con-
aider in connectien witb the ferthcoming
Imperiýal ecenomnie conference. The state-
ment svas made in 1902 and is as fellows:

'llevr'vvaluable experience which we bavedorjved frein the hjatorv of the Cenadian tariff
liieWs tiiet. wiiile we cmav miost readiiy ami

iJii)st gratefuidI' accept frein v*on eny preference
wlhich ),en inay lie wiiiing voiîintariiy te accordi
te us. wve canniot bergain witiî yo for it, v
(ailiiet puy13 3cîî for it, unielcs yen go inucl,
furtiier and enebie us te enter yeur home~
market on terins cf greater equaiity. .. Se
lonîg as a preferentiai tarif., ev-en a muiinificent
preference, is stiii sufficienty pretective te
exciude ns altogetmer, or neariy se, frein your
markets, it is ne satisfaction ýte us that veu
have imposed even greater disability upon *the
saine goods if they coine fromi foreign markets.

That statement is as applicable te condi-
tions te-day as it was et the time it was made
by the laVe Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. If mv
hon. friends hope te encourage trade between
different parts cf the empire, and particularly
between Great Britain and Canada, as we on
this side ail hope they may succeed in doing.
tbey will have te abandon their so-called
'Canada first" policy, based as it is upen the
idea that ne gcods are te cerne inte this
country which can be preduced or manu-
fiictured heme, and tliat the only preference
which will be given wili he one over and
above a tariff which is sufficiently high te
prevent any kind cf cempetition with goeds
that are predîîced or manufactured in Can-
ada. Because there is a wholeseme element
cf cempetition, it dees net mean that the
industries cf this country are thereby going
te suifer. It rather means that they wvill have
te put on an extra spurt, and in the end prob-
ably be more efficient then they otherwise


