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to sit down to the examination. the discus- was beinîg made on the other side of the
sion, and the revision of a tariff, consisting of line, in the way of the lessening of duties, or
from nine hundred to a thousand items, and otherwise, which miglit tend to increase
preparing the revision for subnission to 'that trade on their part. in order that we
this House. I an glad the hon. leader of ilniglit reciprocate by similar legislation on
the Opposition was good enough to read toi our part. I think that no reproach could
the House the statement which I made On Dhave been more fair and more unanswerable
this subjeet In anotier place-I think ati than that which would have come from the
the Board of Trade banquet in Toronto in! other side if we had asked the House to deal
the year 1892. On that occasion I made the with thlis whole subjeet in ignorance of the
statement that it would be proper to delay i views of Congress, and liad prorogued the
the revision of the tariff until sone indica- House to wait another year before a single
tion had been given of the policy which step could have been made towards an en-
would be pursued in another country ; and largement of the trade between the two
while lion. gentlemen opposite may make. countries, if any such step is to be taken.
miierry with the phrase about looking tO Ihope the hon. leader of the Opposition will
Washington. and all that, we adhere still to not suspect me of disrepect for him, for the
the business principle, as we regard it, that speech which lie has delivered to the House
no sensible Government would undertake te to-day. if. in :addition to taking strong issue
revise its own tariff, seeing that a neighbour· j with hlim as to the condition of the country
ing country was engaged in the same opera' ;1at the present tinie, I shall venture to
tion, until it had some opportunity of observ.;i suggest to the louse that that speech ex-
ing the progress of events there, knowing hibited a marked tone of dissat.isfaction. a
tlhat the revision of the tariff there in pro. I note of profound discontent with the exist-
gress will affect all the business transac- ieng state of afYairs, and an unwillingness to
tions and operations of this country foi' be pleased with any phase of public affairs.
the next few years at least. It iay be that 1And more, Sir. it exhibited an unwillingness
before we enter upon the discussion of ticat1 to be pleased with any phase of public affairs
subject in this House, the measure will not! in this country. Why. the hon. gentleman
be completed in the othier country ; but, Sir- made merry over t'e deliberations of the
we shall have done the best we could ; we Ministers who went to a meeting in Montreal
shall have delayed as far as possible-not te! to receive a number of deputations there.
look for an example to the other country, not ! and who went afterwards to the Maritime
to look there for guidance as to the tariff Provinces and there received deputations
we ought to make for Canada, but for in- likewise. He made it a matter of com-
formation on a matter of pure and solid l plaint that these gentlemen should have
business which this House will shortly have 1 excluded the press wlien these deputations
to undertake. Let nie remind the House i were received. and afterwards, in attempting
further of the statement we have made in 1 to define what wa.s taking place in those
previous sessions, and have also made iln secret councils. the hon. gentleian treated
discussing this matter sometines throughout'i us to an extract from Shakespeare to show
this country. that it was our desire to meet ' how absurd the whole transaction was. i
the Government of the United States and do not so regard ihiese conferences. It lias
the legislature of that country, as far been customary. ever since I knew anything
as we consistently could - consistently of publie affairs-and I amn sure it was culs-
with regard to our revenue, and con- tomary when lion. gentlemen opposite ruled
sistently with regard to the principles on -to receive deputations who desired to pre-
which our tariff is based, and the preserva- sent their views, whether with regard ta
tion of those principles. -We were anxious trade or anything else, without the proceed-
to meet with good-will any propositions ings being reported in the press. Such is
which the Government of the United States generally the wish of gentlemei connected
would be willing to make, or which Cougress: withî business w-ho conie upon deputations
might be willing to make. in favour of the relating to their affairs. It is not always.
enhancement of the trade between the two or y- any means common. that thie desi.re for
colntries. Would it not have been a vio- reserve and to avoid publicity comes from
lation of that idea-a violation of that prin- any nefarious design upon their part. or any
ciple, a violation of that offer of good-will, desire to sereen tlîemselvcl froni publie in-
which was no more 'ordially stated by us. estigation ai criticis be eof any-
thau pressed- upon us by the Oppo.sition- ing they îve tococeal. But it fre-
if we had undertaken to convene the House quently dopq happen that gentlemen have
and bring down a tariff regardless alto- tuattors to diswuss ii coîiection with their
gether of what the nelghîbouring country own lusiness transactions. in connection wlth
miglht do ? Surely, Sir, if we were sinéere.the tof those business
as I ean assure the House we were, in offer- hinay have been inisrepresented. or wlth
ing, by any means within our power. and regard to t exenditure of capital involved
consistently with the Interests which I have in their enterprise. which It Is not always
mentioned. to take measures to Increase the c.umîvnient to have renorted in the news-
trade between these two countries, the least pane press. T thiîîk tit even tiat depu-
we Coulil do w-as to watt to sep nt progr-ens tation wlic iwent to tne FinawiteMin-
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