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before, the Security Council of the United Nations should be the body res-
ponsible for receiving reports from the International Commission of Control
and Supervision or its members and determining what, if any, action is re-
quired. Reluctantly, we are prepared to acknowledge that this solution is
not practicable in the present situation but we must have some acceptable
substitute . In any event, Canada .considers that the Secretary General of
the United Nations who has been invited to this .conference by the United
States and the Democratic• Republic of Viet Nam on behalf of the parties to
the agreement would provide the most appropriate and effective channel for
receiving and transmitting the views of the International Commission . He
is present here not only as the principal public servant of the world, but
as representative of the worldâ concern at the decades of warfare in Viet-
Nam . His obviously disinterested position fits him uniquely for this task .
I should make it clear that I do not propose that the Secretary-General as-
sume any responsibility either in this capacity or on behalf .of the United
Nations for action consequent upon his transmission of information received
from the Internaional Commission during the interim period of its involvement
in Viet Nam. If however it is agreed that the membership of this conference
constitutes the continuing political authority to which the International
Commission of Control and Supervision should report, the Secretary-General
should in our view also be vested with the task of reconvening the conference
when requested to do so on whatever basis we may here decide . I would like
to circulate and table a resolution which could cover the kind of arrangement
I have in mind .

My government is well aware of the problems that a vacancy in the
International Commission of Control and Supervision could create and would,
in practice, do whatever it could to avoid that situation arising . But we
should not be asked to watch in silence a resumption of hostilities nor to
accept direct responsibility for all the consequences that could ensue if we
felt duty-bound to report .to the world that the agreement has been seriously
breached.

We will work to find a solution that would meet our reasonable
requirements . We are willing to examine any proposal that offers any chance
of meeting our point . This is one of the reasons why, at the very beginning
of the conference, I am putting forward a resolution that would best meet our
requirements and we hope it will be given the most serious consideration . Al-
though this is only one of a number of factors in our decision-making, we shall
examine the results of this conference with the greatest care and in the light
of the information we have received from our delegation in Viet Nam . Should
we decide as a result of our study of the ourcome of this conference and o f
our experience up to now, that we must terminate our membership on the International
Commission of Control and Supervision, we would so inform all the intereste d
parties that at the end of the sixty days for which we undertook to serve, that
is, on March 30, Canada would cease to be a member of the International
Commission of Control and Supervision. At the same time, however, we would
declare our willingness, if all the parties signatory to the agreement so
desired, to remain in place and act as a member until April 30, 1973, or such
earlier date as a new member could be agreed upon by the signatories and take
our place.
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