The Secretary of State for External Affaiis, the
Horourable litchell Sharp, today signed an Arreenent betiieen
Canade and Denmark respecting the Darish fishery ir Canaca's
territorial sea and fishing zones.

The Agreement was negotiated at meetin s ir. Ottawe
in February ard June last year under the leadership of J.
‘Alan Beesley, Leral Adviser to the Department of Exterral
Affairs for the Canadian side and under the leadership of
Iir. V. MeIlquham Schmidt, Deputy Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs for the Danish side. A list of the
delegates is annexed hereto.

The Agreement, which comes into force at once, is
included in an exchanre of Notes signed by the Secretary
of State for External Affairs and the Danish Amtassador, His
Excellency A. Bogh Andersen. It talies into account the June
1970 amendments to the Territorial Sea and Fishing Zones
et of Canada whereby the breadth of Canada’s territorial
sea was extended from 3 to 12 miles and the basis was laid

for the establishment of exclusive Canadian fishing zones in cer-

tain special_ bodies of vater off Canada's east anc_west coasts.
These special bodies of water, including the Gulf of St.

Lawrence, were enclosed by fisheries closing lires which cane
irto force on liarch 10, 1971.

Under the Apreement, Danish fishing vessels fror
the Faroe Islands terminated their fishing operatiorn in
Carada's territorial sea on January 1, 1972. Faroese
fishermen may continue, however, to fish in the Gulfl of
St. Lawrence until January 1, 1975 and thereafter for a
further period under licerce which expires in the case of
trawlers on liay 15, 1976 ard in the case of lon:liners
on December 31, 1976 . Faroese vessels may continue to fish
for porbeagle sharks in the Gulf until the end of 1974 and
thereafter on the basis of a licence to be issued by tue
Caradian authorities with provision for the ternnination of
these licences by the Canadian authorities.

The Agreement, which recognizes Canadian juris-
diction in the areas in question was concluded in a construc-
tive and co-operative spirit and will assist the Government-
of Canada in its efforts to protect the fishery off Canada's
east coast.
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