with more sirmple and concrete matters such as the "tropical tuna", "pink
salmon problems™ and the f;te éf the "Polar Bear"..

A former United States Ambassador to Ottawa'noted. in a gpeech that
his govermment had cast 10.,000 votes in international conferences in 1963, We
“have not been abie to spare the time to make a count in Ottawa, but it ha;s
often seemsd that way to us tool '
| What is the reason for this explosion in 1nterhational bodies and
conferences? It springs from the changing values of our era and the ecoorplish-
ments of science and technology. United Nations activities reflect the constant
interaction of the domestic and international spheres of interest, the effects
of which may be felt increasingly within member nations, The specialized
agencies, together with the United Natibns, are developiﬁg & "éomon law of
mankind® through a ne.twork of bodies dealing with a wids range of econordc
and social problens,

There are, of course, no organs in our present world order which can
lagislate changes in domestic lews, Nevertheless the resolutions, acts and
conventions adopted by these bodies do often serve as standards of conduct
and guides for international action, The range in interest and responsibility
in international bodies is increasingly cormparsble to that of national
parliamsnts,

. Among 81l the activities which characterize the present period in
international affairs, the provision of substantial developrent assistance and
of other forms of economic ud to help close the gap between the richer and
poorer countries is of one of the two or three most irportant. Its irportance
can be seen not only in terms of the universal objectives of a more steble,
prosperous and peaceful world but also in terms of the fulfillment of national
foreign policy objectives, |

In my own work as Secretary of State for External Affairs, since I
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