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From fthe stand point of civil society, fthe process lcading to fthe Summit and the FTAA is
fundamentally flawed and problematic. The 1994 Sumii was a great public rclations event:- ihcraldrd a new cra of equiIy, growtb, and sustainable development However, under flie rhctoric
of the Sumrnit, we can perceiwe the creation of a new inter-Amezican systemn, designod to suit
the begemonic ncds of tlie US and those of large transnational corporations and financial
capital. Canada, in general tenis, bas also been foliowing policies fliat rcspond to tlie ncds of
corporate capital, disregarding thec broader inferests of Canadian civi socicfty.

A new coniplex system of centre-pcriphMi relations is being crcatcd wbich generates
tremendous social imbalances and mncquality. Politîcally, we must recognize flie advance of
democratiiation since military regimes have been replaced by elected civilian govemments.
Ncvcrthless, fthe current systin of liberal democracy enhanccs very narrowly conccived
econoinic regts; moreov.wer ist a ecar lack of accountability in fthe way in which thec trade
agreements arc ncgotiatcd and implcmentccL Indced, thes e deficiencies talcen togeflier have
produced an infonnal institutionality in wbich fthc interests of civil socicty arc confronted with
flic cites' nccds for legitiuiation. Thus, fthc efforts across the Amneicas ta gencrate a democrafic
legitination, ironically, go baud in baud wifh social marginalizafiou.

For civil socicty, flic mcanzing of ifs incorporation la different since it includes other
coniponcuts that are derived from ethical and moral norma. The road to a bef er future in flie
herniaphere ia to creafe democratic spaces for participaton, and flic first sfep is f open Up flic
process of flic Suuinit and tlic negotafion of a FTAA. W. MMs croate integratoz froi flicboffom up and not simply fron the top down. Otlierwise, we face a new order which la flot
sustainable.
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On integrat ion, and sustainablify.
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