PACIFIC SCIENCE CONFERENCE: Canada will be
- “renresented by a strong delegation of scien-
tists at the Seventh Pacific Science Congress,
which is to be held under the auspices of tl?e
"Royal Society of New Zealand by the Pacif:_.c
Science Association, 2-23 February, 1549, it
was announced December 22 by the National Re-
search Council at Ottawa.
Head of the delegation from Canada will be
L'r. G.M. Shrum, of the University of British
Columbia, Vencouver, B.C. Leputy head of the
Canadian delegation and responsible for the
selection of the scientific pavers to be pres-

cnced by e delepstes gt M. RapkiRi-
fector 6f the Division of Anplied Biology,

Netional Research Council, Dttawa.
pacific Science Congresses have for their
" murpose two main cbjects: (a) To initiate gnd
promote co-operation in the study of scienflf-
ic oroblems relating to the Pacific region,
more particularly those affecting the well-
being of Pacific peonles; (b) To strengthen
the bonds of peace emong Pacific peoples by
promoting 2 feelirs of brotherbood among the
scientists of al! “acific countries.

FORMER CONGRESSES

Congresses have been held in Honolulu,
1620; Australia, 1923; Japan, 1926; Java,
1929, Canada (Victoria and Vancouver), 15§33;
United States (California), 1938. It had been
intended to hold the Seventh Congress in the
thilippines in 1541 or :.~Z but this of course
was impossible and the series had to be dis-
continued until more favourable conditions
prevailed. New Zealand has now invited the
Pacific Science Association tc held its Sev-
enth Congress in that country in February
1949,

The Seventh Congress is being orgenized in
ten Divisions: 1. Ceology and Georhysics, 2.
Meteorology, 3. QOceanography and Marine Bi-
ology, 4. Zoology, 5. Botany, 6. Soil Re-
sources, Forestry and Agriculture, 7. Anthro-
pology, 8. Public Health and Nutrition, S.
Social Sciences, and 10. Crganization of Re-
search. Plans are being made for symposia in
each Tivision on broad general subjects as
well as for papers on more specific themes.

Members of Canada's delegation will present
napers on Canadian subjects pertaining to the
work of each of the ten Ilivisions. About eighty
Canadisn papers are being vrrepared.

vhile all members of the Canadian delega-

tion are being sponsored by the federal Gov-
ernment as official delegates, their travel-
ling expenses are being met from various
sources that are interested in being repre-
sented, and in some instances delegates are
paying their own way.

" " Those who have been appointed to be members
of the Canadian delegation to the Seventh Pa-
cific Science Congress in New Zealand are:
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Head of the Delegation:

Dr. G.M. Shrum, Head of the Department of
Physics, University of British Ooluml:?ia, Van-
couver, B.C., and a member of the National Re-
search Council of Canada. .

eputy Head of the Delegation: o
Lepl::'y W.H. Cool:, Iirector of the iivision of

" applied Biology, National Research Council of

Canada, Cttawa, Ont,

Other Members of the Delegation: o
Dr. E.S. Archibald, Director, Tominion Ex-

perimental Farms Service, Department of Agri-
" culture, Ctrawa, Cnt.

Dr. T.%.M. Cameron, Lirector of the Insti-
tute of Parasitology, McGill University, Mac-
donald College, P.Q.

[r. Nea) M. Carter, Director, Pacific Fish-
eries Experimental Station, Fisheries Research

" Board of Canada, Vancouver, B.C.

Lr. W.A. Clemens, Head of the Department of
Zoology, University of Fritish Columbia, me-
couver, B.C.: and a member of the Fisheries
Research Board of Canada.

Cr. %.E. Cockfield, Geological Survey of

. Canada, Lepartment of Mines and Resources,

Vancouver, E.C.

Lr. Pierre Lansereau, Biogeographical Serv-
ice, University of Montreal, Montreal, P.Q.

[r. R.E. Foerster, iiirector of the Biolog-
;cal Station of the Fisheries Research Board
of Canada, Nanaimo, B.C.

)r-. EA Hodgs__on. Assistant Dominion Astron- -

omer, Cepartment of Mines and Resources, Ot-
tawa, {nt. _ .

‘ Dr. %.C. Honner, Commercial Secretary. for

" Canada, Sydney, Australia.

Dr. D.G. Laird, Professor of Agronomy,
University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
B.C.. '

Mr. Andrew Thomson, Chief of the Dominion
Meteorological Service, Department of Trans-
port, Toronto, Cnt. .

Cr. J.P. Tully, Oceanographer in Charge,
Pacific Cceanographic Group. of the Joint Com-
mittee on Oceanography, Pacific Biological
Station, Nanaimo, B.C.

Ir. W.E. van Steenburgh, Research Adviser,
Science Service, Department of Agriculture,
Qttawa, Ont.

¢

. London, H.M.C.S.

TRAINING CRUISES: Two officers and 23 men of
the Royal Canadian Navy (Reserve) are to fly
from Montreal to Bermuda on December 29 to
join three ships of the Royal Navy for three-
month training cruises in the Caribbean, South
Atlentic end Gulf of Mexico.

“The group will be drawn from H.M.C.S. "York",
Toronto naval division, H.M.C.S. ‘Prevost’,
‘Hunter ‘, Windsor; H.M.C.S.
*Carleton®, Ottawa, and H.M.C.S. "Scotian",
Halifax. Officer in charge will be Lieut. J.E.
Trusler, R.C.N. {R) (Retired), of Toronto.

The ships inwhich they will make the cruise
are the cruiser H.M.S. "Glasgow", the sloop
E.M.S. "Snipe" and the frigate H.M.S. "Bighbury
Eay". .

The "Glasgow" will leave Bermuda Jenuary 3
and will call at such points as Rio de Janei-
ro, Buenos Aires,
Trinidad, before returning on April 5. H.M.S.
"Snipe" leaves Bermuda on the same date but
will follow a different route, among her stop-
ping points being St. 'Thomas, in the Virgin
Islands, theFrench island of Martinique, Trin-
idad, Cayenne, in French Guiana, Paramaribo;,
the island of Demarara and Kingston, Jamaica.

The "Bigbury Eay" is scheduled to sail Jan-
uary 1 apd will call at ports in the West
Indies, Central America, Texas, Louisiana and
Florida.

_ROYAL 'CANADIAN NAVY:- 1948: Cruises to the
sub-Arctic and semi-tropics, the largest peace-
time reserve training program in R.C.N. histo-
ry, the commissioning of H.M.C.S.. "™Magnifi-
cent”, the naval air station H.M.C.S. "Sheai-
water", and the Canadian-built Tribal class
destroyer, H.M.C.S. "Athabaskan", were among
the notable events written into the history of
the Royal Canadian Navy in 1948.

A preliminary snnouncement that a new type
of anti-submarine escort vessel was to be con-
structed in Canadian shipyards was made in
November.  This craft will possess the speed,
mandeuverability and equipment reguired to
make it capable of dealing with the fast types
of submarine.

Also due to be built in Canada is a large,
modern icebreaker whose duties, in addition to
the ones in which she will nommally be employ-
ed, will include the servicing of far northemn
weather stations. :

Early in the year, units of the Atlantic
and Pacific fleets made their annual spring
cruise and met in the Caribbeen for intensive
manoeuvres and exercises. In September, ships
of the R.C.N. for the first time penetrated
Hudson Bay. And in mid-October the largest
group of Canadian warships to put to sea since
the end of the: Second World War sailed from
Esquimalt on a month-long cruise to Pearl Haz-
bor, in the Hawaiian Islands.

From May to October the R.C.N. engaged in

the Falkland Islands and .

. the training of spproximately 2, 500 officers
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and men of the naval reserve, with activities
reaching their peak in July and August. Two-
week reserve training cruises to such Atlantic
points as Burmuda, Boston and Charlottetown,
and San Francisco, Seattle and Prince Rupert
on the Pacific side, were.carried out almost
continuously during .the five-month period and
rolled up an impressive total of more than
60,000 sea miles.

In addition, training wds given on fresh
water. H.M.C.S. "Portage", an Algerine escort
and the largest class of warship capable of
navigating the locks, sailed from Halifax to
the head of the Lakes in June and provided
training facilities for personnel of inland

. naval divisions unti] well into August.

——

ADIAN ARMY - 1948: The year 1948 was a
usy and highly successful one for the Cana-
dian Ammy.

Important among a number of changes was the
switchover of the Princess Patricia's Canadian
l-i_%ht Infantry from a straight out-and-out
infantry unit to an airborne battalion. An-
other was the launching of a huge $30 million
nationwide housing project for married members
of the Armed Forces. Still another was the un-
precedented step-up in winter warfare training
for all ranks of the Army, both Active and
Reserve.

The "Pats" learned that they had been se-
lected as Canada’s first peacetime paratroopers
last August when Major-General C.C. Mapn, CEE,
D3O, flew west to give members of the famed
unit the word. They volunteered immediately,
almost to a man. Training is in two distinct
phases: first in parachute and second in air-
transport. At Year's end, many members of the
"Pats™ have qualified for their wings and
others are now undergoing training at Rivers.

Construction of living quarters - mostly at
isolated stations - for married members of the
Armed Forces and their families was accelerat-
ed with two years program being completed in a
single year. o

For what is possibly the first time in
peacetime Canadian Army history, Reserve Force
soldiers find themselves training alongside
members of the Active Army at a series of win-
ter training camps set up across the country.

At Churchill, the Army has been busy find-
ing ways of making the business of keeping
alive in the Arctic easier.

Emphasis has been placed on "cold weather"
training of soldiers, both Active and Reserve.
" The foregoing, however, are only incidental
highlights of a really big year which, among
other things saw the opening, for the first
time on a tri-service basis, of the Royal Mil-
itary College at Kingston, Ont., the Royal
Roads at Esquimalt, B.C., as the Canadian
Joint Services Cadet Colléges; the lowering of
the enlistment age to 17 years and lowering of
the educational requirement for enlistment,
the continued development of co-operative ar-
rengements with Britain and the United States,
and a further increase in pay and allowances
for almost all ranks of the Army.



