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ENHANCED REPRESENTATION INITIATIVE

Canada’s fall 2002 Speech from the Throne called for an increase in our country’s consular presence across
the United States in order to expand fair and secure trade and commerce.

Shortly thereafter, the February 2003 budget identified funding for an initiative designed to bolster the
Government of Canada’s ability to promote advocacy and business development in the United States within

the context of an increasingly integrated North American economy.

Less than a year later, the Enhanced Representation Initiative was introduced. The ERI enables Canada to take
advantage of opportunities and innovations in the U.S. market, while recognizing emerging geographic centres
of political and economic power in the south and southwest. Defending Canada’s existing interests, increasing
business development and investment, and attracting science and technology (objectives thar are all critical
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to Canadian prosperity) require resources on the ground to build effective market intelligence networks and

relationships with influential players.
Reflecting a “whole of government” approach, the ERI is a horizontal partnership of eight fede re-

ments and agencies. Joining the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade are Agriculture
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