
Convention on Protecrtion of Children end
Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Recognizing that the chid, for the fuil and harmonious development of his or herpersonality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happines,love end understanding,

Recalling that each State should take, as a mauter of priority, appropriate measâres taenable the child ta remain in the care of his or her family of origin,

Recogniz;ng that intercountry adoption may offer the advantage of a permanent familyto a child for whomn a suitabie family cannot be found in his or her State of origin,
Canvinced of the necessity ta take measures to ensure that intercountry adoptions aremade in the best interests of the child and with respect for Nis or her fundamentairights, and ta prevent the abduction, the sale 0f, or traffic in children,

Desiring to establish common provisions to this effeat, taking into account theprinciples set forth in international instruments, in particular the United NationsConvention on the Rights of the Child. of 20 November 1989, and the United NationsDeclaration on Social and Legal Principles relating ta the Protection and Welfare ofChildren, with Special Reference to Faster Placement and Adoption Nationally andInternationally <General Assembly Resolution 41/85, of 3 December 1986),
Have agreed upon the following provisions -

CHAPTER I - SCOPE 0F THE CONVENTION

Article 1

The abjects of the present Convention are -

a Io' establish safeguards ta ensure that intercauntry adoptions tae place in the bestintereats of the child and with respect for his or her fundamental rights as recognized ininternational lsw;

b to establish a system of co-operatian smongst Contracting States to ensure thatthose safeguards are respected and thereby prevent the abductioun, the sale of, ortraffic in children;

c ta secure the recognition in Contracting States of adoptions made in accordance
with the Convention..


