
STATEIMFNT ON IRAQ-IRAN WAR AND FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION IN THE GULF

We agree.that new and concerted international efforts

are urgently required to help bring the Iraq-Iran war to an end.
We favotir the earliest possible negotiated end to the war with
the territorial integrity and independence of both Iraq and Iran
intact. Both countries have suffered grievously f rom this long
and tragic war. Neighbouring countries are threatened with the
possible spread of the conflict. We call once more upon both
parties to negotiate an immediate end of the war. We strongly

support the mediation efforts of the United Nations

Secretary-General and urge the adoption of just and effective

measures by the UN Security Council. With these objectives in
mind, we reaffirm that the principle of freedom of navigation in
the Gulf is of paramount importance for us and for others and
must be upheld. The free flow of oil and other traffic through
the Strait of*Hormuz must continue unimpeded.

We pledge to continue to consult on ways to pursue

these important goals effectively.
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