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Nineteen-ninety-seven marks a new stage in relations between Canada and Europe. Five hundred years after 
Giovanni Caboto began our permanent ties by clàiming Newfoundland for England's King Henry VII, the 
European Union-Canada Political Declaration and Action Plan strengthens and modernizes our relationship. 

, 

Signed in Ottawa on December 17, 1996, the Action  Plan  builds on more thà'n 20 years of formal co-operation , 	, 
agreements. It emphasizes today's challenges: 

›-Expanding trade  and inestment relations; 	 +- 
>Increasing joint action on shared foreign policy and security priorities; 
>-Enhancing c,o-operati6n on global issues sue' h as the envirOnment and contolling organizie crime; 
>Development of the inforrnatiOn hig,hwa; an ' 
›,-Fostering educational, cultural, sCieritific;business and people-to-people links. 

As European Commission Vice President Sir I«.,&;n Brittan rioted,.:The.Political Declaration and Action Plan are 

Prime Minister Jean Chrétien shakes hands with European Commission Vice President 
Sir Leon Brittan and Irish Prime Minister and President Of the European Council John Bruton 
after the signing of the European Union-Canada Political Declaration and Action Plan. 

Canada was an active participant at the 1996 G-7 Summit, held in Lyon, France. 
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