
Taklng into account differences in culture and tradi.
tions, thie use of English in Slrgapore varies f rom its
use. in Canada. Procdts and servces aliould, threfore,
be describe1 in as concretp terms as possible. Abstrac-
tions5, particuIarly descriptive terms suach as "'good",
should be avolded as they often mean sornething differ-
ent to a Singaporean tharn to a Ganadian.

Slngapore's Import fRegulations

Most goods are permitted intto Singapore itnder an open
general licence witthout a specific validated licence or
prior perm~ission,. Certain comroodities includiflQ rice,
sugar, certain air-conditionirig machines, chlorin>., some
medicinal products, and motor vehicles, as weil as
goods originating in Albania, Cuba, Czechoslovakia,
East Qermany. L.aos, Vietnamn, South Africa, and the
Peope's Rapublic of Mongolia, are subject to specific
import llcensing. Special permits from the relevant
Singapore govemnmerit departT'ent muet be obtalned for
goods such as animais and plants, certain chermkais,
tobacco and cçigarettes, lquor and petroleum. Pharma-
ceuticalsandor chemicals, food products, arri and
explosives, andt a number of other goods requir>. addt-
tionat endorsent f rom the appropriate safety, health,
or envtronmefltal auttiority. Finatty, the Import of fire-
crackers, cigarette lightrs tin the shape of a gun, and
play currency notes and coins is prohibiteci.

Singapore historically has been an entrepôt with rtuties
levted on only a few goods for revenue purposes. Out
of 2 200 ite.ms flsted in the trade classificationl, approxi-
mateiy 8 per cent are subjeot to import duty. These
items are alcoolic boverages, tobacco and petroleum
produtss clothtrtg, certain foodi prodcts, cosmetics,
tires, cars, air condltlons, television sets, and a few
ottier goods.
The Singapore system o f t.rtf fs is based on the
Customs Co-operatiofl Counit Nomenclature. Approxi-
mately two flfths of the duttes are levled on a parcan-
tage bastsan ot wo f ifths on an adt valor<em basis,
depending on whlch i J higher. Advalorem, based on
the Singapore customs open-markt value, is the c.i.f.
value of goods plus cost (1 per cent of c.i.. vluie to
cover liandling and most pth>.r icildental expenses> for
imports dtrectly f rpn manufcturers or supptters, or
c4if value plus> cs and agent c.ommission for imports
marte through an agent.
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