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there will be no peace in Europe. We shall merely pass from one crisis
to another and see one country after another attacked by methods
which have now become familiar to us in their sickening technique.
We are resolved that these methods must come to an end. If, out
of the struggle, we again re-establish on the world the rules of good
faith and the renunciation of force, why then even the sacrifices that
will be entailed upon us will find their fullest justification.”

XVI

The message given to the German Minister for Foreign Affairs
by His Majesty’s Ambassador at 9.40 p.m. on the 1st of
September, 1939.

‘On instructions of His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs I have the honour to make the following commumca—
tion:

Early this morning the German Chancellor issued a proclamation
to the German army which indicated clearly that he was about to
attack Poland.

Information which has reached His Majesty’s Government in the
United Kingdom and the French Government indicates that German

troops have crossed the Polish frontier and that attacks upon Polish

towns are proceeding.

In these circumstances, it appears to the Governments of the United
Kingdom and France that by their action the German Government
have created conditions (viz. an aggressive act of force against Poland
threatening the independence of Poland) which call for the implemen-
tation by the Governments of United Kingdom and France of the under-
taking to Poland to come to her assistance.

I am accordingly to inform Your Excellency that unless the
German Government are prepared to give His Majesty’s Government
satisfactory assurances that the German Government have suspended
all aggressive action against Poland and are prepared promptly to
withdraw their forces from Polish territory, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom will thhout hesitation fulfil their obliga-
tions to Poland.”



