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LOYS, Caunts o! Ter-
raina, maouutad ber horse
sud rode forth ta sel
ans adventure. Over sAshirt a! chain-mail she
vore a fumle af visite
clatis, ricbly embrai.

El dared ; ber isasen sud
*;o r cloak e vre green, sud

s0 vas bier feathared
cap; ase vas armed
vils 6vard sud dagger.

Wltis ber glovinig checks sud ardent eyas,
ber fair short curIe, fi moutis, sud eager
chie, aise Iooked like a brava yauug
knlgist, uew-voved ta tisa service o! (lad.

Yet, truh te, tell, no isoly quasI lu-
splred tbis errsut lady, unleýs a dasira ta
taka tise Kiugdom af Love hy storm ha
ana. Suie vas vitisaut miale idudred, sud
ber couasallors told bier that sas muet wed
balimas or riale the lues a! ber richi fief o!
Terraine, upan whicislber more powerful
nailishrs cast covetaus eyee. Tiserafare,
on lier tventlelis birtbday, ase bad
publlcly vowed ta bier people that wisst-
s0 ever aultor for bier baud could suc-
ceed ln maldng baer ai ber frce vill leneel
ta hlm shauld share vils ber the tisrone
cl lier anclaut suzerainty, sud hae ber ba-
lacvai lord.

Sa mucis faiti did ase place lu bier
pride,

Tise rumor veut ouI aver brad Frauce
tisat a fair lady sud bier isaritage vera ta
ba voni ou Ibis ligisI condition, sud mauy
great nsoblesansd famous kuigis came
ta, try thisai fortune vitsliser, but wera
sent crest-fallen avay. A year passai
slavi>'; thse ceres of state lay iseavil>'
ou bar reslss spirit, bier ceelle valls
grew 10<> straiglit for bar, sud she langed
ta seekler fate like e mn lu tise world
oi men. Early on s May' mornlng, tisen,
dld s rida forth alane fromn Obateau
Beaupré, noue dreaming thal ase vould
pesa tise isounde of ber wide demsusne.

Miel hang lu tisa valle>'. like thme veil
river a spell-bound sleeper, but the truant
Coantesa plungai tbroughis Ilieedleasly,
ber borse's isoofa waklng faiut ecisoes as
shie madea for thme bills. At noontide ase
reachefi the village o! Bas-Pierre, near ber
frontiera, drawlng rein lu tise market-
plaewere the pasants crowded round
ber, recoignizlng ber vith ansasement great
as if smne gfdaesB lied came dovu emong
tises. Oua msu seemai ta valais lier
straugel>' fromt ieneath lowering brava,
but visai lier eyas fell ou liim lie turuefi
avay.

louiely lu bis impregnable eyrie, had fired
ber imnagination, se vith a quickened
puisa she aularefi tise darle fore"t of Pays
Durasse. Birds a! pre>' screamad lu the
branchas ovarbeafi, sud often thara vas a
stir o! soe vild isast lu tise under-
gravIs, vile tisa rougli patis vouud upý
vards, hacomlng et limas almoat impasR.
able. Suniset faîl befare ase vas avare,
but as bier beart bagan ta fail baer tise
treas tinncd out sud ceasefi, sud lier
horse resrad up, snortlng, upon tise brinle
af a deep clait iuftie bille. Far babyw a
torrent raed sud foad slong its bied ai
black houlders, sud ons tise fartiser aide ils
precipitous walls rase ta a lait>' peale o!
rock crowued b>' su saient fortrass, witis
s black bauner fiaating from. île topmast
turret like a pirate-craft afloat lu the ses
o! glar>' af tisa western sky.

Alaya drev e long breatis, kuowlng this
for tise goal ai bar endeavors; but, as
she garai su Châftesu Durasse iu vondar,

thise vas s scurky beisind bier, sud,
looking round, she caugist a brief glimpe
o! Sir Fulke's kuava. lIdo, lu tise set ai
tbroving s great dlols over ber bead.
Hlluded sud etiled b y tise tbick folde, sec
vas draggad struggllng f romi bier horse
sud ber aukias vere bouud ; then ase faît
isersèl! litef b>' feet aud shouldars sud
carriefi througis an endiess mare o! dsrk-
nase until ase evooned.

When) iser sensas returned, tise Lady
Âioys vas lying su a pallat befi under a
aseepîkin rug, lu a dungeon ligstai b>' a
single taper lu s scanca ai atone. A
trestle table besie lier bora a basin o!
stesming braIs sud s bounk of black braad,
sud being bungry she ate esgerly. Tisus
refresliaf ste set isersal! la hat againat
flic heavy door vits tise bill; a! bier sword
sud ta about loudly ; but no asaer cama,
sud et langtb, lired out, ase lay dlovn ta
sleep. Wheu she awoke, a shait o f sun-
liglit vas slresmuiug tbrougis a nsrrow
loopisole bigis up near tise roof, sud ou tha
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She shook her head with a puzzled air.
"One night I est unchallengefi ainon

tse gueats at fest in your halls, and be-,h eld how You fiouted the Prince of
Navarre. 'fSe,' thought I. here le the lady
who would learu how to kneel to a man

-cunt 1 teach bar ?' The saints have
auswered my prayers."1

"Il Kueel to you ? Net if You bade
yeuxr etaiuars cas me living int that
abys-not if You vowed to restore me te
Beaupré iu hoor il,

Ha amiled inacrutably. "lWe saîal sec.
Lat US now return to your cisamber,
where You may ponder the Inattar at
leisure. 1 grieva to offer a noble lady
such rough cheer, but if your men besiega
US we shall suifer woree thinga ere they
have doue."

The Coantess's heart sank, but ber
preud hseart dii nlot bow, and in silence
she follawed ber gao]er baek through the
empty, ecbaiug passages to ber dungeon,
wbere he locked ber in sud left ber until
the'same isour next morning.

Next day ahe awolte out of a heavy
sleep witb a start of terror, to ind bis
gigantin figure standing beside ber in full
ermaIr, with the wlngless eagle-crest Sur-
mouunting bis trou belm. Leaniug on a<
great cross-bilted sword that seemed a
relie from crusading days, he gszed at
ber with inacrutable eyes.

"Rise, lady," said ha courteounsly; I
wait without your door till ýyou aummon

Shie bastened to uisle rady, wondering
wisat this migbit partend, sud wben sbe
haid called hilm be led ber by new ways
across tise broad extent of the castle.
ushering ber out et last upon tbe batis-
ments, sud bidding ber go forward to tbe
reýmparts elone. Afar off sbne beiseld s
swaruî of archers snd men-at-arms striving
ta make goad their faotholdl upen the pre-
cipitous hilîsides, dragging et guns and
beavy alege-engines; for wisicb they cauld
fiud no place. lier kniihts sud aquires
were assemisled before the deep crevasse
franlting the drswhridge, eudasvoriug by
meLaus of tsunts sud exacratlous to pro-
voke the garrison to answer them. Tbey
ail hoauted for jo>' et sight of their liege
lady aud made cager signa ta, ber, en-
deavoring ta leamn how ste fared, but sbe
could ouI>' bold out ber srms ta tisem lu
vain longing, while tise tears rau dowu
ber cheeks uuchecked.

Anon Sir Fulke advanced te bar aide,
turnîng a des! ear to the roar of execrk-
tion that greeted hlm, sud looklug serenely
forth ou bis iseaiegers. The Osutees
tuirned ta hlma In fur>' aithis moakery of
ber pawer.

"Base, recreaut knigist, false ta your
vows of chivalr>', do you dread ta mecet
mny men lu fair fia>' that yen siselter bc-
hiuid these iubuman waîls lika a wlld
beast lu ia lairt? Offer them baffle ou
e qual tenus, and let mny body be tise prize
af the issue!"

"I thougbtit v as your desire ta, lmeel
ta a in, Lady Aloys. HIave yau nol
lesrnad yauir lesson 1"

"I unrdersîsufi not. I-kneei ta you 1"
"le it yeur wll that blond be shed?"

hie glrilly inquired. "Doat choose tbat
thiese walîs you rlgbtly dub inisumuan
sbauld open tire on yuur men, wbo cannot
repl>' ta iti"

"Coward I Anm I ta, dia lu your bauds?"
shec cried iu iseipless wrath.

'"Yoc sballi pot die." Hae smliled, wltb
a lo in bis eyes that made ber checksa
riame. "If 1 can~at birlg you ta your
lenees it seerns tisa 1 muet even rasart ta
mine, sud sa vin free freim Ibis Impasse.
Ilere iu the face of ail these wituesses do
I mnake my plea. Lady, 1 mneasit not visat
I sa-id. On a ligiter condition you may

tbe affaira o! my serante. You Meay came
sud ga as you please."

Rie rose. ta bis feat witb the air of s
king resumîng bis majest>', sud the
Oouutess'e spirit hat against hinm lika
thse waves of the sas, recoiling broken frona
bis rock>' indifference. Ha lied a wisite
nspkin like s. penuon, ta bis lance sud
beld it above the remparts. A great
sbout vent up, sud the men o! Terralue
ceased their valu Ishore.

711ll Yeu deigu te follow me, ladyY"
ssid he witb exsggeated dafareuce, sud
lad ber by devions ways ta tise base o!
the fartreas lier wonder grev aI lis
seamingl>' deserted state. The silence Of
thse dead rignefi everywhera; grass g=ebetweu te stelles oi the pavement,au
dustlaîy lika a pall on tha worm-este)
furniture. The great doora staod ajar, sud
the>' passed hetwean than. lot a court-
yard witb walle of great heigist aud thice-
eass, joining et an angle with the taver
wbich conunandad the road o! approsch.
liera a hsndful of men vere assembled,
golng 'leisurel>' about thair duties; ana
was leading a great black charger up sud
down, another vas palishing armer;on
scarred vetersu tinkered et the lack of a
braken musket, sud suotiser vas cuttin.-
81row-s;hsfts. The kuave Udo peared out
over tbe waîl from tise top o! s ladder,
and an old womian slopped about wlth molp
sud buçket. There wera less than a dozen
ail laild.

"MNY garrisan," said Sir l"ulke wits a
meignifleent gesture. "Baldwin, opan the
glase."

Hler bore vas brought, sud, spurning
bisý assistance, se spranig ta tise ssddle
sud pased the gares, fallavadl by Sur
Fulke on hie blac~k charger. Over tise
drawbridge sise rude sîsue ta meet ber
men, wha welcomied ber vits besrty jo>',
buit made manaring gasturas towards tise
linge figure standing motionlass under the
fravning arobva>', until she farbade them,
explaining the termes o! bier ralesse.

Whien ail isad turuied ta descend the
steepI hilîsida, lesving him ta, bis louaI>'
triumrph, of a sndden the Countess viselel
bar horse sud rode bacle, leaplng upan the
drawbrldge s lresdy it svuug s foot lu
air. Iu fiusbed daflance sise ceas bier green
glova clowu bafara Sir Fulke, visa, vllb
a knightly salutation, dismounted and
raised itI, pîacing il lu bis helm like a
gage.

III accept yaur challenge, Countese
Alays, sund wiil cama te, do battle againet
Yeu au yaur owu termes, vhen you yull.
On waa field, 1 voudar, sail aur quarrel1
ha tried?"

"I keep the list.s for you aI OhAteai;
Batupre in three <laya," sisa answered
proudly . "I neafi uo champion ta avenga
me for vour insulte, Sir Eagle. being val
practised lu arme."

"May' Ieaven defend mal" hae cried,
reinlng bacle bis harase, aud vlts au iran
claugar tise porteullis fell.

The CaunteseR, upan galning ber spart-
mente aflar a sharp, silent ride, sunmaued
ber tirewoman, Berta, s dark-browad,
isarsh-festured girl, very tacituru, aud for
this resn a favorite vits ber mistrens
who cared litle for vomen'. cisatter.

"low long have ysu been witb me?"*
she înqulrad, looklng coldly upon baer vith
stcly b lue eyes.

'Somte fiva mouthes, madame."
"Whence camne you Y"
"Fromn Durasse des Rochers, visera 1

served tise Lady Haermnue la Noir are she
diad."

"Why vas 1 flot talfi ai it?"
"Tise vas littia lisa t 1 deamed vauld


