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must greatly facilitate treaty-makiricg when
the faroigon nation cafi feol that whatevor
agrornent iay Le reached threugli mutual
concessions can bc regarded as flot, subject
te rejuetion hy any authonity belîind or
aheve that of tie agent or the Geverunient
xvbich hie ropresonts. Practically the (lues-
tien îuay not have inuch ineaning under aur
respensible syctein, iîmasniiuclî as the Geýv-
erninent'c foiiowers may usually ho relied
on ta support it in citrryiing eut its engage-
mont4, while it wouid net ho easy, under
any circucuistances, te persuade the mem-
bers af an Opposition that they were under
any obligations in the inatter. Yet it is
conceivahie that an Administration, having
becomie canvinced after negaciating a treaty
that, it had made a inistako, ittiglit take
advantage of the provision for the ratitica-
tien af Parlianiont as a ieaîs af escape
front the canscquences af thoîr iack af judg-
ment. One thing, however, is iikely ta be
iearned front the presenit case. Future
Administrations will ho vtry likely ta kcep
in close communication with their agent or
commrissioner and sce ta it that ho dccc not
bind thon> to cejditieus whicb they have
flot carcfully con-sidered anti approved.
The course taken by the Ministor cf Fi-
nance, at the previaus c sesion, iluales it
pretty clear tliat that precautiail xvaq ot
sutliciently observtcl througlîeîit in thée
negatiation of the treaty noW iii qu(stien.

Thle proniise cf the Atlantic steakilship
subsitly is utimloultedly a beld i-tep. Th i-c -
quarti rs of a million cf dollars is a large
soin fer live milliens cf people, net ever-
wealthy, to pay every year te a cingle1
steanîiship company. Tho intercolenliai
niegotiatienis inay ho carried en cautiaucly
and at lei8ure. 'hoi Frenchi Treaty mnay be
Il detiouncod,' if C'anada is feunid to be get-
ting the worst of the bargain. - But the su-
sidy once veted muet ho paid year by year,
so long as the Comnpany fultils its part of
the cacîtract, wbatever înay ho the state of
the excîmequer or the reemtsf of the experi-
ment. The Canadian Pacifie Itailway wasj
a stili balder experiment, yet few would
now bo willing .ta pranounce it, a mistake
or a failure, howover many inay regret that
the interests af the people were flot more
carefuily guarded and conserved. There is
a striking sirniiarity between the arguments
by wlîich that great enterprise was sup-
ported and opposed and those uscd in regard
to the ccibsidy. Nor can it ho said that,
howcer prend we may Le of the raiiway,
it bac thus fer heen a marked succems so far
as the, niin rcason for iÉs construction, the
promotion of immigration and the 8ettie-
mient cf the ,reat prairies, is concerned.
Lt is impassible tliat a great btic aimi cf
travcl, inucl less af traffie, cati ho directed
acrase the continent without the ccuntry
thraogb, whicb it passes being benetitted, at
least at certain points, ta a cansiderable ex-
tent. Yet there is roan for very seriaus
qnostion whether the extent of such hene-
fits can roasonabiy he expected ta ho such
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as ta juctify an enarineu8 oxpenditure te
procure thon. We can canceive of a strang
argumtent heing made ta prove that, the use
of ý750O,000 a year in camle carefully stud-
ied, direct. way fer the oeueg.tn f
agriculture and other industries throiighaut,
the Dominion toiiglît dio more fer the pîromo-
tien of immigration and settlement than the

fast oceaci service can pasgihly de. lIt
iit net ho feund ea8y to ancwer satisfac-

toriiy the piactical question cf the farmer

or utechanie, or even of the manufacturer or
niercliant, who should ask far denionstration
in regard ta the particular return ho iight
expoot; for hie share in the increaced taxa-
tian required for the payment of the euh-
sidy.

On the whle, hawever, we cenfess ta a
preferonce fan the haid policy. The Mother
CJountry, whose oxperionce in such nattons
je ai the higbest possible value, seens ta ho
strangly in favaur af the subsidizing of
acoan steainsbipe as the nîost effective means
of proîmîoting commerce. If the new ar-
rangement should ho even madorately stie-

cessful in attnacting travel ta the Canadian
transcontinental route, the effect cati hardly
fail ta bie ta brin- aur ccuntry, with ail ite
undeveleped i'eceurces and passihilities, mare
proiniently hefore the Eurepeain warid.
Our great wamîtc arc capital acîd populatieon.
\Ve, as patriatic Canadians, are persuadecl
that, ail that is nieedeci ici order ta abtaici

theo in ever increacig proportions, mc a
botter knowh dge cf what or country liac
te c.tfer ici the way of iîîducemnt, Th eh
nosv roui,ý, if fainly patronizedi, xviii cIo more
than any'tlin,, c se cf whiol wve cari ceai
c(ive, te diifuse iueli kiîawedge.,e

()ne tlimmiii, a'e w thinit, aîîd we, have ne
doub ltchat vcry niany cf aur reaclers wii ho
cf the samine opinion, ta o cl eeply regnitted.
Tme refusai cf the (iovcrumîient. ta adapt th(c

sugg~tioi, hat it sbould, as a conîdition cf
granting s0 imagnificent, a subcidy, insist on

retainimîg santie c ifectual cemîtral cf tlîe
freiglit. rates, wae surely a grave, albniost a
fatal mictako. What more reasonable con-
dition caulcl Le exactcd î The Finance
Minister's stateniient, that the Gaverniient
nover attenpted to cantral freight; rates, was
a confession of weakness that doos the Gov-
erniment na credit. That it has na cantrol
of the rates af the groat railsvay which was
almost buit îvith the public mnaney is ta

reproach which id eliaulc not have beon xviii-
ing ta incmr a second tinte. Surcly a rea-
soanable contraI of prices shuuld lie a tiret
condition cf the ereatian cf any cîîonopoly,
eveîî tlîuugh it wori miat aided witb inn-

toonse cecitributiocns fromu th(, public funds.
It, is ta b hiosmet carnestly haped that îuchà

representatians may yet hoi tmade, befare

the caîîtract ns rrevccably signiýd, that tha
Goverinint wiil recede framît its untenable
position in this respect and retain at least
saine power of arbitration, if nothing miore,
as a means af guardlinfr the great; intorestH
af the country which are naw committed ta
ite keeping.
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ALCOIT, THE CONCORD MYSTIC

On Mouday, February 1 8 ft
pleasant mid-day dinner at -NMr-.Ue
C'oncord home, we withdrew ta the Phib
osopher's library. The t aýk l'ad befl alici
TIurner and hic wonderful C()0 "uIIgî
froin hin ta Miss May AlcGt ber ~
transition, for it was ta [his lady

a t that John jU l:l ad a eY nu

sider, ho ýaiL1, in s0 many words, that. h badîi
Aleott xvas the only persan living he
right, by virtue of lier geniuS, ta c the
enduring rmasterpe*(ces of Turner.
height of lier faine this lady died at
the wjfe of Ernest Nieriker. fier
Louisa, wha survived lier a few years, tti
some touching linos ta lier me Or F, e tlfl
Our Madonna. \Ve had spokenlbu ehttî
about May Alcott, when Mn.
whase fancy that delightful afternoonid
especially nimble, turned ta ce andlot.

0 f course you have met Brafls011 b n-
At that turne 1 had flot, but I huad bide as
terested in the stary of hi lifo i ab.
]ooked inca one or two of bis 00ook5 ro
lets had impresscd mie less than the l'
1 had ta canfess. Mr. Alcatt's literanYgblt
lier was not al ways graceful, bt bi td 8crIbk
appeareil ta me ta bo very richi an01e
inig,. TIhe ideal field pbsssitli Ct ibe
strangly. 1-le was ofton myStical, 1
had certainly an odd way of "raUP ",b
favorites, suchi ad Plate, whase writwD9 b'
read, said Mr. Emerson "withctiut 5urprSe

Pythagoî'as, the lîigh priest af 11is PhSi'
saphy, and the modcrne Hawtbarej 4
lyle, Emerson anti Thar )eau. AI l tbrO1

hic writin«H there xvas an, air of 811(
which provokuil qyipathy fer tIt *e~r
and hie themle. -Alcatt's books," ir big
Emerson, suddenly ttnrnil)" reco 1 10
chair, "are ini8talle(,. Iie 810 1ud' "te

hlic foi te is te Andk Cloe blft
folowA hecafr and ex1Il", Wdîh

werk cf tItis kintlly od mi W i
Emiersen'c dâtumi. Vl

A mimes Býranjsen Alcett wvas holaro
catt, Comneccýicur, an the 27'thc tae
ber, 1799. Tîtt re is ne need here t

cnibe bis way of life during his eariyytie
Ail that is worth rccardin, i tbat respe
will ho found iii bis patin, " eO dOflrej
eut,'' a l)nivately pninted voluhti'e, il euIt
by copiaus notes. Ifie was a cloe1Harals
of philesophy frein the very tiret, andO, f
cendentalisi,-thât, inteilectual epid. S0 0
saine one bas net inaptly ter ed Itote
claiined hini. Indeed, ho wast a ii
great prephets and heraids of te fai .
New Fngland, and though hoe nover bkd19
ta the Brook-farmi Association, ho ln 60AU
fortunes witb a similar undlertiklOc 6 the
fari at _Uart ard, ta whicb ho 9"rocd
naine of Fiuitlands. This proejctc" en
ameng other things, the pianting e fuill

order, wbose chief amni ivas ta îfe
mo eanrs cf enjeying a quiet, pastora elld'
lt was à dreain, a romnance, a tnicOsi J
ental figure. tc tonetq w-VeO d Aitrue

nole for ltV comprised leve o

1. A.frîîs it. lslt ni1)111o i9
l'y 1". l". amh rt a n i W t. '

voils.

2. 'ralcetmlenalti miin Ne w E 0qglnd bY

0. 'lie Recordihmlan of a Sc tmi if
pi nci pies aînd nmethods of imoat

by lizabictl 1'eahtidyt
4. Coimlcord Days, by A. BronceIt Abat , 1

5. Le nisa May Alcott, hier life, lett'r ey,
journals, edited by Etlnah D9
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