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JTALY.

SIa CIIARLEs DILKE, continuing his study of the political map of Europe,

gives us Italy in tlic Fortnibiqhly for May. He opens his subject by

stating tliat there are no real parties in Italy as regards foreign policy,

just as there are no truc parties in the Italian Cham ber, but only a

nuruber of persenal groups. tintil a great change lierefore shall publîcly

takc place iii the counseis of the Roman Caria, alnîost tlie whli of the

Italiani electorate wihl reinaimu united in support of a pro-Gerui policy.

Se far as tliey cau bie said to exist at ail, the parties going by tlie muamue of

the Riagbt aud Left may, rouglihy spcaking, bie cailed thc successors of the

Cavourian and Garibaldian sections of Italian Liberals. The advocuites of

Italian unity lîaving been divided into two parties, whose adhcreuîts xvere

respectiveiy in sympathy with Conistitutional. Moniarchy under the bîouse

of Savoy, and with Republican institutions, the old naines adopted in

formuer days have been retained, wiuile the distinctions betwcen Rigbt and

Luft bave disappeared, and are now applicd te agglomuleratious et groups

whicb bave personal rather thîaî political sigiticaticic. Signeor NMitiletti

i8 the leader of the Riglut; aud the present Prime MNitîister of I taiy, Siguior

Depretis, the leader of the Left, lias proved himiseif a Parliauentary cliief

possessud of the higli dcgree of tactical art necessary to conduet the athuirs

of se dissimilar an Asscnîbly.

It cannot lic too strongly stated that iii Itaiy nominal adhiereuice to

Riglit or Lef t does not necessarily ilnpiy the holding of any dehite set of

vicws. The Riglit is in general supposed te contain the nmore Couiservative

politicians, yet its leaders describe tbemselves as Lihîcrais, and on a fcw

questiomns are un fact more Liberai tban are many members of the Lef t.

The only section wbicli contains a couiplete body of adherents te any set

of views is the extreme Lef t, but it is a very smnahh section, and naturaliy

tlie groups contained in it are smnailer stili.

Mucli confusion is causcd in foreign countries in the uimîids of tiiose

whio attempt te fohhow Italian polities, by the use of tlie phrase, the Loft,

for a body of politicians whio fermi the vast majority of the Chamber, aud

Who arc in part supporters and in part oppoucuts of the preseuit and of

ahl recent Ministries, aud who contain representatives of cvery chass.

Composed as it is of lieterogeneous elemnents, tbc Lef t is liroken up imite

personal. factions, and it is bigli time a ncw division of the Italiain

Cliamber sliould lic attempted. Wc may conclude at any rate that wlîat-

ever may lie the Party namnes in Itahy, the grcat majority of Italians, our at

ai events tlie great majority of their representatives in the Chamber, are

rcalhy united uipon the larger questions that arc iikely te come up. The

personal nature of Itahian poiitics is apparent from thc way in whicli the

Prime Minister sheds off blis colleagues instead of making cause with

tbem ; and the country wiih neyer find Ministerial stability tuntil the

Engiisli aud Belgian system of standing and falling together is rigoroushy
enforced.

Whic thc great majority of politicians support the Austro-German

alliance, they have te face a niinermty whicli, though as striait auîoug the

eheptors rciativchy as it is in Parhiamont, muakes neverthllss a great deal

of noise. It is dilicult te explain huow thuz alliance, besides working good,

mîîay have prevenlted mnischief iii the past, and may bring tangible benefit

in the future ; but besides the Amstro-German alliance, there us a feeling

in laveur of close fuiendship witli Englaud which is aIse popular with the

ehectouate. No douhut Itatiati statesuieiî as a mIle are abler muen than

Italiaiu uiplouatists, but soiue of the latter are clever, and Ceuuît Certi,

thougli haurdiy tue equal cf Prince Bismarck, is a mnan of reuuarkable

ability.

Thie colonial policy of the Governmnenit, as Weil as its foreigui poiicy, is

likely te inaintuîin its centinuity notwitbstanding any changes in thc

Cabinet. A miiitary disaster cf course ahways involves uipou the Ministry

in power more or less popular indignation. The disaster in Aluyssinia

wilh, liowever, probabhy net seriousiy check colonial euterprise. 'Tli

Italians have hitherte enîigrated te tlie colonies cf other nations ratduer thuar

coloriised for themuselves. Tiiere are said te be at present two mîîilonîs of

Italian subjects abroad, mamîy cf tliem of course only temporary cuuugrant,

Whio lef t the country fer Framnce or Egypt in tlie hope of makiuig a fortunec

with whîicl te live at homte. Irisli, Britishi, Scanidinavian, auJ Germnin

settle*s thrive oiîly in temperate latitudes in whicli there are ne muex

Countries te anuex ; but the Itahian cun endure hot climates, and it is mi

therefore impossible thuat, late as it is in the day, an *îtaiian policy el

colonisation tuay succeed. This is the reason whuich unduces thein t(

persevere in their Red Sea policy. .The main motive tbcy have ir

attempting te opelu up a portion of the African coast is commerce. Bu'

Italiau dhesignis on Af ica are net comîflned te the Abyssinian coast. Thq

French protectorate of Tripoli still rankles in [talian breasts, and thu

desire te obtain Tripoli is oniy cliecked by thie fear cf exteuuding th,

-common frouitier of Itaiy aud France in a district wliere it would li mr,

diflicuit te defeuîd thuan it is in the passes of the Alps.

A inovemient whuicb indicates the saute desire for the expansion of th

Italian kiuîgdonu is calied the " Irredentist agitation," and advocate

thc assimilation of those outlying territories whîdli are Italian b:,

inhberitance and association, sucli as Nice, Corsica, Malta, the Italiai

Cantons of Switzeriand, the Trentino, Trieste, the Dalmatian ceast an

Others of thc former possessions of thc Republic of Venice ; the majerit

Of these, however, Jo net desire te be Italian, but will give their ahlegianc

te the country te whidh tlicy are attadhed by tics of liloed. Thc Italia

Cantons, for instance, desire te remain Swiss ; Nice neyer was Italian in il

sympathies, but entirehy Fren ch ; Corsica is Corsican ratIer tlian eithE

Itmuian or Frenchi. Looking more generally te Italian foreign policy auJ t17

maintenance of lier sway in the Mediterranleani, she not only hopes to pro-
tect herself against any desire to reconstitute the temporal power, but also

liopes to liold Russia's enîbitioni in clieck. Italian public opinion, supported

as it believes by that of Englarid, strongly resists the expansion of Russia

in Soutli-eastern Europe.

The only section of the nation who are warmi in their friendship for

France are a remunant of old (Jaribaldians deeply attached to Repuhlican

institutions. That tliere is badl b]ood l)etween the ,two is seen in the dis-

turbaîîces wvhich occur in ail great bcentres of population whero Frenchi and

Italiîtn workmien are lîrouglit into contact. The old feeling of irritation

towvards Austria lias aloîost suhsided, or, to speak more accurately, the

present electorate of [taly seemsi very willing to enter into an alliance

witli its former foc. As to (J'eivnany, moderato politicians in Italy decline

to be irritated at exprelsslýIoS of gratitude addressed to the Pope by the

1imperial Goveriiment for liis, aid i the receut election. The successors of

Cavour iwol of in îgbctti (leciare thc Pepe's action is a triunipli for the

Italiani (overunnient, a( nd tiat, j, i a icalisation of whiat tliat party always

atirnied, t1lat the power of the l-aaywoulil becoiiie far mnore effective if

(1leiveitld froi tic traiuiiiiels of a tinporal kingdoni.

Italy niiglir, of course, by ax oiding ai Austro-German alliance, and by

keeping fier liands free for eveîîrualitiùs, ahstain aiso front maintaining s0

large anl ariuy as slîe bias, at ail eveîîts noniinally, to support at present.

The Italian artniv is very iiuuîers on paper ;it is not very large in fact;

and the fleet is a clieîp oiie, eoîîsiderimîg its pîower. Jtaly thinks, mioreover,

tliat a great European wav- is înevitalîle sooner or later, and that, owing to

bier geographical position, sl1e xviii le forctd to take part in ut as the per-

mnanent ally of onle siue, or else to soI! lerseif to tbe, ig«hest bidder. She

lias iii ber Kiga cax alry ofilcer with a strouîg desire to distinguisli Limsclf

in th(e field, but is norvously anxious about lier generals, as tliere is an

ilopressioui abroad, too, tlîat Italian genleralsbip nîay liave some ditliculty in

reganmnig the reputatioii lost iii 1866. King Hiiunbert is aul entliusiastio

soidier, and iiiay lie trustu tuc sec' to the wiliciency of his troops so far as

lies in lus p)ower. ThlItaliaus are quick in learning tiîcir drill, tbey can

subsist on very little, auîd tlîeir Alpitie regittîents are unequalled for moult-

tain warfare. If Italy lias only actuaily the tftli ariuy, it lias the tliird

navy of ahl thie Powers.

Russia inileed spends more upon lier navy titan docs I taly, but Russia

dues not get lier inoney's woîtlî. Jtaly, at the present time, iii addition to

the two spleiidil slîips wbicli site lias at sea, is building or equipping eigbt

first-ciass iron-clads, as againist bevenl being constructed by F rance and

eleven by Eugland.

The recent fail of the \Var àlinister will be productive of as littie

change iii tlie military policy of Itaiy as the faîl of the late, Foreign Minister

will produce change in the foreign poiicy of that country. Power at preserit

is vested in the liands of the Prime Minister, Ilthe old Pariiainentary hand"'

of Italian poitics-" tlie fox," as lie is usually called botli.by lis opponents

and lis friends-the man witbout a policy, but supreme in Parliamentary

management, able te work cither with the Riglit or tlie Left. Althoueh

the fact tlîat Italian poiiticiaîîs of aIl groups pursue practically the saine

foreigmi policy niay ti one sense tend to the preservation of tlie peace of

Europe, yet the lack of stability in successive Italian Governments must

prove a certain weitkue(.ss to thîe country îtself.

Th'e inost initeresting aîîd the iost ditficlct of ail the problems which

Italy presents is thiat of the future, relations of tlie Italian Government

and the Vatican. TLhc .1taliamîs now look upon cburcbes and the priesthood

as tliey do upon tiieir blue sky anîd suusine-as part of Italian life, but

nuoderate mein are tiiroxving out warninrgs tliat unless thec Vatican will step

forxvard to a solution whîiic will put ant end te the political antagonism

existing betxveen the Papaoy and tlîe Catliolic muasses of the country, the

anti-Papal feeling will îlcvelop inito an anti-Catliolic inovement. It is

certain that flic King lias rio initenition of ever adinitting the sovereignty of

the Pope over even a particular quarter of the city of Roole. Under no

circumistances wouid amiy portion of thie population consent to the possible

witlidraýwatl of absoinue liberty of the press, of religion, and of educatuon.

'fli political influence of the Vatican lias risen highcr latcly than the

higliest poinit at wbich it stood since the Refortnation, and it will rise yet

higber as the temîporal power recedes into tlie mists of tlie past.

It is not easy tu statu thie view wlîicli the Vatican itself takes of the

Jsituation, hecatuse th(, cardiîîals aie divided in opinion ;and yct on soune

E inatters not cntirely ecclesiastical the Romlant cardinals are no mean author-

ities. The socicty of cardinal-s, liowever, are not the muen Whio are admîtted

Lto the intiîîîate couiciis of tlue Pope. ihey represent His llolincss admi-

t rably well in cereionlials of the Churcli, in wlich they muake an imposing

figyure, but they have uîo part in suggesting tlie policy of the lloly See.

The Pope never sets foot beyond the Vatican, bis so-called prison, yct the

spresent Romlan Ponitiff is not only a statesmnan, well inforîned as to al

cthat is going on in tbe capitals of Europe, but aiso ant administrator of the

greatest iîîdustry, Should peace -be niade between the Quirinal and the

Vatican, it is possible tlîat Italy may become the protecting power of the

s Chiurcli, and may aid the Pope in guarding Catholîc interests throughout

y the world.
1 There are, of course, causes for anxiety in Jtaly, as there are in all

dh States at the present day. 1 think, on tlie wliole, howevcr, that she has

y fewer dangers to face tlian any other of tlie Great Powers. I am convinced

ýe tliat she is making more rapid progrcss tlian any of thcm, witli the excep-

n tion of Russia. A vast advancc lias been mnade hately in education and

us manufacturesi, and tlie suppression of brigandage, and whilc a great. deal

ur remains to be accomplished, more lias been donci tl ntels ite

te years than is gencrally acknowledged or bclieved.
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