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HON. JOHN HILLYARD CAMERON,
Q.C.,, D.C.L.,, AND M.D.D.

In the Peninsular War, beginning with the
debarkation of a British force in Poctugal in
1508, and closing with the batue of Waterloo,
on the Plains of Belgium, 1815, one of the
many distinguished regiments, where indeed
every corps was distinguished, in those terri-
ble campaigns, was the Seventy Ninth Foot,
the Cumevon Highlanders. [nthat reginent
served Mr. Angus Cameron, subsequently
Paymaster of the Royal Canadian Rifies in
this Provinee. After Waterloo, when Paris
was occupied by the allied army, a swall
British force was seut to watch events on
the south-western frontier of Irance, a por-
tion of which was a diaft from the Seventy
Ninth Highlanders. When on that service.
at Beaucatre, tn Languedoe, a son was born
to Mre. Cameron, April 14th. 1817, The in-
tunt was named John Hillyard.  And now,
March Tth, 15363, that child is, and for some
years hus been, the foremost practising - bay-
rister in Upper Cananda.  But, as all the Pro.
vince well knows, he is more than an emi.
nent lawyer.  Heis the Honorable John
Hillyard Cameron, Queen’s Counsel, Doctor
of Civil Law, Professor of Law in Tvinity
College, Toronto; Member of Parliament for
the county of Peel, and Grand Mastor of the
Lyal Orange Institution of British Ameriea.
Mr. Angus Cameron came to Canada with the
79th in 1825, He died in 1545.

In 1831, the T9th beiny stationed in To-
ronto, John Hillyard, azed thirteen, hecame
a pupil in the Upper Canada College. There
he advauced favorably in learning: carried
ol honors, and gave promise of future dis-
tinction. He studied law with the Hon, H,
J, Boulton, and was articled to John Godfrey
?pra\gge, BEs., swbséquently Vice-Chancel-

or.

[ £837 and 18334, Me, Cameron served as
Captain in » reximent of the Canada Volun-
tuers, the Queen's Banyers, during the usue-
rectionary troubles of those years. He was
with that corps six months ou the Ningura
frontier.

In Augzust, 1833, Captain Hilyurd Cam.
eron was entered on the roll of Atlorneys,
and in the same year was called to the bar,
He also at that time formed a partnership
with Mr. Spragge, his tormer master. Their
practice was large ; so also its emoluments,
Mr. Cameron’s eminent ability and unremit-
ting diligence, soon obtained for him a first
rank position as a barrister, though other
advocates known to fame were hefore him,
and had to be overtuker, on the ascent to

_high distinetion.

In 1843, Mr, Cameroun obtrined the ap-
pointment of rcporter to the Court of Quecn's
Bench; and in 1844 published a digest of
ull the decisions of that court, the work
known to the protession asCameron’s Disest.
In 1845 he put forth another valuahle Tewal
work, Cameron’s Rules. It was with lim
that the first regular record of judicial deci-
gions in Canada began. I{e ceased to be
legal reporter in 1846, In that year Me.
Cameron conmmenced the publication of the
Reports which have since been written by
Messrs Lukin, CShristopher Robinson, 18, C.
dJones, and Alexander Grant, respectivaly
reporters for the Conrt of Queen's Benely,
Common Pleas, and Chancery. Also, in
1846, Mr, Cameron was :\Epﬁinted a Queen’s
Counsel and Solicitor General in Upper
Canada, and elected n member of the Law
Soctety. In 1860, on the death of Sir James
Buchanan Macaulay, ex-chiefl justice of the
Comion Pleas, Mr. Cameron was elected
treasurer of the Law Society.  This geutle-
man’s career as a politician may now be
briefly noted. In July, 134G, be joined Mr.
Draper's administration, as Solicitor-Gener-
al, and soon after, onthe resignation of
Ronald Macdonald, 18sq., he wus elected
member for Cornwall by a large majority
over his opponent, Mr. Mattice, In 1847,
on tho appointment of Mr. Draper, the then
Attorney-general of Upper Canada, to a seat
on the bench, Mv. Cameron was offered the
Attorney-generalship, but declined it, as he
was desirous that the late Hon.” Henry
Sherwood should he appointed, helioving
that such appointment would heal the divi-
sion then existing in the conservative ranks,
On Mr. Sherwood’s acceptance, Mr. Cam-
eron was offered a seat-at the Council-hoard,
by Lord Elgin, personully, us a mark of
special consideration, the first iustance of a
Solicitor-general having been so honored.
At tho general election, in 1843, Mr. Cam-

eron was again eclected for Comnwall, and

goon after, on the Sherwood adninistration
being heaten on a vote of want of confidence,
be resigned the Solicitor-gencralship. My,
Camoron continued to represent Cornwall
until the end of that Parlinment, and Qid
not offer himsell at the general election of
1851. In 18534 he was retwrned with John
G. Bowes, Esq, for the city of Toroulo,

which he represenfed until the end of 1837.
On Parliament being dissolved, he did not
offer for re-clection, although solicited to
do s0; but in 1858, on the {orm:tion of the
Brown-Dorion miuistey, he oppused the ve-
clection -of the Hon, George Brown for
‘Loronto, and was defeated by a small major-
ity. At the general election of 18361, he
was veturned for the county of Peel.

Diring the time he bas been in Parliament,
Mr. Caeron has originated numerous jw-
portant neasures.  He introdnced and car-
ried through the Legislature the address to

the Queen, to exempt from the English in-

come tax colonial seeurities, payable in Bng-
lund, the property of colonists, and was suc-
cessful while in Ingland, in having the ad-
dress approved of by thie Tmperial Govern-
ment,

As a ligh Couservidive he opposed the
introduction of the elective prineiple into the
Legislative Council, nnd was one of a small
winority who opposed the measore in all its
stagges.  He was the chairman of the com.
mittee on the Municipal Corporation Act,
and suggested most of the alterations and
mpendments which have since been adopted
by the Commissioners for vevising the sta-
tutes.  Mr. Cameron was one of the Com-
missioners oviginudly appointed for their re-
vision, but he resigned, as his legistative du-
ties interfered with the work.

_Asan adherent of the Charch of England,
Mr. Cameron opposed the seeularization of
the Clerey Reserves.  He has founded a
scholarship in T'rinity College, Toronto, for
the beunefit of ons of the clergy seeking an
University education.  Mr, Cameron carried
through Pacrliament the address to the
Queen for the removal of the disabilities
which preveuted synodical action in the
Church of ¥ingland. He prepared and car-
ried through its early stuges, the Church
Sywnod Bill, having introduced the petition
to the Lower House at the head of a pre.ces.
sion of the bishop, ¢lerzy, and Jaity of the
diocese of Toronto.  In Ingland he bad the
measwe submitted to  the opinion of the

judicial committee of the Privy Couneil, and

under their alvice it was approved by Her
Majesty, e also  rendered valusble
aid in the establishment of Teinity Col-
lege.

IPo: u period of eight years Mr. Cameron
held a seat as Alderman in the civie equneils
of Toronto.

In 1859 he was chosen Grand-Master of
the Orangemen of Brilish North America,
and still retains the important position of
head of the order.  In 1860, during the visit
of the I'riuce of Wales, Mr. Cameron bore
4 promiuent part in the difficulties between
the Duke of Newcastle and the Orange
body, .and by his influence and exertions
contributed largely towards allaying the ex-
citement which al one time threatened to
bring the royal visit to an unhappy close. -

In the Scssion of Parliament, 1863, he
moved au amendment to the Address as
stuted last week in our ‘¢ Paihamentary In-
cidents.” Though looked to as the probhable
congervative leader in the Assembly, he at
once cordially and gracefully gave way to
Mr, John Alexander Macdonald, on the ar-
rival of that gentleman from England after
the Session had commenced.

In the municipal embarrassment which at
present depresses the City of Hamilton, and
promises for it depopulation, ruin, and abso-
lute inability to meet its debts, in any form,
if some arrangement be not at once effect-
ted, to sprend the payment of interest over
an extended number of years,and to eapital-
ize the atrewvs now due, Mr, Hillyard Cam-
eron is commissioued to act for n large pro-
portion of the British creditors,

Terms have heen offered which, ifaccept-
ed, will, by an Act of Parlinment to he ob-
tained for the purpose, secure interest at 3
per ceut. for five years; the interest there-
after to incrense, und the whole debt to be
discharged at the high percentages con.
tracted tobe pnid by previous couneillors, few
of whom are now in the city; a contraction
of debt which was opposed by most of the
owners of property who are now responsible,
On the equitable forbearsnee of Mr,Cameron
and his British clientsdepends the possibility
of that city vetaining its population and
means to pay anything. Tn that difticulty is
involved slso the financial and moral repu-
tation of Canada,

e o

IMPORTANT TO OUR READERS.

——

We have made arrangements with an
able artist in London, England, to sketch
for us the Princo of Wales' wedding cere-
mony, anl any other thing of interest in con.
nection withit, which will ho forwarded to us
throngh Mr. D. Hall of New York,who has fa.
cilities for doing 80 1N ADVANCE OF 1IIX Ma1LL,

Qur subscribers will thorefore be in posses-
sion ol au illustration ol this important
event in advance of that from sny other
source. We shall also publish in the same
number a portruit of His Royal Highness
and of his Bride. 'Theso will be by fur the
finest illustrations which huve ever appeared
in our paper, and we hope vur’ patrons will
duly appreciate these efforts to supply their
wants.  Ageuts requiring extra copies will
please gend in their orders without delay.

A SuaM Ficar, between the Rogulars and
Volunteers, is to take place on the river, at
Montreal, onthe 10th, Prince of Wales’
nuptial duy.  As the scene i likely to be

-au mmposing one, from the numbers that

will take part init, we have mude arrange-
ments for haviug a sketeh of it taken for the
¢JNustrated News.”

Mg, Tuxis, Clifton, will, commencing
with No. 17, supply Agents with the ¢Tllus.
trated News.”? Paid subscribers will receive
them direct from this office as heretofore.

b

Any person sending us the names of 1en Subseribers for
three, si1x, nine, or twelve months, will receive n copy
{ree of charge, for euch of thuse perinds, respectively.
Shonid those Subscribers, for any term jess than u year,
rencw their subseriptions, the paper will be continued
to the getters up of the cluh,

The ¢ lllustrated News ! iy forwaeded to Subsceribers
by mail, free of postage.

Subscribers will please bear in mind that the papec
15 stopped, whenever the period for which they have
subscribed expires.

It any of our Ageuts have back Nos. 1, 2 and 8, on
hanq, they will confer a favor by returning them to this
office.

gguwmma B ews,

HAMILTON, MARCH 7, 1863.
THE WEST, AND NORTH WEST.

What is the question of the day for Cana-
da? It is the opening of the North-west.—
That is the question which involves nearly
every issue of present and of past contro-
versy. In those issues lie the history of a
time to come ; of a nation or nations yet to
be. In that question lies the solation
of problems deeper than logic ; higher than
prophecy. In those issues of the passing
time, of this very day, the day whose
breezy heathtul sic is polluted by vile
sulphureous  strife, wrath, destruction,
misery and woe unspeskable in the Amer.
ican States ; that precious present time
to Canada, frittered away at Quebec in
petty intrigne and for the meanest of per-
sonal objects; in those issues of the pas.
sing time lie the fortunes of the Western
Stales, the fortones of the North Weatern
Territories, the fortune of the French Ca-
nadians and Lower Canada, as ssserted
by themselves against the West, the fortunes
of Canuda, and as the central territory
of a pation the site of whose capital city
is written by the hand of destiny on Lake
Ontario. ~ Cities on the south, cities n
the west, cities in the enst, cities in the
north-west, there are and will be. The
Babylon of the continent will possibly
arise on one of the Western Lakes, But
the capital ol British America will face
to the South, holding Ontario and the
path to the ocean in one hand » gother-

ing in and dispensing the treasures of the
Bttt]lpelldous West and North-west, with tho
other.

The newest phase which this quest:
the present nng the future has 3;313::33 (i):
that fashioned for it Ly the State of Tllinoig
and the Board of Trade at Chicago, and con.
currently by na sssociation of :ze’mbeu of
Congr- ~ at Washington. These last, alarm.
ed at secing Illinois and the West looking
for  ship pussage to the ocean through the
canala of Canade, already made or 1o be
made, have named a convention to he held
in June, 186;3,. at Washington, to renew with
augmented vigour the project for a ghi

eanal from Lake Michigan to the MiessiessippiIf
the passnge to Eufope to be thence by
way of New Otleans and the Quif of Mexicoy
That Tlkinois ship cana) may be made : the

region requiresit ; but it will uot obviute the
necessity of a bighway to the ocean through
Canada, Why not? TFor this reason : the
inexorable laws of Nature huve said No.
Nature has, by suticipation, pronounced sen-
tence of Death, and therefore prohibition on
all live cattle to be shipped from the Prairies
to Liverpool by way ot: New.Orleuns. Cat-
tie, youreply: the object of the enllivators
of the prolific West is toship their wheat and
corn to Jlurope, not their cattle.  Yes, their
cattle. The Chicago Board of Trade names
live cattle, as ocean truflic that is to bLe.
But let that pass. The granarvies of Western
wheat, filled to repletion now, expanding tuv
illimitable dimensions as the outlet to” the
European markets expand, are not o he
emptied by way of New Orleans. Nature
has writtenan irrevocable No.  The climate
pronounces against the large storage of
erain there, and without vast aren of storage
the ponderous yuautities of the abundant
West caunot be gathered and conducted on
the channels of commerce. The New Yorlk
and Pennsylvanin canals may be enlarged,
and the truffic flow in the same chaunels as
now. Yes, they may be enlurged, but they
cannot be cxtended (o meet the outpourings
of the West. The Chicago BBoard of T'rade,
at u great political meeting, as reported in
the newspapers of that city ol February 25,
1863, widens the question thus:—

¢ But the mere opportunity to luy our pro-
ducts in ten fold greater quantities, and at
greatly reduced rates, is by no meaus all the
advantages that Englund and Canuda would
reap from the enlargement of the St. Law-
rence canals. The West wants, and i3 able
to pay for immense quantities of the mapu-
factures of England, and their consumption
would Dbe limited ouly by the capacity of
English capital and labour to supply the
demand. Goods will come as retuen (reight
and to pay for produce, and thus the chan-
nels of commerce would be always full.’

The,foregoing is a newspaper commentary.
But here is the formal resolution as proposed
by the Board, and endorsed by the public
opinion of Chicago, as that opinion happen-
ed to express itsell’ at the end of February,
1863. It may fluctuate and before long us-
sail Canada and England, but it must recur
to the same tone and position. ‘The demand
for au outlet to European marvkets will con
gtrain it. ’

¢ ResorLven,— Lhat we give a cordial aud
emphatic endorsement to the recent action ol
the Legislature of Illinois in empowering the
Government thereof to appoint & committee
to visit the Provincial Government and Par-
liament of Canada, and the Government of
Great Britain, if decemed advisable: and to
respectfully urge upon those bodies the im-
portance of opening new or enlarged chan-
sels of communication between the great
Lokes and the Atlantic, for the outlet of
western produce, believing that the establish-
ment of close commercial relations would be
the surest guarantee of an enduring peace.’

The meeting was large and enthusias-
tic, the address able and appropriate (we
use the language of the Chicago journals,)
and the spirit manifested exhibited a de-
termination on the part of the busincas
men of Chicago to work for this greal
and important enterprise with redoubled
diligence.

It is since then, that the association of
members of Congress has interposed their
proposition to hold a convention on the
subject of the Illinovis Canal in next June-
The New York, and New England mew-
bers see danger to their high Tariff of
Custorus duties, and to their Commercial
Supremacy if the water passage of the
Wegt through Canada be suffored to pro-
ceed. Their action matters little o 1his
Province.  Commerce will find for itsell
the cheapest and readiest channel. What
can Canada do to assist? Where will the
depots of trade be likely to form on this
side of the Lakes?

The ship canal proposed tv conduet
trade from Lake Huron Ly way of the
Ottawa to Montreal, ot a cost of tweuly-
four wmillions of dollars (Mr. Shanley’s
reporl) is a project very remote from
present possibilities, The proposed rail-
way on the samo route to Lake Nippis-
sing with a cansl by TFrench River {o
Lake Huron, the cost estimated by My.
Duncan Sinclair at three and-a-half millions
sterling is equally remote- The Canal
from Georgion Bay to Toronto is wmore
feasible, but in costiless equally alarming.—
The widening of the Wellund Canal is prac-
-tical, but also costly. The railways centre
ing at Toronto and at Hamilton cun greatly
extend their carrying power. [u comnection
therewith we  shall sce Hamillon and
Torouto, become the ports of a divect
shipping trade with Liverpool.  Montreai
need not fear theiv competition. [t hag ad-
vantages notural and acquired sufliciont to
protect its interests, And so has Quebee.



