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HALIFAX FIRE RATES INCREASED

Underwriters Point Out Proportion of Wooden Buildings,
Fire Alarrms Out of Order and Water

Supply Inadequate

(WING to the unsatisfactory conditions affecting water
~Jsupply, wiring and buildings. lire insurance rates in

Halifax have been advaniced approximnately 25 per cent The
decision te take thim step was taken by the Nova Scotia
Board of Fire Underwiriters, and the increase is now in
force, andi afffects ail mercantile and business establishments.
In explaining this increase in rates the board stated that
recommiendattions. o! the National Board of Underwrîters in
1915 have flot been carried eut by the civic authorities. The
per eapita loss in Halifax during 1919 was ten dollars a
head, as against thrvie dollars per capita in Canada, and
the amiount paid out ii) insurance losses durinkg the year was
$800,000, a' suri greater than during the! year of theex
plosion. So far thiýs year insurancf- îesses have amounted
te $150,000, a rate of $1,000 a day.

Wooden Structures Chief Hazard
In a statemient hundedj out by the Board of Under-

ýwritvrs they suy that it is a recognlzed fact, among al] ex-
perts that th(- rity et Halifax 18 subject to a very serious
conflagration. HIalifax, is one of the hast large wooden cities
in existence that has flot as yet had a huge tire. This miay
oceur ut any moment and wouhd undoubtedly wipe out mil-
lions of do1llr.ý worth of propverty in addition to a possible
losq of life, Iii Decemiber, 1!916, the Board of Underwriters
brought to the city ut consîderable expense experienced en-
gineers of tho Nattional Bourd. They inspected the city, in-
cluding its wvater, fire-fighting facilitius, electrical hazards,
etcý. Tjheir report wus fiJedl with the city andl disclosed a
Mest unsatisfaeteory condition.

F-ire Alarnis Out of Ortler
The Board ofUdrwies statemnent continues:-
It is flot generally kntowNn te the citizen, that the tire

as1armn sy.,ten o! Hlalifax has been) eut of order since
No)vembeiýr of Iast year. The National Board of Fire Undler-
~writers drew attention te this in their report, and recomi-
mended that the alarmn headquarters be removed fromi thi,
city hall to ;i firepreef building. Not.hing has yet been donev,
while recenit evnt hve proved the wlsdonm of the recomi-
fiendat'ien bing imidiately carried eut. The antiquated
electric wiring throughout the, rit~y is undoubtedly the cause
ef a larlge nuniber of lires, and is somiething that should re-
ceive attuntion. An inspection of every electrical installa-
tion should be inaisted on. Moreover, the continuous and
regular systum of inspection of premises, and especially the
cehi -ars, nom, being Made Linder the tire departmient, must be
rigoreuslY carried eut and the vurious recommendations c-ar-
rieid eut.

Los.ses 'len Dollars Per Capîta
"The inhýuraýnceý compaunies have been vere losers i n

H-alifax durlng the last three or four years. They paid
out in losses, dlue te the cxplosion, an amiount of ever $600,.
000; in 1917 the city's4 regular fire busses amounted te $800,-
000; ini 1918, $300,000, and in 1919 to $800,000. The year
1920 also began diatosywith losses amiounting te well
over $150,000 for- t.he flrst fl!tee(n days. This is a very
serious condition for3 the city. The tire basses per capita for
the 'whole Dlominion in 1919 were approximately $3,' whihe
for Halifax this average $10. The city of Toronto, with a
population o! 500,000, had a fire boss of $2 per head, a fact
which reveals a very unfavorable record for Halifax comn-
pared with the other large cities o! the Dominion and with
the entire ratio for the whole of Cainada.

'Tire insurance cempanies are among the hast o! cor-
porations te maise their rtes, In addition te the tire bosses
in Halifaix the cost o! carrying on business bas increased.
Replaceýment values have increas9ed greatly, although in-
ereased insurance has net been affected propertienally.
Dominion, provincial and civic taxes have been increased,
and at the present tinie there are between five and six per

cent, on premiums in this province, net on profits, and ar
now more than double what they were before the war. Sine,
tire insurance rates have gene up everywhere, Halifax witl
it.s conflagration hazard and defective conditions, must hav,
însurance rates advahced aIse. Whether this is te, b. j
permanent charge te the people wihh depend on what is dongq
te remedy present conditions.

"The board have decided te rerate this City under m
schedule at present being applied very largely throughoui
Canada. Concerted action must be taken te remedy tb4
existing conditions and bring about a satisfactory solution,
especially as regards the water system."

RAISE, RATES TO OTHER BROKERS

At a meeting o! the Montreal Stock Exchange on Jan-~
uary I9th,ît was decided to charge brokers outside of Mlont-.
real the full commission of 1/4 of one per cent. on business
transacted on the Montreal exchange, instead of %/ as has
been the practice.

ANNUAL MEETING OF CORNWALL BOARD 0F TRADIE

The annual meeting e! thç Cornwall Board o! Trade
was held at Cornwall, Ont., last week. The following of...
cers were elected: President, E. O'Callaghan; vice-presiden,,
Harold A. Smith; secretary, A. G. Robertson; treasurer, J.
C. Alguire; auditors, J. E. Snetsinger and R. J. Roth.

SWIFT'CUR.RENT BOARD 0F TRADE

At the'annual meeting o! the Swift Current, Sask.,
Board of Trade, held on January 13, J. Wood was returned
as presîdent by acclamation for the third successive terni.
A. S. Bennett was elected vice-presidenrt, and the !ehlowing
as an executive committee: R. T. Graham, J. E. Hemenway,
J. A. Rollefsen, W. W. Cooper, A. J. Wigmore, W. W. Smith,
D. S. Macpherson, S. R. Moore, J. L. Keeler and H. J. Wat-.
son. The board has an ambitious devehopment pregram, under
way for 1920.

PRINCE ALBERT BOARD 0F TRADE

At the, annual meeting e! the Prince Albert,,Sask., Board
o! Trade, held on January l4th, the following officers were
elected: President, C. F.. Clare; vice-president, E. A. Moore;
trensurer, J. P.- M. Sibbald; and several memibers o! the
council whose names fehlow. L. Campbell, J. S. Fowlie, f-1,
Lacroix, Dr. MacMillan, O. B. Manvible, A. McLean Mathie.
son, N. W. Morton, W. T. Stephens, R. Young, J. E. Arpin,
A. I. Wihkinson, R. C. McLean, M. C. Hamilton, J. B.
Kernaghan, O. Sharpe, A. H. Logan, A. L. Elhiot, F. Riley,
R. M. Treen, George Baker, W. E. Bristowe, R. Gordon, F,
J. O'Leary, J. A. Stewart, Dr. Bain, C. J. Case, J. H. Lind-.
say, D. Green, Sr., G. H-. Carr, H. L. Agnew.,

A great d'a] of enthuslasnm was displayed o! the werk
o! the board during the past twehve months and the prospects
for the future. Northemn Saskatchewan lias had the biggest
yeair lu hlsgtory and Prince Albert has shared accordingly,
but it ia expected that 1920 wilh be bigger and better than
ever. There are some raihway developments îa progress, and
Prince Ahbert may have two or three new lines tapping
wehl settled areas under construction by the close of the~

The investmnent banking finm e! Nesbitt, Thomson antd
Ce., Ltd., bus opened an office in London, Ont., under the
management o! E. B. Almon, who bas been with the firmi in
their Hamilton office. M. S. Thomison, who has been repre.
sentlng the finm in Ottawa, has been appoînted manager of
thie Hamnibton office. The Toronto office is under the maniage.
ment o! D. D. Macleod.
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