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CHAMP CLARK ;
Ajiucxationist and Autocrat of the Gave!

BY FRED. W. FIELD>
ýc

For sixteen years in the United States Blouse of Reýpre;d

nitatives, the democrats have sat and watched the te-%

ablicans do t, bossîng. To-day, the posiioin is recirsed.

peaker Joe Cannon, breczy and dictatorial, bas yieldcd to

l'eaker Chamnp Clark, domincering and brusque. And it is

gtresting toý stuidy the amused countenance of the detbroned

linoisan mhilv tbo reigning Mýissourian swings bis gave1I

rice, ibrice, 4-%en1 six timel; t, grt order in the (ioum,.f
bamp Clark has bad varied (1X Peie1(nces in bis it-n
ýas Fo wnyto years; he hl-d the record of being thec

)ungest Coletge reidn in the U~nitedJ State's. Her ha
:ïkd s a1 hired farta hand, clerked in a country store,

littd a ii(wspIape(r aind pra)ctised law. Thiis vocational mix-1
,t bas lef, bimn with the means tn ;ittin potwer, to retain

Dwrr, and to talk with p)ct aind peàaant, pinprick and

ilitieian, press and people, with assurance and -dttrmina-
on, lie gradua4ted [ront the Kentucky Unv \st\ith the

ighesýt hns.The Iday of bis graduto nf wa .fe

le presidency(- of Miarshall ColigeWes Virginia, and being

sked 10 ma;ke a formii application, gîing bis qualifications,
e wroîe: "To theTrstes I have just been awarded niy

iplornà at Betthairny with hîighcst bonours, I arn 23 years nid,
fet 2 irches taill, weigh 170 pounds, arn unari a a

afntuckiani by bîirtb, a Cm4iteby religin, a democratý[
1 politics, and matr mason." Ilis c'hatra(terrusdn

is Irmn into bis; gavel, Ilis gapvel beai twut e vie

ri the 14-gislative ch1amber 10-11 Clark aud llet fighJt foýri
ilenCr, Admirers de hae is roomi wiflowr the othier

ay wben he took, office, but the Ilttie American flag stuck in
t 5 atio1iery case Iooked better than flowers to) bina

Hi. facial expression is aiways on the defenisive. it is

smart mian %%ho can beat him at repartee. A-ý mnan without
i.es coul not face bis interview. He looks like a walied
org. le talks big guns fired rapidly. Get hinm oni a
lijpleasing subject and the mani bebind the gunis is in action. i
lis eyes penetrate. Iaving said wbathis me.ntal gen-rail
ommands him, bis lips close shaýrpl)y, firmly. Nothing more

,n that topic is t0 be said. Oniy those wbo mlake a hobby
jf storming high waiis would date open the question agaiÎn.

ga a schoolmaster, he would be the terror of the dullard and
bc Joafer. As a mani, be is one of that strong type we

;eldorm see in these days of higb civiîization. There is

ýome of the hired farmn band's experiences back of bite,

ýuie of the warmnth, he must have put into bis editing, somte
)f the logic that iaw gave himn, some of the routine of the

-ountry store. Ris bluntness was bis birtb gift. As a;
poIitician, bie is counted two men by bis oppontents. As the
tuture presidexit, many sec bi, others sbrug shoulders, and

;ome laugh. This then is the maniner of man wthose annexa-
jo utterances bave caused a furore in Canada.

That the people of Canada werte înterested and were

ýaIking of bis annexation theories, was mentioned to him.

w9Tbey znay talk to the day of judgment," be replied. And

bad the gavel been at band, a dent in tbe table would bave
rormed the period te tbe sentence. One could see that a re-

rnnder of bis past words Tankled, just tben. 11I do not want

to bear anything more about annexation until the Canadian

reciprocity agreement bas been put througb,"1 he added. And

that was the final word for the time being. The face bard-

ened, the eyes darted defiance 10 comment, tbe lips snapped,

and the buman fort was ready for stray or directed verbal

That tbe reciprocity bill will pass the House îs the

opinioni of its Speaker. H1e recailed, too, tbe fact tbat only

ifv dernocrats voted against it: in the Senate last tinte. lis
deire ja tbat the agreement should be passed as soon as

possible. "But mmid,"1 be says, "Ij do not say wbat order it

wiltalce in our business." In other words there are a few

pltclflowers to galber in the garden of republicanism be-

ore the demoa canil itet comifortabliv in anl arbýoreAl bower
,fsuc cess. Then perha;ps îbc mav'pluckthe presidential bioomi.

"I have becti preachîniiig 'reciprocity for twenty-five:

cars," lie exclainîed ,uddenly. His bead turned White

louse waýy. "President Taft i, a new, couvert to the prin-

:iple," bw e aded. The fort was closed again. No one could

Ioubt tbiat Chiamp Clark had any doubts as t0 whose measure
~a ri bis Can,îdian bill. \Vhen bc made bis first speech

isSekrof the llouse, rcciprociîy was not mentioned. Hîs

viiiarks weret confinted 10 democratic pledges. President

[af's essge ad nothing eise but rec iprocity. Champ

?lak' omisinumant tbat reciprocity reference was un-

1)(essary beas çcr og1 Chamnpclarkism, il was born,

aurse,cl and rajsed ini the democratic cradie. "For the iast

~ourteen years," hc said, "the republî(ican have beenaprri

ating democratic ideas for their o%\ises A mat-ii grow s

xieary of that sort of thing,"
Wbat înay wc expect [rom this big mani f rom Missouri?

lie wilI have the reciproc(ity blli passed in thc Blouse., It

wiiii be nailed t0 the demiocratic couniter as a piece of their

good work. Chanmp Clark's gvlwill beli, keep il there.

Champ Clark.

Aftcr mnakiflg a few yards of political waterproof for rainy

days psrier to the presidential elections of 1912, the bll will

match forward. The demnocratîc party are practically a unit

on tbat. But is there anything to follow? Thty swaiiowed

Canadian reciprocîty at one guip, and if it came from tbe

repulilcan doctor they tbougbt he was disguised as a demo-

cratic physician anyway. Champ Clark boldly prociaimed
the policy of annexing- Canada, mounitains and markets,

politics and people, nation and needs, wheat and the West,

Empnifire and the East, bag and baggage. His followcrs May

have been a littie surprised, but their strong approval was

voiced. A unit for reciprocity, are the democrats a unit for

atnexation? "Tbey can talk to tbe day of judgmnent," said

Champ Clark. "I do not want to bear anyîbing more about

annexation until reciprocity bas been put tbrougb." And

when il bas, what tben ?
The party is progressive. There is no backing out of a

position wbich supports reciprocity, wbich approves annexa-

tion. Champ Clark dotes ntot speak xithout thinking. He

may bave spoken a little t00 soofi on anuiexation, but the fauit

was Prematureness raîher than verbosity. Congressional

documents show that bis opinion bas been tbat our tariff

negotiations Point always to ultirnate annexation. Wbat theni

bas Champ Clark in store for us? We must wait and see.

But if the distant and nearing signs do not fail, we shail

hear the guns of the Missourian walledfort tbundering forth

witb greaiter empbasis titan before tbat Canada should, must

and will become, part of tbe United States. So is Champ

Clark, annexationist and autocrat of the gavel, the siumber-
ing Strongbold of'surprises. May Fate witbbol the presi-
dency front bis grasp 1
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