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rectignitien tf thuc important fact ditt ni.-, sullijet cal, lie thor-
i uglîlv stuulicd andl fullv ttijdrstixid uîiilcss Studied hiisti r.ically.
Nc t < .uly is thlis lac actc(I 11pfi1 IIIli the leaders (if nne
tlii glt and the great teachers tif the age. but it is blccunîliulg

~cîcra1y eciL~Iwcd lal thinkiniru meni that w-e mîust 1îavd
SoIlle kIiowlClge ("f the I)ast tE.) Utl<lr5tatid, really, the present
and tg) nuake pri gress iu the future. it 1r10i.veillenit lias its
past historv, its pt setit striiggles, it.s ideals for the future.

Thei batislactnrv- cifflnditien oif the niedîcal p)rg fessionii i this
provinîce to- day lias nifi b ecul attainled Nvithlout ilcli effort and
a long histor.

'1lic present standiali of <ifedical education is sufficiently
high, and tic average aitirîins of the ranik and flte of the
irCifessii>ii Satisfactî rv, so that everv here the putblic eaul obtaiu
the services o f nien capable ofl copîng- with the or(liiua-rNv erner-
gencies mlet wvithi in ptacticc. Tl'le ncbrsof thc profession
are rcspccted. aud exercise ciIsideral)!e itnfluence iu soctal and
public affairs. Iu their Ergauize(l capacity thev enjov self-
go(-vctiiicnit-a ptivilege whiclh tliev have ulseit for the public
henefit., but have cvral)used. There are active and cniergetic
associatiotns for iîutual ivuprovenient and ptotection. The

rsctforrus of auk r te not prevalciit, id ' may lie
callcd " tiiedical lîetesies are scarcely tepreseuted. It cati le
aflirrned witliout exagygeratioui that the position of the profes-
,ion iii 'Iova Scot.ia compiares favi rablv w'ith. that wvhicli obtaîtîs
in other lprovinces of Cz-iaada, or iii the suites of the .Xuierican
Un ion. Sucli a status for the profession lias not heen achieved
except liv the cottius strucyoies of mny glenenations.

It is to the past. tieu. tlat we nuîav îioNN turti attention for
tht- hettet- understandiîîg anîd al)1reciatioti of tue pre.-,21t. And
if, iti dcling so, 1 slîould seenii to l)lesent niticl that belongs to,
gyeucral historv ratlîer than ,;peciallv. to niedical historv, nîly
ex-7cuise ts that it is (lesirable, if ilot essential, to niote the general

ini erder to sec wvlat field there wvas for the special w\ot-k of the
prtofession.

Tt is now just three centuries silice the first Et-opean.
settlement wvas miade iii this region of Northî Arnerica, at Port
Royal, now Annapolis Royal, -M this province, «\N'hichi is, tlîus
thic oldest c<)ntini)uis Etropean settietient on this continent
inorth of FlJorida. The settliment wa-, teallv miade and flic
colony establislîed 1)v Poutrincourt, under a g-rant frorn
(le M\ontsq, who hag ive thete the prvou ear. 1604, Wvitlî
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