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A TALE OF POLAKD,
(T,mm from the French by Mrs. J. Sadlier.)
R CHAPEER XIIL

. Three Polish brigades, forming altogether
' shout 1en thousand men, successively and at short
intervals, entered Lithuania, laving with them
about thirty pieces of cannon. One of these
divisions, making its way through the vast forest
of Bialowiez, arrived within a short distance of
the Castle, and imnediately communicated with
the Count. The appearasce of these Polish
traops at once revived the flagging spirits of the
people, and filled them with hope at}d Jey. The
artillery, above all, was greeted with transport,
and it was no uncommon sight to see the pea-
wntry crowding around the held-pieces, touching
themi, as though to be certain of t}:enr reality,
aod even kissing them with cries of joy and ex-
utation. All Tear was at an end, and victory
was sure to rest on the unfurled flag of Poland.
And in truth we can scarcely doubt that if the
main body of the Polish army had sustuined this
first expedition, with the insurrection in Lithuania,
where almost the entire province was perfectly
orgaised, the destiny of Poland might have beer
changed and the oppressor driven from ler soil.
But what could be effected by a detached corps,
when the main body itself, after a murderous bat-
tle, retreated on Warsaw ! With the clear and
quick perception of 2 veteran commander, the
Count at once perceived that they were again to
be disappointed, and his foresight was but too
won justified. The brigade which had encamp-
ed for a short time near his castle, suddenly re-
ceived orders to repair by forced marches into
Samogitia, where the two corps by which it had
been preceded had already obtained some success
goainst the Russians. These three brigades,
whén joined togeller, were to have marched on
Wilna, and taken it at all hazards; but most un-
. fortunately, jealousy glided in between the three
commanders—the time for action passed away in
vain contention, and when the greatest unanimity
wis required in order to keep the Russians at
bay; discord and envy were suffered to do their
fatdl work, and the national cause was the sacri-
- fice.” The enemy at once covered Wilna, easily
reprlsed the all-concerted attack of the Polish
army (though to do the Poles justice they fought
with heroic courage) and extending his lines he
drove those demoralized bands before him to the
Prussian frontier. A number of the Polish sol-
diers, betrayed and abandoned by their chiefs,
gave up:their arms to the Prussians with many a
bitter curse ; while another division of the army
fought on mith desperate courage, and with loud
cries implored their comrades to come back over
the lines and aid them for the honor of Poland,
whereupon the latter, disarmed and prisoners as
they were, were roused with sudden fury when
they saw their brethren refusing to fly,and dymg
like heroes beneath the overwhelming blows ol
the Russians ; and snatching their arms from the
pile where they lay, they shook off the grasp ef
the Prussians, and springing over the ditch which
toried the frontier line, they flew to the assist-
ance of their gallant brethren. In vain would
their unworthy commanders have terposed their
autho'r_ity to restrain them—the greater number
beard “not a word they said, and resolutely pre-
ferred death to slavery. Some there were, ne-
vertheless, who still hesitated, - being intimidated
by the positive prohibition of their officers, and
e menaces of the Prussian soldiers. These
. brave Poles, who of course regarded discipliue ay
sacred, but whose hearts were with their strug-
glig companions, ‘conjured their officers with
tearful eyes to lead them back to the battle.

Ust at this moment a cavalier was seen to
break forth from amidst the tumultuons fine be-
youd the frontier, and ke was quickly recognised
0ran aid-de-camp of the commander-in-chiet.—
.U_rg!.“g' bis borse to .the utinost ke quickly

Jomed the prisoners, paused; pistol in hand, with-
. W twenty paces of the group of renegade gene-
v “I’»‘gnld talking aim at the chief amongst them,
" §|!9$;_hipgn' ‘dead on the spot, with 2 curious ma-
E 'ed‘c,t;‘ﬁﬂg .. After this retribufive act, the whole
: ho y.of the Poles ranged themselves again uni-
L~ uer their-bantiers and ‘made a desperate attack’
b Pierce the eneiny’s lines," in_qvdet to get back
lato Polang. Some,days sooner they might bave
v -Sicededed, Hut as it was the attempt was asig-
w9l failure. . The: time ‘lost through the perfidy of
€ generaly, and:ilie indetision-of the troops, had
srhed the insurteclion, 0 that slter a most dis-
. e%;_.rcﬁrm, and several.severe engagements,
o tﬁé;si;{\_rrregnde'sl by. .thg:overpqyyenng ‘nutber
Taally g ans;:the post harrassed Poles, were
ally driven-to take refige on the' inhospitable
i feritory of Prissia N
‘2.'?.‘,‘,,3-"’-° thiousand eavalry,” there gave’ up. their

Anothir, disision,: consisting of: two thousind’

gﬁ?‘_mand#:t\velvesshuu'dred ‘horse, had’ 4 -little

: )

o o Uie “indusgents returned. .their” homes,
Wie, s0me  other bandy, itk perseveriag, but’
. TR LTS TR IS SN

‘Four'.thousand. infantry,

b together with twenty. pieces of artillery.—:

Leoreidone!the same. " Upwards of three, thous’

alas ! fruitless bravery, took up their abode in the
woods and marsbes whence they waged a war of
extermihation on the encmy. There remained
about three thousand of the regular army, who,
under the command of an intrepid offcer, deter-
mined to make their way back into Poland.—
Now fighting, and anon escaping the enemy by
skillul maneavres they had traversed all Lithua-
nia, bending their course towards the forest of
Bialowiez, where they hoped to enjoy z brief re-
spite, being there sheltered from all pursuit. Tt
was from this heroic band that Count Bialewski
received the conhrmation of the melancholy news
which had already reached him.

# All is over, iy dear Count,” said one of the
principal officers, who was an old friend ; % Li-
thuania is lost to Poland, and Poland herself can
only now be saved by miracle. The Russians
are after us with a superior force, and before two
hours their van-guard will appear on the plain.—
Resistance would now be useless, and your best
course is to follow us to Warsaw as soon as you
can gather up your most valuable effects.”

“Don’t you think,” answered the Count,
“ that we could keep the enemy for some time
before the castle, which is now tolerably well for-
tified, so as to cover your retreat 7

“ And do you imagine,” returned the generous
officer, ¢ that we would consent to leave you ex-
posed to all the vengeful fury of the Russians,
that we ourselves might escape? No, rather
would we remain, that all might perish together.
But the voice of duty calls us to Warsaw to aid
our comrades i its defence. Come, then, with
us, Bialewski! any if any of your people will fol-
low us, they will render a last serrice to the na-
tional cause.”

“ You are right,”* said the Count, * we should
never yield to despair, and must try our fortune
while even one chance remaios to us.”

And so saying he quickly entered the castle,
informed Raphael, Casimir and Rosa of his newly-
formed resolution ; then bade a kind furewell
to the vicar, whom he charged to watch aver the
tenantry whom he so unwillingly left, and pro-
ceeded to colfect together the faithful band which
had bitherto followed his banners.

“ My comrades !’ said the Count, * we have
nothing more to do in Lithuania—the game is up
with us here, but il the jade Fortune has played
us false, she has not, thank God, extinguished our
courage. Lct all those then who owe her a
spite come with me 2nd seek revenge in Poland
proper—remembering always that you are free
either to come or stay. For myself, I have re-
solved to follow these true sons of Poland and
share their fate whatever it may be. Vhoever
decides on following my example will meet me in
half an hour at the bivouac on the plain.”

At the timc appointed, three or four hundred
brave and resolute men appeared before the
Count, and were unmediately admitted into
the ranks of the soldiers, who received them with
melancholy satisfaction. The signal for depar-
tare was given, and for the secoud time the Count
bade adieu to the ancient halls of his fathers.—
Aud so the column moved on in profound silence,
and with a double quick pace, being apprehensive
of a surprise from the Russians who, with vastly
superior numbers, were constantly mancuvring
to hem in the devoted little army. The Poles
were already within a league or so of the great
forest where they were sure of finding a safe re-
fuge—the tops of its tallest trees were already
visible on the horizon, when,m traversing a plain
towards a small river, they discovered that the
Russians were drawn up on the oppesite bank to
dispute the passage. .

“ Fear nothing, my-lads!” cried the Polish
commander, in a loud, cheerful voice, ¢ it is only
their van-guard. Forward to the charge, and
let not a trigger be drawa till you are within
arm’s leagth.”

The Poles udvanced with fearless intrepidity ;
one party throwing themselves on the narrow
bridge which crossed the river, while the others
sprang into the river, which was fortunately ford-
able, and both togetber charged the Russian ca-
valry with a force which made them reel back-
wards. But the confusion was only momentary,
for they quickly drew up again in good order on

‘the plain which the Poles must necessarily cross

and sought to obstruct their progress by vigorous
and repeated charges. - The Dolish regulars, frm
as rocks in their places, still marched on aad
made good their way, presenting to the enciny an
unbroken array of bristling bayonets. Unfurtu-~
nately the Count’s followers, fully as eourageons,
but being utterly-inexperienced in the rude trade
of war, could not resist the mighty force of the
‘Russinn cavalry, and though still keeping their
ground- they suffered their ranks to be broken
through and disorder of .course ensued. At the
-voice of, the Count a square was formed around
Rosa who had been thus:left-in the midst of the
confusign. ‘Raphael and Casimir threw. them-
selves'forward drawing after thém the bravest of
‘their followers—their fearless valor drove back

the Russian troopers, and.thus gave time for their

;people. to close up their broken ranks. Yet an-
othier' effort and the enemy fell back still fasther,

but just as Raphael stretched out his arm to pre-
vent Casimir {rom pursuing them too far, he saw
hiin stagger, and received him in his arms. The
ill-futed young man made a sign that all was over
with him, nurmured his father’s name and ex-
pired. A ball had pierced his bosom. Raphael
could not desert the body of fus friend, and car-
ried it astde, with the assistance of some of his
friends, contrivisg as they did so, to conceal
theic mournful burden from the Count, who, on
his part, was seeking Rosa, believing that she
alone was in danger. Meanwhile the plain was
crossed ; the soil became rough and uneven, and
the Russian cavalry, jaded and exhausted, could
urge their horses no farther. Upon this the
Poles quickened thewr march, reached the forest,
and when they found themselves safe within its
giant enclosure they embraced and congratulated
each other with many a joyous acclamation.

% But Casimir—where is he ?’ Jemanded the
Count, as he fixed his astonisbed gaze on the de-
jected countenance of Raphacl. "The latter could
oot speak, but his tears rushed forth unbidden.

“Ha! then my son is dead !” cried the poor
father, at once catching in the fatal truth. The
tears—the scalding tears of anguish rolled Ffast
from his eyes, and his head sank beavily on his
bosom ; but suppressiug his emotion by an effort
worthy of himself, he pressed his daughter to his
heart, as though fearful lest she, too, might be
torn from him ; he locked around on his sympa-
thising friends, and said in a firm voice :

% But wherefore do I weep? Surely my boy
could not have died a_more glorious death, To
my country, then, do I offer up this sacrifice—to
my country and my God—may it be one of pro-
pitiation !> Whereupon he proceeded with equal
firmness to take the necessary raeasures for hav-
ing the beloved remains couveyed in safety to
the spot which be selected for its last resting
place—for poor Casimir might not lie in the tomb
of his fathers. Again the march was resumed,
and having soon after received a slight reinforce-
ment sent by the commander-in-chief, this rem-
nant of the Polish army once more entered Pra-
ga. The Count took his danghter immediately
to Warsaw, where a sister of his late wife re-
sided. Here he gave a few days to the mdul-
gence of Lis heavy sorrow, for though the sol-
dier could bot openly give way to his feelings,
yet the heart of the father was deeply wounded
by the loss of his only, lus brave and mable
son. But he was soon aroused from his lethargy
of woe by the stirring importance of what was
passing around him. It was then the middle of
August. The Polish army was cocamped under
the walls of Warsaw, and was still exceedingly
formidable, for though compromised at first by
the excessive cwrcwmnspection of its chiefs, and
seriously weakened by a constant successiou of
new generals, it was still an elective lforce of
70,000 men. Such was the position of the Tolish
army when 120,000 Russians, furnished with
four Jhundred pieces of cannon, took up their
quarters in the acighborhood, und prepared for a
general attack. Meanwhile the city was a prey
to anarchy and discord. That unhappy people,
always suspicious, and always divided amougst
themselves, slaughtered in their prisons either
those whom they had reason to expect of being
Russian spies, or the generals to whom they at-
tributed the failure of the revolution. And at a
time when the voice of their suffering country
calted them to rally on their ramparts for the de-
fence of the city, they were found debating in
their club-rooms, and in the municipal chambers,
each putting forth his claim to an authority which
wasnow but a phantoin, aud discussing public re-
forms with the hosts of the Czur before their
gatgs, ready to pounce on the last remaining
hope of Poland. Nevertheless there was still
one vigerous arm to curb these devastating pas-
sions, and to make at least a dignified prepara-
tion for tke death-agony of the Polish nation,
which could not be far distant. Count Bialew-
ski, secing the deplorable condition of the city,
hastened to offer his services to the newly-in-
stalled governor, who was certanly doing his ut-
most to restare order, and his proposal was
thankfully accepted. Raphael, with his corps of
Lithuanian volunteers, joined the ranks of the
army, and were stationed in ove of the principal
redoubts not far from the gates of the city. The
army stood prepared for & desperate resistance,
and notwithstanding the great inequality of fhe
opposing forces, no true Pole had ceased to hope
for a favorable result. The field marshal in com=<
mand of the Russian army was not blind'to the
determination of the Poles, aod-having taken
good note of their preparations, be saw that be
could eater Warsaw by a lremendous sacrifice,
and, therefare, tricd to éffect a compromise offer-
ing to the Polish army an bonorable capitalation.
He promisetl, in bis master’s name, a free pardon
for the past, promises for the future, together
with 2 redress of those -grievances, which rwere
the immeduate cause of the rebellion, and an'in-
vestigation into the affairs of certain’ proviaces
which - were considered. peculiarly aggrieved.—
But 2s the Poles had.made up theic minds to: ex-
piate their numerans faults and errors by &' glo~
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rious end, they would listen to no terms that did
not include their complete independence, and |
such was the answer officially returncd to the |
Russian commander. Warsaw was surrounded |
by a double belt of fortifications, which would |
have required for their defence a much larger ;
force than they could now have, for = lody of |
twenty thousand men had been detached from the |
main army some days before in order to provide ;
a commissarat for the city, with order at the
time to turn the enemy’s lavk, not more to create |
a serious diversion in that quarter than Lo prove |
that the Poles were still bold enough te m:ke an
attack. Yet with all these disadvantages, each :
individual within the city applied bimseli cou-
rageously ta the performance of his duty. ;

Amidst all the melancholy bustle of prepara- "
tion for the last act of the tragedy, the Connt |
and Raphael were grievousty anxions about 1losa, |
and. feacfully asked each other what was to be- |
come of her if Warsaw was tukey by the Ras- |
siuns of which there was, alas ! but too much pro-
bability.  VWho was to protect her amid the hor-
rors likely Lo be enacted in Warsaw? When
the Couat repeated to Raphael bhis terrible ap-
preliensions, the latler was stunned to silence,
but after some reflection, e found voice to say :

“ My dear Count! notwitbstanding the sad
scenes going on every where around us, sulfer me
to eotreat that the probationary term may be
abridged, so that I may acquire a legal title to
become the protector of Iiosa. Were she only
mine in reality, I could do and dare every thing
for her, and though the war may wage around,
she will have a double chance of safety when her
father and her busbaad will be near to guard
her.”

“Iam so thoroughly convinced of your pru-
deuce and discretion, my dear Raphael, not to
speak of your sincere devotion Lo our interests,
that I cheerfully approve of your suggestion.—
At avy moment I may full as my poor son Casi-
mir has done,aud I can die contented when I
leave my daughter such a protector. Come, then,
let us speak to Rosa on the subject, and if she
consents, three days hence she shall become your
wife.”

Rosa, as she listened to her father’s repre-
sentations, appeared deeply moved by the gener-
ous devntion of Raphael, and when she had heard
all, she unhesitatingly placed her hand in his, and
told him that she was perfectly willing to Lave
the ceremony performed at whatever time ber
father and he deemed it advisable. Raphael was
not slow iz acting on this gracious permission,
for the trath was that he could scarcely absent
bhimself ¢cven for a short time from his military
duties, which formed, alas! a sad contrast to
those: which he now so eagerly set about. “The
marriage was to take place (in the most private
manoer) on the 6th of September, at 3 o'clock
in the morning, when on the eve of that day the
Russian columns were put in motion, and opened
a terrible fire on the Pales, with the hope of di-
viding their ranks, and of enfeebling their strength,
by forcing them to spread their lines farther than
they could with safety. The redoubt occupied
by Raphal and bis Lithuanians was attacked with
the utinost fury, and the shock was truly terrific
—suixty guns played for several hours on that de-
voted spot, aod it was by superhuman courage
and fortitude that its gallant defenders kept their
position, exposed as they were to a murderous
fall of grape-shot aod cannon-balls. Yet still
they wavered not though the foe was evidently
advancing for a closer and more deadly assault,

In the meantime, a fierce struggle was going
on amid the ruins ; everywhere the Ilussians pre-
vailed, for they numbered twenty to one, yet the
Poles, the brave unfortunate Poles, died with
Leroic courage, nor Rinched a step until they were
mowed down like vipe grain in barrest. So
fiercely and successfully did they deal their ven-
geance that they bad soon before them a new
rampart, composed of the dead bodies of their
mortal foes. But, ob, despaic! with all their
audacity and all their fortitude, they were forced
to abandon the rcdoubt and retire within the
walls, owing to a want of ammunition. Tt was
about two o’elock in the afternoon when ancther
redoubt, which bad been carried by the Russians, |
blew up with a tremendous explosion, a DPolish
officer having, as he quitted the place, set fire to
a small train of powder, so that the victors might
be buried under the ruins, Yet still the Rus-
si1ans went on, and on, pursuing their success with
inconceivable rapidity ; already they bad gaiced
the heights - which command the suburbs- called
Czysta, when od a sudddn the Dolish arrtillery,
directed by a master hand, opened upon them a
terrsfic fire ; being entirely exposed ‘to the dread
range of the balls, the Russian columns wavered
and hesitated, and being just then attacked by
two battalions of Polish infintry they retreated
and took refuge in the outer line of the fortifica-
tions, of which they bad long since gained pos-
session. - Both armies being faint and exhausted,
it was now tacitly agreed to postpone the cantest’
till' the’ morrow..  During the day, negociations

the dilferent members of the 1Ex(:_cutii;é-, some of

guidance, and whea
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whom weee willing to give up a struggle whose
end it was easy to foresee, and to submit at once,
while others declared that they would die sword
in hand, resisting to the last an unjust and Jaw-
less oppression.

Tt was during this short armistice that Raphael
stole away from his post to kncel with Hosa be-
fore the altar. A gloom like that of death over-
hung the devoted ey, Searcely time: batl they
to say farewell afier the ceremony was eoncluded,
for even the taesio peaded, awl the deawn Bieat to
artns, and Raphaet could only exclaiur as he
pressed 1losa to his heart in a first einbirace

< Naow, [ buve acquired the right 19 die w0
your defence. Ol that T may be enabled o
save you, aud life ttself will be but a poor saesi-
fiee.”

> And 1" murmnred Rosa, as ber teaes fell tast
on the bosom of her husband, »and £ Raphaet,
wa now entitled to share the dangers and the
triaby of your future life, and e <ur, my bee
toved, that you will never find e <hrink from
danger, or from suffering whea 1t is 1o be met by
your side.”  "T'he moments were pressvg, and
having again bade farewell 10 his dronging bride,
Rapluel hastened way G eesunie v post, wade
the Count returned 1o hic place i the counri,
where the Tate of Waraow wis thew uuder dis-
cussion.

The squares were lled with the punie-siriekon
inhabitants, who were disewssing i fw tones tie
mournful news of the duy. Al those who were
able to carry arms bastened W the rimparts, and
to the dilferent autlets of the city.  Womenand
children toiled away at the harricades, and @
preparing cartridges for the saldiers and wadidiog
for the puns. flmu' after hour lung trains of
carts arrived with the wouded, and each fresh
arrival was greeted with mouraful cries and la-
meutations.  T'he truce having expired ere yet
the counci! had reached any satisfactory concle-
ston, the cannonading was uuan heard, “ aad the
discharge incessantly poured out by three ua-
dred and fifty fiery muuths,” says one of the
writers from whom we have burrowed our histo-
rical facts,* caused the earth 1o trewmble for mtles
around.”  And this went on without o single
pause from one o’clock in the aficrnoon Uil the
darkness of night closed in.  Tn the very midst of
the frightful carnage and the increasing confla-
gration of the now ruined suburh of Cyzata, Ra-
phael was still seen, by the Light of the flaaes,
urging on his brave followees, though himsif
blceding from inany a wound, and enfiebled fiom
loss of blood; nor could he be prevailed upon to
retire while yet oue lingering hope remained.—
IBut vain—all vain— this heroic valor, and vain
the unexampled devotion of the gallant fuw whe
still held out, for even then the Lussians were
entering the doomed eity in ruthless triurph, and
Poland—poor, unfortunate Loland - wus again at
the mercy of her deadly enemies.

CHAPTER XLI.

Notwithstanding the sublime efforts of her de-
fenders, Warsaw was just about to become the
prey of the Russians, when the government, ia
opposition to the legislative assembly which was
then sitting, took upon itselt to order a cessation
of arms, and commanded the retreat of the Pol-
ish battalions. T'wenty thousand Russiaps, be-
tween killed and wounded, lay on the field, a
striking proof that the victory had been dearly
earned. And the Polish army, conquered as it
waz, gave the Russians serious alarm, so that
dreading their vengeance, should they be driven
to despuir, the victors gave them permission to
depart with their arms and baggaze. Twenty
thousand of the bravest and best of the sons of
Poland, availing themselves of these favorable
terms, marched that day from the gates of that
city they had gallantly, but vainly, defended, and
bearing with them eighty pieces of cannon, they
took their way towards the fortress of Modlia,
hoping to rally around them some scattered Polish
corps which would huve made them, as they cal-
culated, about’ sixty thousand strong. But the
timidity of the officers of thase detuchinents de-
stroyed this reasonable hope and the main body
thus left to its own resources, wandered about
sometime longer without end or aim.

The Capitol being lost, and each one copsi-
dering that the natiogal cause was defntively
ruined, it was generally thought that the army
would very soon make a formal submission to the
Russian Government. Rapbael, though serving
only as a voluntéer, could not think of ‘deserting
the nztional banser while yet 1t was unfurled, and
therefore thought himself obliged ‘lo accompany

to.mark out a'course, of action and sée it exe
cuted, the ‘troops were [eft entirely to their ‘owal

appointment had somewhat passed away- a"bidlen

were again opengd, but nothing decisive could be.

‘arranged, owing to the diversity of ojiinion amongst -

reaction succeeded, and-while it”las(ed, “some’

.

the army, having merely found time to"say fave- -

well to the Count and Rosa}'and to tell them'tbat
he hoped for a speedy return “as the army must
soon be broken up. But, alds! for that gallaat®
army, having no commander. of sufficient energy-

.

tie Brst effects of thelr dis-" "2

T e gt IR AT e g ot i) .
were' of, the Opinion; that they"lbould‘marcﬁtb,'@ﬁ_u
: R R R AR AR A £ B8 ST



