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RDINAL ARCHBISHOP OF WEST-

C%VIIN STER’S FOURTH AND CON-
CLUDING LECTURE .
ON CRIME AND EDUCATION.

"T'his discourse brought to a close tins interest-
ino' and important series.
mb’_f'? say {)hat it surpassed His Emim;nce’s ordi-
pary standard, would be—unless he himself were
the person achieving that triumph—a bold figure
of speech ; but so it scemed to us, a.ncf we _could
not but feel, most foreibly, hpw prxllant is the
lustre shed upon the Church in this country by
the surpassing powers of his maste_r—mlud. .

Great as le is in everything, his greatness is
as unreservedly as unassumingly placed_ at 'the
disposal of all ; and there can be few, we imagine,
who do not joyfully avail themselves of every op-
portunity of lmowing the speculations, the reflec-
tions, and the conclusions of so profound and cul-
tivated an intelligence.

If we dwell, here, upon his marvellous powers
it 1s because we are painfully conscious of the
utter impossibility of conveying to our readers
any adequate notion of }hc flow 91 u}eas, bczu':ty
aof )anguage,aml impressiveness of dghvery, which
the spealcer brought to bear upon his sub‘]ect..

As His Eminence announced at the terimina-
tion of the last sermon, kis text was from Eccle-
siastes, and whereas ke had before chosen to ex-
patiate upon the fear of the Lord as the begin-
ping of wisdom, he now desired to exhibit how
the fear of the Lord was to be the beginning of
Love.

If, therefore, said he, this fear of the Lord is
at once the beginning of these two sciences—of
Divine wisdom and Divine love—we may justly
conciade that the two form in fact but onesingle
valume : that the study of wisdom properly so
called, according to humapn acceptation, imparts
to usin its widest range the knowledge of the
lore of God for us, and of that we should bear
to Him. '

In fact, if we -look at science as the world
describes it, but with the eye of faith, in all its
particulars of color, form, order in which it iu-
vites us to study it, what do we find but this ele-
ment of love which originates, regulates, sustains
and gives life to all things.

What are the laws winch govern the spheres
but those springing from that love which we learn
even in secular science to call a harmony ; which
even in ancient astronomy is compared to a harp
whose measured strings produce a successive and
unbroken dlow of eloquent though silent music.
What is more akin to lave, than harmony ?—
harmony of intelligence, harmony of order,_lmr-
mony of action, all combining to form one tnighty
and magnificent plan.

‘We gaze upon the leavenly bodies, launched
into space, they seem to be, as it were, swinging
fooscly in its boundiess realms, and yet we know
they are maintained in their several orbits, inevit-
ably fulfilling their appointed path, and are in
reality swayed to and fro by what we term the
powers of attraction and repulsion, as if each
brought from more distant spheres, and sought
to communicate to each neighbor that approached
it, the mighty tale of the Almighty power and
incomprehensible tove which overrules them all,

The Heavens declare the glory of God, and
the orbs of the firmament sing of His love, cry-
mng oul, one to anotber, as they rall on in majes-
tic and undisturbed serenity. And who cannot
see that this wisdom so severe, and yet so soft,
so inflexible, and yet so mild, must be guided by
the hand of love, as well as of strength.

But, leaving the starry heavens, and descend-
ing to the sphere which, we inhabit, do we not
find the same spirit of order, and that the earth,
our fruitful mother, teems with fecundity on every
side, producing with equal perfection the most
insignificant blade of grass, the homeliest [ruit
tree and the proudest cedar of Libanus? Even
as an infant depending on its mother for the sus-
tenance she supplies to it, and with which it im-
hibes the affection and attachment which makes
it cling to her, as by a natural instinct; so it is
with all beings on the carth; the herdsman tend-
ing his cattle, the shepherd leading his flock, ex-
perience in a greater or less degree, 2 mutual re-
cognition. Even in the domestic animals which
we feed and caress is love developed towards us,
and towards one another, dawn to the lowest or-
der of creation; and we know what it is in our-
selves, 'What, then, :is Love? That close and
endearing cement which binds together clements
in the lesser circle of the family ; parent and
child, lusband and wife, brother and sister: be-
yond this, extending to the ties of duty, citizen-
ship, and -nationality ; shaping all the different
masses into states of ‘social concard, and going
on to other great unions which form kingdoms
and empires. _

The principlé which gives it birth begins in
heaven, descends to earth, and rises again to man,
an unseen current of unity flowing through -it;
but it wants onc more link to complete the cir-
cle § it must rise again from the intellect and the
heart of man, to Him in whom all is centred, and
make us feel how entirely the whole of nature

centres in religion and through our own under-
standing and reason must return and find its prin-
ciple in God. .

Such principles I wish to place before you this
evening. I have spoken to you of Crimre, und
I have spoken of Ziducation. Ou the latter sub-
jectT dwelt more particularly, to show that, how-
ever deeply it may be studied, and however wide-
ly its operations may be diffused, it is nothing
worth without this principle, which constitutes the
whole science of Ciad. Tt ust begin in feur;
it must convey the knowledge and assurance of

-the power, might, and grandeur stamped upon

His works, but 1t must lead to the love of God
by « contemplation of His beneficence to man in
creation. On this, all we dofor training the
habit of the youthful mind must be first and prin-
cipally basedl.

You will, 1 am sure, my dear brethren, give
me credit for not intending to suppose that the
mere abstract principle of the duty of loving God
iz the most prevalent in the system of education
1 would recommend ; that the youthful mind
should be constantly turned fo this as a dry and
abstract idea ; but what [ want to show is that
there are several great difliculties in the present
system of education which can only be yremedied
by instilling the principle of love; and it will
form the only basis of true,.sound, and, T will
add, practical education. Tt is, then, the conse-
quences of this lugh and noble sentiment, this
holiest and purest feeling, that I have prmcipally
to deal with and trace to its source; and the
principle most important to infuse into education,
one which can scarce be too strongly inculcated,
but on which we scem to be gradually turning our
backs, is contentment. This forms a beginning
whence o start, an ohject which we must endea-
vor to keep constantly before us. You will re-
member, from the first I have said, all education
is fo be considered prospective. True educa-
tion comsists in putting the child, the youth, in
that state in which he iy afterwards to be ; in ac-
customing him to trace, under the guidance of a
skilful eye and an experienced hand, though with
faltering and infantine steps, in the same path in
which he is to continue to walk during the rest
of his life. _

Contentment signifies being at peace with all
that externally surrounds us—being satisfied with
all in the midst of which we move.

Discontentment signifies being in jar and dis-
sonance with the situation, events, and circum-
stances in which we bappen actually to he.

A discontented person is ane who does not live
happily inhis present state ; who is always im-
patient and restless, unquiet and unsettled, always
fixing his mind upon some standard in his imagi-
nation by hich he measures everythieg, con-
stautly fancying he would be better clsewhere,
and that he would attain this desired goal at some
future time. "The present is to him unsatisfac-
tory, sicce he is always looking for a change
which will, perhaps, never come—always longing
after something that is not.

It is clear that a feeling like this is one of irri-
taton. He is become the centre of his own
thoughts, and cares not for the pleasure or pain
of others, but only for himself.

My brethren, I would ask you if any system of
education based on the principle that would pro-
duce this—for there can be no question but that
acling from motives of self-interest must result
in discontent—I would ask you, T say, if sucha
system can be sound. If not, then, the question
is, is there no reason to believe weare educating
on a principle which leads to this evil ?

I do not ask you, now, whether or not we are
over-educating our children; I do not enter now
into the consideration of scientitic or moral in-
struction, or how far it may be necessary to
initiate children in the mysteries of logic, pro-
found grammar, and many otlier sciences and
points of study which I need not enumerate:
tlus is not the question. Bui T do ask you, does
the basis of the education you are supplying con-
sist in giving children that training und instruc-
tion necessary for the state in which they are?
or, if not, are you not preparing them for a
higher position than they hold? Is not the po-
pular idea that education should raise them from
the state in which they are toa ligher ? will raise
the child, intended for a workman, to a foreman,
from a foreman to a manager, from a manager to
a partner, from a partner to a rich master and
commander of men? :

Do we not find that the education which raises
the poor above their natural state is not such as
really to qualify them for a position above that,
but only to make them feel a capacity for some-
thing different, to the subversion of all things ?

Thus, the child must draw, the child must sing,
he must be able to travel, theoretically, over the
globe, and know the longitude and latitude of
every little island in the ocean—he must know

the name and position of every star; butstill he |

is-a -mere pauper, with no immediate prospect
from his present circumstances:of any ameliora--
tion in his position;, which shall rescue him from

- toiling and I;\bouring;j by the sweat of his brow 10

gain his daily bread. T ask you what constitutes
the organization of society ? It is as rigidly cir-
cumscribed by fixed laws as any other purt of the
system instituted by God,and governed by his
providence, ‘

There never was any social comuunity sanc-
tioned by the world in which there was not dis-
tinction of ranks. One unfortunately lower than
the rest, and then cach rising above the other
until we reach that Ligher than all. T speak not
of the moral, but of the social scale. Tlhis gra-
dation follows a law as certain as that which re-
gulates the system of hydrostatics, and flows on
from generation to generation, from age to age.—
Changes may take place, but distinctions of
classes will always exist. That which is hght,
and bueyant, and sparkling, and full of life and
spirit, and on the surface to-day will be that which
sinks gradually, perhaps stowly at fist, hut it
sinks and sinks till it comes {o stagnate in the
very dregs. We may stirit up with all our might
and mingle it into one indistinguishable mass j—
but the law of gravitation will prevail in the mo-
ral state, and in a short while we shall see it as
bright, and smooth, and joyous on its surface, and

as dead, and turbid, and stagnaat in the bed in

which it flowsas at first,

There have been attempts to overturn this or-
der. Revolutions, like mountain forrents, have
not enly agitated their waters, but have broken
from their banks, charging themselves with all
that is impure in the country, surrounding for a
time everything with the agitation of boiling
winrlpeols, dangerous eddies, sweeping waterfalls
and foaming cataracts dashing themselves over
rocks ; but, look forward, this has never lasted
a single generation. Notwithstanding the boast
that all are now equal, that the distinctions of
high and low have disappeared, we shall find that
time will bring back all things to the same level
which existed for ages before.

- The bold, the enterprising, the persevering,
perhaps the wicked, will rise ; while the dull, the
uncnergetic, the tame, will falland disappear, and
society will continue to present the game form it
has always heid.  The various elements which
compose it will continue to contend there ; learn-
ed and ignorant, wise and fools, active and idle,
will divide and diversify it as before ; and no
amount of change you can make in the position
of the mass of the people will eventnally to any
extent destroy this mequality of conditions. Ifit
should, the consequence must be confusion. Tt
is difficult to say whether any eflort we could
make would diminish the number of the most poor
or the most lahorious ; of those, in short, who
have to bear the burden in this world.

‘Where there are rich classes they will require
servants—persons to do menial duties, to toil al-
most as the beasts of the field ; a due proportion,
therefore, of the populaiion must be reserved for
these occupalions, as advantageous, after all, to
themselves as they are to those who require them.
If, therefore, we teach the poor to direct their
thoughis to rising above their appointed work, it
can only be (and if we are honest we ouglht to
tell them so) at the expenses of ihe class which
God has placed in the position from which they
must drive them. This is a law we cannot con-
trovert atd cannot overthrow.

Now, this being the case, my brethven, let me
ask—Is it a right principle of education to pre-
pare those we bring up for a state they have no
chance of attaining? Is it not founding on a
basis which ought rather to be deprecated? Is
it not inoceulating them in youth with dissatisfac-
tion at the position they are occupying, and must
hereafter be content to occupy? It is true a
great number do rise, and of these many have
even attended the highest position. This has al-
ways beenso, and in our own time especially, more
than ever. But wlat is the result? You will
go into the city ; you will find menin a large way
of business who began life in a poor school, and
by laudable industry, activity, and economy have
attained to the Inghest piteh of fortune. Again,
the manufucturer, the owners of landed property,
have fought their way bravely and laboriously
from the ranks of the peor. Honor be to them;
they deserve all praise ; aslong as they have been
faithful, horest, incorruptible, there is hardly a
higher or more bonourable positien in this world.

But is this one man, who sees himself master
of a large factory, continuing and even increasing
his prosperity, 1o be an example which all are to
expeet to follow?  He has in his employ 500 or
perhaps 1000 hands ; who are they ?  His school-
fellows, perbaps, or the children of his fellow
paupers. Out of the 500 in that school, he alone
has advanced in worldly prosperity. TIs it fair to
direct the education of 500 chiidren that one, or

it might be two, or even ten children, may attain

an clevated position ? Surcly it is as false to

-educate on this principle asto teach things con-

trary to tlic established laws of nature.

~What, then, I contend. for is, that edueation
must ‘take the ‘ordinary rule of life as-its basis;
that is, it must anticipate .that children will re-
main in_the condition in-which they are placed,

‘ugless God stiould please otherwise,” They must

be instructed in that kind of knowledge which is
good and useful for their condition ; but it is per-
fect folly to reckonupon a state which wil] never
be attained by above one out of a thousand.

I know what some will say: “Do you, tlien,
wish to repress the honest ambition of thc poor,
and condemn them to remaia poor and abject all
their lives 79

Brethren, I do not like these combinations of
terns 5 T aun very suspicious of sueh expressions,
and when I hear people talk of the « honest am-
bition™ of the poor, 1 cannot but think it is akic
to the “houorable pride” and the ¢ genteel
vices” of the rich; Isay, get rid of the sub-
stantives ; let us be content with the ajectires.
What has honor to do with pride?  Let i be
honorable in pecuniary transactions, honorable in
his dealings with otber men, and in his inter-
course with the whole world, and his honor will :
not be lowered by uot being combined with
pride ; let him be tender towards all, conpassion-
ate, affable, gentle—for this, after ull, is the true
meaning of the word. When I sce a man thus
eminent, I look upon him as more truly noble than
he can ever he by the most remote possibility of
any connexion with vice. So will the peor, and
anid their ¢ honest ambition.” Let them be ho-
nest 2oehout the umbition, let them show respect
to their superiors, kindness to their companions,
condescension Lo their inferiors when they rise ; et
them be honest in their dealings with the world,
and with God, aye honest with God ; giving to
Him His due as to wan, and they will rise infinitely
Ligher than by honesty, fledged with the wings
of ambition.

Honesty is a virtue, ambition a vice. What
can they have in common? Repress ambition,
Lut promote honesty to the fullest extent the tenn
will admit.

I will ask, Low is coutentment, as a funda-
mental principle of education, to be communi-
cated?  The aunswer is plain, it isa purely
Cliristain feeling.

In the heathen world there existed no class
corvesponding to the lionest, hard working, poor
of our own times.

There was no gradation between the slave
whose only motive to labour was the lash, and
the nobles who possessed all, and wel! knew how
to employ the indigent class and kept it under
either by the sword, as in Rome, or in subjec-
tion by the passing of mere ediels, and even in
the old Testament it is clear there iwas a check
purposely to prevent classes [rom passing [rom
one into the other. They iere maintaimed in
tribes, families, by allotments of inheritance. If
they gained any advantage over one another by
superior skill or otherwise, and so became vich,
yet when the year of Jubilee came, the proper-
ty was redistributed and restored to its original
owner, and thus equality was kept up.  There
could be no priest or servant of a priest except
of the famiiy of Aaron or the tribe of Levi.
The tribes settled over Jordan, were of neces-
sify a pastoral race, and it was their dnty to keep
watcl against the invasion of marauders. Those
on the sea coast enjoyed the commerce of Tyre ;
those in Judea were to be the warriors, the {earn-
ed men, the chiefs of the nation ; thus it was
impossible for any one to change his pasition or
aspive to one greatly higher; but while in the
new law, scope is given to assiduity, unlimited
development is {allowed to industry, while men
may change their position, provided they are
guided by honorable and noble feelings ; part of
the principle is that we be satisfied with what
may befal us even in this world.

St. Paul lays down the principle of content-
ment as one of Christian importance, which has
existed nowhere else, and is easy to trace to its
source. Our DBlessed Redeemer, when He
preached the Gospel, did what no other sage had
ever dane before Him: He praised poverty,
gave it lopes never entertained before, and cle-
vated it to a position, not only higher than swealth
but higher than wisdom—ITe made the condition

No. 40.

life he is truly to live, that a few brief years will
make him all straight.  God has his own laws,
and Lowever incomprebensible to us they are per-
fectly eonsistent and larmonious. While one
]ossesses 4 magnificent palace, another dwells in
a hut-—ope inbabits a luxurious apartment, another
islodged in the wari of 1 poorbowse—one is fed at
a sumptuous table, another is pining with hunger:
the difference is only between the (vo bodies—be-
tween the soul of the richest nobleman and that
of the fast of panpers there is no difference in
the eye of God.

Yet even these bodies are orgamised with equal
care and precision ; relatively Lo external things
they are difierent ; but in the sight of God be-
tween the body and the soul of the one and of
the other there is no distinction, and when Iaid
in the grave there is something more besides the
two festering bodies—there are two immorial
souls to stand before the throne of (Gnd—two
souls not 1o he judged by the purple und fine tin-
en of the one and the rags of the other, bot by
the use the rich man has made of his wealth, and
the parcinee with wlhich the poor man has sus-
tained the lot of poverty which God Ins made
dis.

All this iy instilled in our schools, where chil-
dren are tanght 10 Jove as well as foar-—that
vorldly prosperity and adversity are sent.in per-
feetly equal kindness—and that i both is to be
traced nought but goodness and mercy in exu-
berant co-operation—nought but the eye, und
hand, and purpose of a loving God ; and it the
child whose lot may be poverly ; or the young
man pusued by disappointment, or the strong
man crushed by the world, yet raises lis thoughts
to Giod, he is happy here, and he will be happy
herealter in the kingdom of His love.

We should train them in the love of (iod as
dispenser of all, without flattering their toa carly
opening pride with the idea that they can be some-
thing better here: think you they will toil
less diligently when you have taught them there
awaits them an eternal reward for their submis-
sion and patience ?  We have faught them the
motive: pure love will praduce the resull.

Another consequence of the love of Giod is
what T will call respeet. It is closely allied to
what T have already described, that it canuot fail
to strike us all, that [rom some cause or other a
principal which was once strong has now become
weak—1 mean respect to others, and especially
the respect of the lower for the higher elasses of
society. It has been noticed, not ouly in ldng-
tand but in many foreign countries, and perhaps
more particularly as regards the natural rever-
enee due from children to their father and motler,
which is sensibly diminished. At an carlier age
we may observe an impatience of contral, a feel-
g of independence, an assertion of rights which
neither nature nor society bave given: anintole-
rance of reproof, a wrestling against the voke,a
rebelling against authority, a desive to be in pas-
seseion of all the rights of men.

The disrespect to parents is manifested in the
manner in which they are spoken of, in the way
in which children are populirly represented, in
the scenes we are often obliged to wituess, in
aur annals of crime, exhibiting so many youthful
definquents ; the father and inother not unflre-
quently compelled to bring them to justice them-
selves, and weeping that they have no influence
to check the vices of their children. And how,
indeed, should they, when so little delerence is
accorded by the young to the opinions of per-
sons who, from their age and experience, might
be expected to command atfention? Instead of
this, what do we hear? Blunt contradictions,
positive assertions, a knowledge of science as-
sumed, opinions laid down on every subject—on
politics, on religion !—yes, unfortunately, on re-
ligion.

And 7o do they speak of it? With sar-
casms, with doubts ; indeed, they boast rather of
not believing too much. And these qualities
declare themsclves too often at an age when it
was formerly supposed that docility wus the very

of the poor no longer despicable, but, on the
contrary, honourable. He even sanctified it and
made it a source -of happiness. The poor man
may be content, the sick may be happy ; he may
smile in the midst of his sorrow and afiliction, for
he knows he is more beloved of (God, and feel-
ing (which leads us to the principle) that what-
ever may be his state it is bestowed on him and
made his place by One infinitely wise and good ;
he knows that had such been His purpose ITe
might have made him a king or a great one of
the earth—ikat there was no blunder, no acei-
dent, but that his position was the choice of un-
fathomable love. Godrules all things, and poor
and suffering as he may be, God has decreed all
that Befalls him ; and though permitted to eman-
cipate himself and ascend above his position, for
God has not forbidden this, yet he can remain
where he is with perfect content. Lo

He is taught that thus he is more Jike God,
more like His Blessed Mother, to whom Herself
poverty was alloted. o .

It has besides been instilled, again and again,
into his mind that life:is short; that it is ‘not the

flower of youth—that gentle and amiable sub-
mission to parental teaching was its highest oria-
ment—when instruction was gradually and unve-
sistingly sucked in under the inild influence of
home—nof overwhehned by the heavy shower
whicl inundates the soil, but watered by the dew
of a whole day falling in seltand gentle drops.

We cannot deny that want of reverence is
higher and higher. oo _

There is too litlle defercace paid to those
God has appointed to teach.

raises it above all that the Lnowledge and wis-
dom of human science can gire; and the in-

that high and responsible office gives to hima.

deep love. ; el

the vice of the age, and that this evil is rising

dwelling of the Holy Spirit in him who holds

Now, brethren; I ‘xh_ust- p.exl-m'it m)self ‘-','to_‘v make
oue remark : it cannot:be -doubted that qur sys-..

. o, artek

wht

It is the feeling of .
the divine character of social teaching that

sacred authority. . The indwelling of . grace .
imparts a direct guidance in what belongs to. the . -
priestly cffice, which calls for veneralion and.. .




