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- This sub_]ect has* been se]ected wltb a due»ap Tec
sponsxbrhty it entails” It is one'of perll af]djdrﬂlculty t'o' atly Lje’c"-f
turer=for’ in refernng to'thé go]de’h" ‘nQbs of the fnind; ahd'es b
nablest andpélished: passnges of-the grent masters’ of e]dqu nt:e u}
ancient,and , modern trmes, his ]nnﬂuafre and force,.of expressmn
wiast.suffer fiomi comparlsonf = “'ThB brillignt h‘ght’spi‘n the Hemi-.
sphere abovew:ll"reﬂech i fhe dimw Witonaly .

-8 Yy j;h:[,f! 'f"t

i'atlon of’ the re-

din’ ‘world"belor%"" ¥ put“fw rsona
vonsrderatmns Of‘thls kmd oucrhtn& ¢ """éi’gh upon’ : h'e;e""‘ W
I)rmg our offerings 1o a’h]éss'éﬂ ALY ‘:‘»..It' is our dtlty hon?l?ve'l‘ mo¥
dérateo¥ even anadequn'te our powe may’ B3 to‘ th'é’tins' t6°com"
mnicate know.ledge”upon‘rthﬁse snluee@‘ VR 5k séi'édsc‘g"d'r'
phllosophy. or letters, upon which we’ha[vé ispent lhe*nglls offaipa pa§t~
1ife—on’which we can’*shl*dr‘the “hghts” 'oF*Obserﬁé,tionlén‘d eﬁ:e—
rrence, .and to whichwe can’brmv the: frmts of zr]ong, i nof’sl.l‘ce{ess
ful; stady. 'The, Brste enqmry is orle' whieli has loupbeen“famlhar
tome; and-in hrmglnu- ‘bifdre you'the conelusmns to- &HiﬁH’I’a’r‘rd
others have ‘come, and the evrdence upon \vhlch they are’founded
I’trust L shall be ableito correctsome geperal and’ erroneb s in <
préssions, - and: pr.ove-the Jmportance, in a novel” and"rmportﬁnt
light, ‘of * these" ‘and'similar ‘institutions: * In this' utxhtarran ge e
all subscnhe to.the prmctple‘thatotheory and speculdtron nre“httle

entitled to respect ’unless“they have a- practrcal 1nd'useful end?? i
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andy pams but to' thid hmrt tbelrimtercourse is conﬁned—tbe expe-
nence and kuo’wledfrclacqurreﬂ Ily olne, whlch at best is ]1ttle supe-
rior to the' range of mstmctt, is conﬁned to and’ dies, w1th the mdl- )

v1dual while") n glfted with lngher powers, and brouaht nearer

¢ man,
to'that "« ane Fssence,“ of wlnch ‘the ‘mind i isan emanatron, can
irstruct, please and animate hrs kindred ; send down his experience
and acquirements to after ages even by the’ Hender and fading
thread ‘of tradltrou ; ancl now, by the 1nventlon of letters aud the‘
discoveries of every greatmte]lect—the ideas it ercates and the'ele-
gance in which they are clothed—become the property, the en]ov-
ment, ‘and the inheritance “of mnnkmd The produce of mind so
blended with matter, is mude comm unrcatrve. 5c1ence adds'to sci-
ence, knowledge to knowledge mhn is ever progressrve, pressrng
forward to some hrcrher and mncmed etcellence, elevntmrr here, in
short, his own divine nature, and prep:mntr lurnselfhetter for that
immortality, and (hat wider ‘and nobler ranger ofcontemplatron,
which in an after state of exrstence is expeeted to’ burst upon lnm

" \Ve speak of the pleasures of socrety, and of the exqmsxte enJoy-
~méents which are derlved from the exercrse of the social aﬂ"ectrons.
What is thé charm which gathers us berc?  We come here volun-
tarily, a multitude—andyet bound together bya kinder and mutual
tie. Hand may be pressed to hand—eye may turn to eye—glances
may be exchaurre(l which animate and thn]]—-—tbe “deaf and the
dumb may be sensnble to these and respofid to them but how lit-
tle do these compare to the thousand other exquisite sensations,
which can be ponvey‘ed"bj’r the tongue giving audible, and if I can
use the expression, existenceand f‘or'm‘;‘-—'sodal creation and commu-
nicative force, to the knowledge, the imaginings and judgments of a
single mind. ~ The researelies and productrous of one come thus--."
in an instant and as if by miracle—-to be extended "and transferred
to a thousand ; the'speaker, in fact, for a time lives within each of
you and thus the sober and solitary labours of the student, the
f1cts gleaned in exhausting study, the ideas riursed in wild and,
cheerless abstraction, and the thoughts collated and reﬁued by the
curious chemistry of the mind, come to vivify, 1mprove, nnd faci-
nate, not a crrcle, hut a world. Homer awakened song in C reece,
and has taught every subsequent age to admire the chastened ma-
Jestv of the emc—Demosthenes, in arousing ]Athens, has lei‘t his’
specimens of oratory as examp]es for futire "timés,—Galiléo gave
to the range of the telescope order and science, arid opened a path-
way which has since led fo 4 thousand brilliant discoveries,—Bacon,
Shakspéire, ‘and Scott, were each the wonders of their af_{e ; and in
their different sphereshave left invaluable inheritances to literature:
None of these have lived'for thémselves or fof their country. Their

ﬁl’b

. ed.roLts:office is to teachowell; to persuade:eﬁ'ectua.l.ly, ‘to animate;

| and'unites to:these uthetrare ‘and; mighty. power : of éxciting—ani!+

| plainy but powerful expressmn

knowledge and productrons hive been lel‘t to ndorn and beautify
the greatand cathohc"hrstory ol"]gtlzds and h%nee it may be said
thata gifted mind in hteraturethke a lustrousrmar, renders brilliant

to LlSElf not onh the narrow orb in Lh,lch 1@;*0\9? Jl.)v.ltfl'eL»cl from

the laws of the physreql *:vorld},—|can step, as twere,;out of its own
body, traverse rlhrultgljgle,gpace,» peopl‘e]t” U W“e.rse with ltb Y stems

of wor]ds-—glve to eaqho “them their m:lhon prerce the throne
and sanctuary of the Most, Hrgh,—-andrthen cgme,hack; to the f' ire-

A4 ¢

srde, the forum, or toathe_‘lnst}tute, QAJ:eveal;fjnnl:werc}s#ts own jb}:lght
"
course and revelations;tejothetss, o1 by sheiusegt;the,pen and the

press,” record‘themruRon a’vphyisrcalmarngrsblej aqueudurlngitablt.t.
Are’ ‘ot these mrghty‘acluevements? -Isnot. the‘lmpwvement ofa
: 2.¢,

it such s s ordhy of el i Havs ol ag.“nmsnbenff
)c_me general system, N0 lapo&rer‘fo‘gr th&}destmm 10f th‘e rovineul:

u“) Ji
?
{m,tllhd'l a2 Irt?le’ll..hexf’-llm “e'l‘m folh:»wm!,a %ﬁg&hls,rn(lulryzto show
possess; and»ought 'to

you the- m‘.ﬂu'cﬂ,cﬁ’yﬁn AYREY 16T D ,§ i3 li] rc Sf.:. G;JZ i lu.'“

Pasging, from thee leenetonr»,én:rafzseupﬁe.lwax be firgt
enqurred was this, <ROWEL, of utterance andsofy Aguquﬂge .con erred
upon man; and Secqggmlg W] m’tﬂdge‘s qugnce eonsrst Let me
dnver these, cnquies, i, blein, Jnglags:, There may_be
eloquence at the domestic hearth, as well as“in- the Senate——m the
srmple lessons of piety and virtue delivered " by the ‘patent to his
chxldren, ‘as m the-elaliorate’and Rriished speech ‘f the Advocate
~in'the sermons bF thie” ZChiriktian Jpﬂ"stor,“as‘well’as in the .orations
ot' e, Statesmno'--who..speaks-rto an-assembled nation.:: In every

phaseof our intercourse with:each-other. eloquence may: be employ-:

P
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to‘action. sSomepossesd*oneof;Lts attrrbutes"'notlal] ~Thereare:

mennwho are powerful to con\eytfaets;undn‘;general:rpmncrples—to4
transfervthemowuum pressronsrto othens'n!uThls! iss, tlu;gloquence of
thezgschoolmen and;.oﬁ professor?*r si&no“t’henl elass Ia.re eloquient toy
convmce. ur'Fhey tlnhk;clearly»andkcan.il\elrvérdh 1r-rhou.ghtsnmlo”h

1} I

| grcal omler,i andé:gm approprmte

ﬁand}lu ) ufi

anguagem
= ] ..‘

jp lg;on‘l,y;.to the.underst)aﬁr gt rnr‘fon‘i’ésw3
heyfhavemotrreaehedtor;,to ) e]geq;}hez’f'eehngsv tNeither of: these

however, ex‘hrbrtuoratény or eloquence,t-muts‘hlghest and subhmest‘l
sense,” .rThezperfect orator. is¢ heuwhotcantteackmnd ‘can persuaa’c,

mating and leadingon.  He addresses. Dhimself.to’ theilieart:and to:
the judgment—he enforces couvrctronrnud enkindles the passiods,
and thus .controuls and guides.the minds of his audience by. & .ma-!
gical and mysterious influénce. . Dvery sound is -hushed—breath
even séems suspended -and:nothing.is ‘heard save the varied and
telling intonations: of his voice,:: Al other thought:is:beat down by
the rush, the grandeur, and moral fosce of his. own;-and for.a time
he oceupijes'the’proud situation of being the * centre. point,” of !
which the general intelligence acknowledges the supremacy, andto
the power of which it is subservient: * “The finest‘definition ‘of clo-
quence I hava éver ‘read s ‘tobe found in'the .eulogy: written by
Mr. Webster on the death of Adams. _“Tloquence consists not,”
he says, - *“in'the learning of the sohools—it!is ‘not found in the
melody or-beauty-of language—logie has it not-—philosophy alone '
doésmot own it—it consistsin clear and‘lucid thought, deliveredin’
spe1krng to the understanding and -
the heart—convmcmg,(movmg, ‘and leading to- high'ahd generous’

action;r from'the fervid, thrilling and. 1rresrstrble impressibns of the

Lt
I e Y A ¥

hour.” N .-
It'is not within the-scope of this lecture to deseribe, - with the'
precision of an elocutionist, the different 'styles of public speaking,
and the _charaeterlstics which distinguish- them. .. ‘These may.. form
an; 'appropriate‘subject\for some subsequent occasion ; butin draw-’
ing those broad lines of distinction which-.are known by students’
to. ex:st between the anclent and modem schools of Qratory, it is
of i rmportance to settle this principle—that botlthe audience:and
thesubject---the time aud the prize, are admitted to. excreise a won-
derful, and-almost mysterrous,lm‘luence upon human powers.  This-
" is founded unquestlonably upon the strength and action of the so-
cial relations---upon. the ambition which is wisely implanted in the
human heart,. of earning, the admiration or seeking the love of our
species, of playing a prominent part on the theatre .of life; of exer--
cising a useful influence, upon the freedom or. destinies; not of, our
own cirele. only, but of .a- nation ;..and bence-it.will be found that:
the reputation of all great orators bas been founded in:those stirring,
times when some great public . emergency bad occurrcd and the
mind, with that boundless elasticity which.seems. mherent 10 its
own nature, rose as;ifinspired, shook off the:languor: -which before-
had restramed 1t, and exhibited: a foree and genius till'then unknown
even to ite own [POSSesSoT. | »Provxdence,uf is said, tempers the wind
to the shorn.Jemb ; and +in. the. mysteries.of its .decrees, , the:mind,
when called upon, when involved in:the battle of great.and clashing

ST AT TR WRAT SOR T T g gk, G 7
tations to, \vork out theﬁrmghty wogk.xfo: w}}'reha 1t.~khash§eeule-ﬂ
s’sned'l REYE IER CIYMIL RO »-‘f o3 }sd'n:s-u IENES J’t';...ﬂ&“"luul AHITS
; But apart from all speoqlauousnof aa.doubtfuquchg.;acgerwgldr‘gfen
to thqexpenence of & evqry maa, who 3s,] ndthe Dabit o,ﬁ)agld’rgssgngnqn,,_ =
audrenqe,qand,of that, nudlence whd hears jlnm, ,that thereiaxe,tupes‘
andiseesons njud sub,]ectsm andon:?.'h\_qhughe,same md‘l'gzrdu&lspen)lgg,, ‘
w;th -greater, perspreurty,.,force 4and, u.mmatrou,y t’haﬂ,mt,, gtllers.,, :
Evpr; man,, s sknlled in.the aft; ,m!.lmractrsc it,best, th,a*fqrgqtt)ngr,
himself, the worthless and rgnoble vnmty of drspla)—-ous}s ;hlg_,d
7thqurrhts into tha lrearts ‘and’ 1upon,the fee]mgs of his, su.ufhtorgx,[_,‘rjrpd-w AW
endeavours tormakeé egery.wotd,t,lqrgument, igndpnetaphor(vtg)l,upomg
,them 15He, Iboks to}tll,eleug,. and,go____*qnyggm ';Mrgmtgrx o&t}hni
- Churdr, when addres,smg\the, Benohhof ﬂ]Jlshgps, “9’9: d,fag{gge L
vety dnl'erent oraer,ofaspeakmg. hanLg he spohe \ou.l){‘rtolh1;1‘,r€r<:tor.;)."_b %
A,pohtlclan,,grougher; undwbojder&stylejoﬁ eloqueueeﬁgt tho{jH,psE{, 3y
ings, thqnuf hef,tremhledcunder theﬁug}ere )nnd, pohshggl,guc}lgme%t .~ ._‘.
of the, lIouse oﬁ.Commons ,-—,—ancll(an 1Advocate,!1t 1313,quwp,33h&§4
‘oue stvle of tacties fora Jury,.and, another\,wheu e spenlrg tontl;el,
Bench inthe sober and,chastencd orntqry ﬁttqd f‘or a,,]egqlmnrgu- b
ment.. + All'these ares e\amplt,s which, prove. the, emsteucg,ot; rbre
social sympathies, and'the- respecrj,whrch 1s,-pmd oy .tllem. 1. ‘,.l;'hege.J
are some, sare examples, like Brougham nnd 0'Connell, yherhaye. ;
the power of indulging:in several styles, wnth the same .mnstewaqud
effect; but it.is clear.that even thoy, would vrolate,.the,etl[uutpd
rulesrof ratiocination and ovator icak offect ifithey; didynot,ion .‘egepy
sucpessive, oceasion, adapt themsewesrbothwto thelr uiltol;x_l ar)d

to their subjects. 1 skill “in, ;oratory then be(;the uppbcﬂﬂoﬁ;of»
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3

means,to ends;—if they; be:thebest, oratorsjw\ho,purhgge thusp:tglpptu-,“S ‘
tlou close]y-—rf the humant fmmda. ,agd‘, %Rg,ggrgq., g
pQwenof Tnouldmg.rtself to meet nnd master.the emg ge lﬂh“’llﬁlb“‘
e R 5y
it. urplaced-—lt would’ seemfto ljullow, a5 0 ueeessnr\mror lﬂ;x;};ma
‘(nw,'ﬂ » P 4 b
thegreate;trogtorsn\ull l‘),gfgund amoqg‘a peop ecll ti{;t} ‘*"‘
”Freqmterthelr, gﬁ‘qrts,;,_nndéat WD D rm '
’ )” M “ﬁgqf’é};l l\s . S

andﬂxnce every latent,gr

I“t“\andg

T POL}
]ustmtmg thc oppos1te charactemstrcs of the‘ anclegvt"audg&g
schools of-oratory.; - and‘rf{we curnyithenwv:th;us:')tlleyi.wrl};' E:l
ouy, research of much obscurity and; doubt..w ‘Theylare; tt;?,ggrqgrul
on which. theory s bmlt—or rather. .thejcauseslto wluch thqd,;(,f;e[eu{, fa |
eharqcterrstlcs ‘of the two styles must be. attr:buted o hpta sl {,,, .
1 do'nat intend” to enter, .here into; the ]ustor)g,qf glequencemto,,
trace.it to its origin, andto deseribe the excellence it has,reached..
even‘ainong savage tribes. * History.has the records. Qirsom};,sp‘ec]-q,
mens of this kind, which, for force, pathos, and,‘drgmty,, are.equal;
to the purset productrons ofithe schools,—we, wxll 180 at; N8 into
the sources of classic history, and to the two golden ages of Jetters, P
by which its, tablets are adorned, e il vt
In therage of Demosthenes, it is- admrtted, lthat the peaople ot
Athens xhad reached a high dcgree of inte]lectusl . improygwent,-
They were ncute, subtle, nngemorm—tmmed amrd,the,perfect mo-,
dels of the arts, and with a, form;of .Government. iwhich ¢;ﬁnqle§edr
them curious and recondite in pubhe aﬂ"alrs.. Al the circuny stancesay. |
by which, thay were surrounded were, favouzable to sagaortsy m)ﬂq D
even refinement of mind.. | Their,statues, their. temp]ea, thel},o}ym.,; Y
piads, theuﬂpul)hc assembhes, subjected the,m daily toﬁp e,duea@;grr, -
of an intellectual and reﬁnmg\kmd. . But there were,, other Lausoj’,,
which operated upon the speakers of that age. . PRTIPTI  o
*The orator of old was the Pnrhamentarj; debater,, the .Speaker
at publrc meetings, the. preacher, . the newspaper, the publmhed. "
sermon, the pamphlet, the.volume, all in one.. -When, bq wasto, .
speak Greece flocked, to Athens, and hrs address was, the object.of. -
auxious expectation for months before, -and. the subject ofr warm
comment (or months after the display of his powers. ™, LA T
¢ Nor is it enough to say that the rostrum of old. monopelized in
itself all the functions of the press, the sepate, the schogl, .and. the
pulpit also, in our days. It was a_ rival fo the stage also: | The:
people, fond as they were'of “theatrical exhibitions, from,havmg Do,
otber intellectual entertainment, ,were really as much mtorwted.l,nn‘,
oratorical displays as sources of recreatron. - Thcy regarded chem
not merely with. the mterest of crtlzens hearmg State affairs; drs- ,
cussed, in which they took a deep concern, end*omw]nch they were
ca]led ‘to give an opinion ;' but as audrtors rand spoctator;s;at a, dra.
ratic perfurmance, by which they were to,be moved andy.eaﬁed
and’on whicli thiey were to exercrse.thelr crman fucultles, 3 ,lpenerl.
by experience, and sharpened bytthe frnqueut contemplatmn ofltht
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purest models.”. RSRE T ST e
~“I'hat the orators of Greece felt the sharpaess of the ordeal tllrpuglr

whrch they were to pass, and prepared for-a pubhctoratwn with all-

the study and'care pecessary to' producerdﬁorr?tle”eg‘ggg. l'e:;ddct be

YRR
doubted fom the evrdence which has.come, down to us.

h Nl

.

events, may be: endowed with fresher gifts.and acquire fitter adap-
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