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A MERCHANT'S MUSINGS.

UY MisS M. A. BROwN.

From the Dublin University Magazine for June.

Twa sky,.the sky, the clear blue sky!
I see it from my windowshigh,
O'er the elureh tower and ieavy wall,
O'er thé high rows of chimneys tall.

It smileth tliere as clearly bilue,
As in past days 'twas woint to do,
As blandly elear, as seftly sweet,
Uponi this stirring, busy street.

i k-now 'tis summer-sunrner Lime-
Roses at home are in their prime,
My own small tree is gaudy now,
With crimson flowers on every bouglh.

I knoi beside my fatlher's door
'Thle aspen trembles as of yore,
And the clear rivulet onward sweeps,
To the small ledge froni wlience it leaps.

And the sweet linnet and the thrush,
Hrave builded in the old thorn hush;
They sing beside the rivulet's flow;
Do I not liearthem oeven norw?

It seenims, idleed, but yesterday,
Since froin that home I went away:
The memory isso clear andstrong,
And yet, aigain, itseems so long.

H ow long since last J huard the' cal!
Of friends, beside the iaterfall ;
Hfow long since last niy mother laid
1er hxand upon i lmy head and prayed.

How long, ion' long i! a merry boy,
I leil. witil iiigled tuars and joy;
Sai ow miii grow ai steady m:im,

Vithl teueniing brrain and plodding plan.

I've made me friends in clher Lands,
Witlh other ties have joinedi> mybands
Have wife and children, lands and wealth,
Coutent and love, and hope and lealtl.

Yet home, home, home I this summer day,
I long, lon g, to b away;
To leave the hot and nisy torn,
To bouind once more o'er dale and down.

The early loed cnes te embîrace;
To' look uponi mîîy îmIother's face
To see lier smnilé, as once she sniled;
Ta bu again a very child 1

Who totters invit m'erry shout ?
Ai, baby I hast thou found me out;
t)isturbing thuis m reverie ?
Coie, little darling to ni> kneo.

Reproaclhl mie not, my little 1o,
That I iras yearinîg to e gune;
Deairer thiain mnenory's dreais can be,
IS the deepî joy I lhave in telie ?

Wsi I not xirmiriiig even nsow,
That suimier skies as brighît should glow
On thLis dull town, as on the Pair
Scenes, wlhere my early memocries are ?

Oh I lightiig up lthis busy street,
They shine upon a flower as sweet,
As rose or violet of the wild,
On thec, my dear, iny blessed child i

l'il put the dreams of mmeory by,
And gazig on tiy claudless eye,
So by thy loving heart will se,
A pure, sulimed epitone,
Of n yoing happy days in thee I

ADVENTURE WITH A SERPENT.

The irriter having been out shoting, lay down ta rest undcr a
tree, whenx sutidemnly hie wias arouseti b>' a simultaneous barking cf
lis diogs. On tnrninig roundl, I behldt a snakoeof the Cabre de

Capellas spocies directing h course towrards a peint approximating
vary close te ns> position. ln ain instant I iras ao n>y foot. The
momixent Uic reptile becamne naware cf ni> presence, in a nautical

phîrasealogy, it bodily' brought ta, wli expanded head, cycs spark-

ling, anid neek beautifuil>y arched, mund the bead! raised about tire
foot fromn the grouînd, oscillatting fromn sido ta sie, plainly' indica-
tive of' a resentful foe. I seizedi the nearest weapon, a short bain-
boo', left b>' anc cf'the boaters, anti hurledi it at my, oppont's
head ; 'I was lortunsate enouxgh to hit it beienths thxe eye, Tho zep-

tile immediately fell and lay apparently lifuless. Without a mo-
ment's reflection, I seized it immediately below the bead, hauled it

in beneath the shelter of the tree, and very coolly began te exa-

mine the poisonous fangs, of which the naturalists speak se much.
While in the act of forcing the inouti open with a stick, I felt the

head sliding througb'my hand, and ta my utter astonishment, found
that I iad to contend with the imost deadly of reptiles, in its full
strength and vigour. Indeed, I was in a moment convinced of

this, for as I tightened my hold round its throat, its body became

wreatlhed round my neck aud arm. If the reader is aware of the

universal dread in which the Cobra de Capella is ield throughout
India, and the almost instant deatlh which invariably follows its bite,
he will in some degree be able te imagine what my feelings were at
that eritical moment; a taint kind of disgusting sickness pervaded
my whole frame, as I felt the clammy fold cf the reptile tighten-
ing about my neck. I still held the throat, but to hold it much
longer would be impossible. Inmiediately beneath my grasp,

therre was an inward working and creeping cf ithe skin, which
seemedl te e assisted rith the very firmness wiich I hield it.

Finding in defiance of my efforts ny hand was forced ta mv
face, an idea struck ne, were it ini my power te transfix the mouth
with some sharp instrument, it ivould prevent the reptile from us-
ing its fangs shoald it escape ny holdi. My gun Lay at my feet-the
ramrod appeared t he the very thing roquired, whicli with soame
difficulty, I succeeded in drawing out, having only one armi disen-
gagedl. MNy right arm iras now trembling with over exertion, and
my huld becoming les firm, whben I happily succeeded in passing
the rod through the lower jaw up te its centre. It was not without
conmiderabl hesitation that I let go my iold of the throat, acd
seizing it with both liands, at once by bringing then both over my
iead with a sucdden jerk, I disengaged the hold from my nîeck,
which bhad tightened laterlv almost to strangulation. There was
then little difficulty in freeing my right arm, aad ultinately ta
throw the reptile to the gronnd, where it continued te twist and
writhe itself iito a thausand contortions of rage and agony. To
run to a neighburing streain, to lave mv neck, hands, and face in
its coling waters was mv first act after despathing ny formidhable
encmny. Tihis caneludes a truc though plainly told story.

Ti:E FATE oF A GAMlLL.-We' extract from a foreign paper the
folloiwing account of the inelancholy consequences of indulging a

propeisity for ganing, as illustrated in the inelaneholy fate of a
Bohemian inobleman :

"The dreadfil passion for gambling lias Itely made another vie-
tim in Bohernia. The young Count J. B. Gravallasky had two
years ago inhcrited 15,000,000 francs. le was then in his twrenty
fifth year, and always in gaming houses. He]lost at Milanô500,000
florins; at Vienna 800,000 florins ; at Prague 300,000 florins.
This severe leson, instead of tempering his passion, made it still
stronger. le sold hbis furniture, then his estates, and even the re-
venues to arise froin the iminions, composing his birth-right, for
une iundred years, iwhich property couldi int bo alienated. All his
mone'yl e lost also. Reduced t tmisery, and always dreaming of
the possibility of wimnniing Iback the iimmense fortune ho bad lost, lie
committed the serious crime of forging bills of exchanîge Ho iwas
at Gratz, and there lie fouind meanîs teoiingociate, te Messrs. Cia-
renheluim & Co. in that to, bills n rlwhich lie lad affixed the false
signatures of the bankers, leynenburger & Brothers, at Vienna.
Onc of the partners of this rich bouse arrivetd on the sanie day at
Gratz, and informed the Messrs. Claranheini that ther were the
dupes of a sharper. Next umarning the Count Gravallasky was
arrested, but a short timen after he found ineans te escape. He left
Gratz, and went ta Beraun, where lie assuined lie nane of Karr-
ier, and passed for a cabinet mnaker. He lived ithere quite in re-
tirement ; but, bcing discovered, hie was pt in confinement, and
on the nigit of the l9th, or morning of the 20th Dec. ho strangled
hiiself wi th a silk iandlkerchxief.

ExAmPLEs or roiiAACE.-Cesarhaving found a collection
of letters, written by his enemies te Pompey, buriît themn writhout
reading "For," said lie, "thoughx I am upon My guard against
anger, yet it is safer to remove its cause."

Antigônus, King of Syria, hearing twro of bis soldiers reviling
him behind his tent, "Geitlemen," said lie, opening the curtain,
"remove te a greater distance, for your king hears you."

Thîe wife of Cowper, bishop of Lincoln, burnt all the note.s which
lie iad beenc iglit ycars collecting, lest lie should kill bimself from
excess of study ; se that lie was again eight years in collecting the
same inaterials. But though few grcater vexatien'îcould overtake
a scholar, ho never uttered an unkisnd word ta lW, ...ie on the sub-
ject.

Soc rates hxaving receirved a blew on flic hecad, obserredl that il
woeuld boirell if peaple knew whben it wrere necessary' ta put on a
bhmnet. Being attacked wvith opprobîrieus language, lie calmily
remarked thait Uic man wras not yet taughit to speak respectfully.
Alcibiaties, bis friendi, talking to him onc day about his wife, tld
hlm hoeîwonderod howr ho couldi bear such an everlasting scold in
the saine bouse with hlm. Ho repliedi, "I have se aceustomedi my-
self te expeét it, that it nowm offendis me na more than the noise of
the carriages in tise streets."

But the moest perfect example cf patience untier suffering, and
forbearaunce under injury', is thxat af our blessedi Lord and Saviour,
"who, when lie was reviledi,:reviled not again ; Whsen h&suffered, ho
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threatened not; but committed himself te him that judgeth right-

eously;" and who,although he was persecuted te the death, and
expired in the midst of the most eruel insult's and mocking, breathS,
ed out bis last in praying for his enemies, saying, "Father, for

them, for they know ntotwhat they do."

THE SHEEP-GUARDING TH: SIIEPH ERD. A Paris paper recite
an amusing ineident, which occurred recéntly in the Depattment

of Nievre. The worthy oldrector ofthe parish, over which¯hehd,

heen rector nearly twenty years, received preferment frxm bis Bi,

shop, and was ordered ta a higher station in another place. He
was greatly beloved by his flock, and was no less attached to ttjrm

himself; he expected te bave a parting scene, wbie would be pain-

ful ta his feelings irhenhe came to leave them, and he determined to
take himseif off quietly writhout letting any one into tle secret. One
norning therefbre, lie left the village at break-of day, and journey-,

ed towards his new benefice; but he had net walked above a eague.

or two, before his departure bedaie known, the inhabitaùts 6f the

village assembled en masse, and dutermined te bring him' ck.

Away they iwent after him, and in due time overtaking the stray

shepherd, brought hlim back in triumph to his tcctory, where

they have since kept a guard of six men posted round-his liouse to.

hinoder any new attempt at liglit. The eld reétor, overcome by the

rather boisterous testimoniais of affection fron his parifhoners had

subsequently written to the Bishop begging to decline the pre-

ference offeredi him.

RIaHT DEALINGS·wTh INFIDELs.-In'Oneo f the back towu,
in Massaehusetts, aàfeyears since, there was a man who took in -

an inndel. He argued with, and as he thought, refuted all the

Christians in the place. But there was one old professor. inthel

village ivho would not debate with hlim. He spoke of the un-

speakable love.of Christ :of the preciousness of a goodhl"ope:lofthe
ecmfort it afflorded him. His conduct worried his sceptical neigh.

bour. For all the rest he cared not a whit; but that old man-he
thought about im most of the time---sonething harrowed up )is

mind so 'that lie could net rest. And se great was the trouble this

old man caused, that it led him ta reflect, repent, and believe on

Christ. When be came into conferene te relate his esperience,

anterior to uniting with the c hurch, lie painted t the hoary-headed

member, and exelaimed, "the life of that man slew me. The
power of holy living is groat. May the Lord multiply "livin

epistles," read and savingly known ta many.

ON MSIoTH.FR. Around the idea one's mother the mindto,
man clings with fondaffection. It is the first dear thought stamp-a

ed upon our infant hearts, when yet soft and capable of-reeëiving

the mnost profound impressions, and all the after feelingsearcmore

or less light in comparison. Our passion and our wilflnéss mayt

lead us far from the object of filial love ; we may becomwidr

headstrong, and angry at ber mornitory voice, and nothing but me-

nory remains to recapitulate ber virtues and good déeds; affection;

like a flower beaten te the ground by a rude storm, raises' up her

hend and sailles amidst her toars. Round that idea, as we have

said, the mind clings witlh fond afIection ; and even when the earlier

period of dur lass forces nmemory teo besilent, fancy takes the place

ofremenberance, and twines the image of our departedparent with

a garland of graces, and beauties, ihieli we doubt net that she

possessed.

MORTALITY. In the clever little Pocket Diary, circulated

gratuitously by the National Endownent Assurance Society,. it is
stated that the 'children of men' come into the world and go out

at the following average,
Every moment.....................................................i

M inute........................ ......................... 60
Hour....... ....................... 3,600
Day, (24 heurs) .................................. 86,400
Week (7 days) ................. 4,800
* onth 30 days, ............................... 2,592,000
Year, 365 days, .......................... 3,536,000
Generation, 30 years ...................... 946,08O,000
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