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FRIDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 20, 1839,

NUMBER THIRTY-EIJGHT.
. ’ o )

FIGHT BETWEEN A TURKISH AND GREEK
VESSEL. "

Mialus gave the word to clear for action, and two nine-pounders
on the forecastle were brought to bear upon the Turk. He did not
seem, however, to relish these distant hosilities, or the ignominy
of retreating ; but seeing that he was fully equal to vs, and that
there was no prospect of his being overpowered by the other ves-
gels of the Greel;é‘cominv ups as the breeze was dying away, and

 they- far astern, he gallantly hauled to the wind, clewed up his|®
courses, hoisting at the same time his blood-red ensign, calmly
awaited our approach.

- Miaulis now briefly but emphatically addressed his men; H “ they
were mostly islanders, natwes of Hydra and Ipsara, good seamen
" and brave fellows,” and they answered him with cheers. It was

evident, however, from the equality of force, and the gallant bear-:
ing of the Turk, that the action would be obstinate and bloody.
We.still kept benring steadily down, the guns were cast lovse, the
bbardmv—prhes were arranged, and the men stood silently at their
quarters, while old Miaulis, firmand collected, kept pacing slowly
the quarter-deck, the captain, an old follower, and a lieutenant,
standing by to execute his orders. Topmen were now sent aloft
10 reeve donble lifts, and preventer braces, and thus secure the
“yards. We were now within range of the ordinary metal of a
sloop of war, and‘Mizulis immediately trimmed sails and altered
his conrse, 50 as to traverse the encmy’s course in a slanting di- |
_ rection. We had no sooner done this, than the '['urh, who - had
evidently-only reserved his fire till he thought he ¢ould do more]
:execullon, fired an ill-directed broadsrde, which did us little or no
mischief. Qur courses were now hauled up, and as the smohe
rolled away, we liad an unmterruptcd view of oar anla«omst Shell{
was a ﬁne-\oohm«r corvette, apparently with a ﬂush declk, present-
ing ten-glittéring brass. cannon at a sxde, there was also a long
brass swivel-piecé amrdahrps ;" her. decks-ivere densely,_crowded‘-
indeed het crew" must “hvE outnumbered ours b\ more ‘than' hn]l'-—
their sabres and boardmﬂ-plkes glruered in the sun, and Mlauhs
.“felt certain that, with such a force, the infidels would try to carry
us by the board, for which the Turks arg nearly as formidable as
‘the Enn'hsh and therefore had mvrted us to close action.

Miaulis now determined on his tactics ; the larboard guns were
instantly loaded with grape and canister ; and, with the starboard,
* the men were told to take steady aim at the masts and rigging,

We were now within half cable’s length, and Miaalis gave the
word, *“Tire!”" At 'the same moment we received the broadside
of the infidel, which killed 2 man zt the gun I was standing near,

.md gave severe splinter wounds to several ; a fow suppressed

groans were alone heurd, The smoke rolled away, and Miaulis had
. the satisfaction of seeing -that our fire had bror_rrhz down  the
eriemy s fore-topsuil yard which hang in the slings. In a mo-
ment-he was vp in the wizd, and taken abach and the coufusxou
of thc Turks was e\tremc i

né Ready about !"* cried old Miaulis, leaping from the cnrronade
~ . slide, on which e had rarsed hrmself‘, and perceiving in" an instant
the situation of the euemy ; ¢ round with her, and stand stendy to
nrve the infidels a taste of our Grecian grape.”

‘We ranged across the bows of the Turk, and erc he could Te-
cover himself, raked him with n‘brondsrde of these destructive||®
miigsiles : the yeli which rose from his crowded deck told its deadly
effect. The Turk now managed to pay off, and gave us a partial
broadside ; but from the want of head-sail he broached-to again
next minute ; and, once nrore, with a terrible discharge of grape
and canister, we raked his decks fore and aft. W, ve hove-to, and
tahmrf up our position on his bow, poured in broadside afier broad-
side in"quick succession. The main topmast of .the . infidels now
fell over the side ; but she fell off from the wmd at the same
time his broadside was brought to, bear, and he obstinately re-
newed the en«agement, and kept up a very heavy fire for some
time ; but our vessel had suﬁ'ered but little in_her rigging,
0 lhat we were ina condmo‘n .to work round our aut'tuomst
and we soon had drsmounted several of his "uns the rest were
but ill directed and badiy served‘n and ‘we soon had- reduced him
to @ few random shotd: *He' whi at last silenced, and’ lay upon
the* waters a helpless and disabled wreck. Still he madé o signs
of'strrklhg ; the Torkish ensign vet hing, though rent in rrbBons
frond the peak ; ‘and ad Miaulis did not " think’ hlmself justified in
dnrmc to board, we continued to pourin broadside after broadside,
wrthout calling forth any further notice from the Turks. At last
we observedn small Greek .flag waving over the hammock net-
tings ; and taking this for a signal of surrender, Miaulis steered
closer lo our antogonist, who was now evidently sinking, and a

e

boat being lowered down, the heutenant and mysell, with about
a dozen men, leaped into it, and rowed on board the corveue

On reaching her deck, a sight the most revolting and terrible I
ever beheld was presented to me ; the skuppers literally ran with
blood ; the bulwarks were bespattered with bruins and pleccs of
scalp ; severed linbs wore strewn about, and the entire decks
covered - with the dead or dying. “The few wretches, not more
than a dozen, who survived this carnage, rushed below as we
gained the deck, with the exceptlon of a h'ru"hty Mussulmnn,
who stood aft, waving with fierce gestures his scimitar, whilo with
the:other hand he held the line by which the ensign was suspend-
ed'; his rich garb dnd jewelled ataghan bespoke him the com-
mander ; ‘and I was lushmﬂr forward with the rest, to contend for
the honour of taking him, and hauling down the Turkish ensign,
when a low moaning caught my car, and stumbling over the pros-
trate - bodies of the slain, my leg was clasped by some one lying
amongst them. With a blow of my sabre I wasabout to shake off
the encumblance, when looking downward, who do I bebold '—
my lost prescrver and faithful servant, Nicolo Vasi, blackened nd
disfigared, lying amongst a group of captive Greels, chained to a
drsmcumed gun ;* the swall Greek flag which we had seen was in
his grasp. To seize a handspike, prise up the gun-carriage, und
loose the fetters of the unhappy boy, was about the work of & mo-
ment ; he was free, and I was turning to look aft, where the des-
perate '\Iuaauhnnn, with his back to the taffrail, was engaged in a
fierce encounter, Leeping ut buy all his. assailants, whm Nicolo
selzed me by the hand, and pulled-me to the gangway. ** Save
yourse]f—O save wourself"’ cried thé boy, as with. a violent
efiort be flung me overboard with himself; tlie nest momert T
was struu'nlmor in the sea, justas, witha terrrﬁc, esplosion, the
Turkish corvette blew-up. '

It appeared the Turhs who survived the, acuon m consequeuce
ofa prevtous resolutlon had blown Lhemselves up sooner than sur-

common'in therr nuvui hxslory, and thus, for the second time, ivas
the ﬁnthf'ul Nrcolo the’ preserver of my hfe

* Numbers of- Greek captives-were fouud in this condition on
boara the Turiish ships-at Navariu.o :

ST. EUSTACHE.
BY CAPTAIN: ]\IAR‘RYA'!.

Captain Marryat happened to be' in Canada at the breaking out
of the late miserable insurrection, ‘und he accomp.lmed our troops
to St. Eustache. The account of his short campaign is dreadful,
“ On the morning of the —— the ice on the branch of the Ottawa
river which we had td cross, baing cousidered ‘sufficiently strong to
bear the weight of the ar trllery, the whole force marched out; un-
der the commind of ‘Sir J John Colborne m person, to reduce the

- msurvents, who had fortified thcmsclves at Si. Eustache and St.

Benort two tosns of some murvmtude in the district of Bois Brulé.
The snow, as I beforc observed, lay very deep ; but by'the time
we started, the road had becn well beaten” dowu by‘thé multrtude
which had’ preceded us. ”

"Fhe effect of ‘the whole linc of troops, in their {ur cnps and
great coats, with'the trains of artillery, ammunilion, and baggage-
waggons, as they. wound along {he snow-white 10.1d, was “very
beautlfu] It is astonishing huw much more numerous the force,
and how much lnrner the men and horses appearcd to be, from
the strong contrast of their coloiirs with the wide expunse of snow.

" As we passed one of the branches of the Ottawa, one of the
ammunition waggons falling through the ice, the horses were im-
medizately afl but choaked by the drivers—a precaulmn'\ahrch was
novel to me, and 2 singular method of saving their lives : but
such was the case : the air withia thein, “rarified by heat, inflated
their bodies like balloons, and they floated high on the water. In
this state they were ‘easily disengaged ' from their traces, and
hauled out upon the ice ; the cords which had nearly strangled
them were then removed, and, in a few mmutes, they recov ered
sufficiently to be led to the share.

Leti it not be supposed that I am about to write a~ regulur des-
patch. I wentout with the troops, but was of about as much use
as the fifth wheel of a coach'; with the exception, that as 1 rode
one of Sir John Colbotna’s horses, I was, Pperhaps, 80 fur supp!y-
ing the place of a ‘groom who was better employed '

*Theé town of St. Eustache is very pretily snuated on the high
bzmhs “of the'river, the most remarliable object being the Catholic |i
charch, a very large massive buildiog," raised’ about two hindred

vards from the river side, upona commanding sitvation. This

render—a pmcnce whrch however dosperale, is by-no mehnq un-
i~ J-
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church the insurgents had turned into@fortress, and perhaps, for |

a fortress *“ d'oceasion,” there never Wis ane so well calculated

for a vigorous defence, it being flanked by two lon" stone-built
houses, and protected in the rear by several lines of high and strong
palisudes, running down into the river. ‘The troops "halted about
three hundred yurds from the town, to rccounome ; the umllery
were drawn up und opened their fire, but chiefly with a view that

the ouemy, by returning the ﬁre, might demonstrate their force
and position. Theso being ascertained, ordors were given by Sir
Jolin Colborne; so that in a short time the whele town would be.
invested by the troops. ‘The insurgents perceiving this, many of
them escaped, some through the town, others by the frozenriver. -,
Those who crossed on the ice were chased by the volunteer dra- -
goons, aund the shppmu and tumbhn" of the pursued nnd the | '
pursuers, afforded as much merriment as 1nte|ost ; 80 trueitis, thnt
anything ludicrous will make one- laugh, in opposition to e
feelings of sympnthy, nnxrct), and fear. Some of the runaways
were cut down, and mnuy more takh prisoncrs.

As soon s that portion of the troops which had entered the town
and marched up the main street toward the charch, arrived within
half-musket shot, they were received with a smurt volley, which
was fired from the lar, ge windows of tho church, and which wound-

ed afew of the men, 'The soldiers were then ordered to make their,
approaches under cover of the houses; and the artillery being
brought up, commonced firing upon the church : but the walls of
the building were much too solid for the shot to ‘make - any im-
pression, und had the lnsurnents stood firm they certainly might
have given a great dea! of trouble, und probably have occasroned

a severe loss of men ; but they became alarmed, und fired one’ of
the houses which abutted upon and flanked the clrurch —this they
did with the view.'of’ escaping under cover of the smoke. In a“nf:'
few minutes ‘the church 1tse]f was obscured By the \'olumes tlff";v :
smoke. thrown out ; xmd at the anme ume that the msuru‘ents were~ *
oscnpmg, the odps mm'chedr up nmLsurrouudod. the*soh‘unch: ']?gm --*-
poor, wretches altempted to_get away, either smnly or by twos' un|
threes’; ; but the moment they appeured 2 volley” y was drscharved ,-7 :
and lhey fell. Every attempt’ was made by the officers io muke '
prisoners, but with indiflerent success ;- indeed, such was the ex—4"
asperation of the troops at the murder of Lieut Werr, that it was>

a service of danger to nitempt-to save the life of one of these: poor
deluded creatures. “The fire from- the house soon communicuted

to the church. “Clenier, the leader, withten others, the remngnt 1
of thei msurrrents who wera i the charch, rushed cut ; there was
one tremendous v oll(.y, and all was over. *

By this time many other parts of the town were on fire, and
there. was every prospect of .the whole of it being burnt down,
leaving no quarters for the soldiers to protect them d urin‘g the
night. The attention of everybody as therefore ‘turned to prevent
lhe progress of the flames. Some’ houses were ‘pulied down, so
a8 to'cut-oft the cornmurication with the houseg; jn.the centre of
the town, and in'thess houses the troops were!] billeted off, -The - Py
insurgents had removed their-families, and most of: lherr valuables - "'
and fuornitare, before our arrival 5 but inone house were the corh"" T
missariat stores, consisting of carcases of oll the cattle, sheop e
pigs, &c., which they- had taken from the loyal farmers ; therea
was a very large supply, and" the soldiers were soon cooking-in-
all directions. The rol! wag called, : men mustered and order -
established. , ;

The night was bitterly cold : the sky. was-clear, and the moon
ncer to her full : houses were still burning in overy direction, but
they were as mere satellites to the lofty: church, ‘which -was now

3

ifone blare of fire, and throwing out volumes of smoke, which

passed over the face of the bright moon,»: il gave to-her a larid
reddish tinge, as if she too had assisted in these deeds of blood.
The distant fires sealtered uver the whole landscape, which wag .
oue snow-wreath ; the whirling of the smalke from the houses whrchx
were burning close to us, and which, from the melting of the snow,’
were surrounded by pools of" water, reflecting : the fierce yellorﬂ
flames, mingled with-the pale beams of the bright moon—this’ al-: '
together, presented a beautiful, novel, yet melancholy pnnorama. -
I thought it mlght represent, in mrmulure, the burmug of Moscow. ;,
About mrdmwln, when all was quict, I walked up to the church .
in company with one of Sir John Colborne’s adres-de-cnmp :“the.
roof had fallen, and the ﬁamcs had sibsided for want of furthcr
aliment, As.we passed by a House which hu(l just taken ﬁre, we
heard a L ery,s and, on gomfr up, found a poor wounded' Canadla' ¢
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