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throughout the world. Notwithstanding the
progress which bas been made during the last
few years, Sunday.schools are still but partiallv
developed, and an imperfectly worked agency
Chure . The claims.of our ehildren are argent,
and the future of the Church will be shaped by
the children of our days.

'THA4T THEY MAY HEAR SERMONS.'

They are not wise who undervalue the sermon
as a great power of the age. Those teachers do
not well who allow other parish work to push
aside the time and pains necessary for making
the sermon profitable and interesting. Not every
ordained man can expect to be a Newman, a
Liddon, a Robertson, a Bint; but all may call
these,and many successful proachers, to their aid
in thoir own preparation. Some men thore are
who do not claim to proach well. but these are
in better case than those (and there are many)
who think themselves good preachers and are
not. For those who make no pretensions eau
build up a sermon-plan, argument, illustra-
tions, whole eloquent passages-from the genius
and pains of others. They eau be as Solomon
drawing on David's splendid stores. And those
who think they can preach well, who will.dare
to tell them (if this he so) that they cannot?
Perhaps those of their bousehold, blinded by
affection, assist to keep up their delusion. Not
many will have the advantage derivable from
such plain home-speaking as the scotch meen-
ister, wet to the skin, heard from bis landlady:
'Dinna fash yersell, meenister, ye'll be dry eneuch
when ye get in to the pulpit.'

Row, thon, can a man discover whether or
ne be bits or misses his mark as a preacher ?

Lot bim, first of all, conceive it possible that
be is not a proacher able to compel attention.
This will be a great point gained, for thon ho
will be helped, by many small straws, to see
how the wind blows. Isthe Church fairly full ?
especially do the men corne ? Is the congrega-
tion attentive? Have the people been laid hold
of by the preacher ? Does ho find, in his after-
ministrations, that bis words have, here and
there, gone home? Of course he is not to invite
or encourage comment upon his sermons, or to
seem to b "fishing" for praise. Fur from this.
But some of its shafts should have pierced the
joints of the armour, even though shot at a ven-
ture. In some cases a ' What shall I do ?' or a
'1 have sinned against the Lord,' should follow
upon the heaurt s assent to bis 'Thou art the
man.'

Of course, if a man andervalue the importance
of 'hoaring sermons,'in spite of the exhortation
to God-parents in Our Church's solemn Baptis-
mal Office, thore is no more to be said. So far
as he is concerned he has no great heart in the
matter, and, to reach the heart, sermons must
come from the heart. He will hurry or sloven
over the preparation, with the result that 'the
hungry sheep look on and are not fed.' Yet
the Chiet Shepherd, in His exhortation to St.
Peter, twice says 'Feed' for once that Ho says
'Tend.' Services multiplied, house.to-house

rvisiting, all the difforent organizations in a
parish: these are of vast value. But afcer all,

1 the tending the sheep sbould culminate in the
feeding them, as our Lord's last word of charge
to His Apostle shows. And what is to be the
desirable result of the labour of a house-going
pastor ? Even that of a 'church-going people.'

True, they must b taught to come to church,
not to hear only, but chiefly to worship. StilI,
we repeat, the shoop are gathered in the fold to
be fed. Does not the Church provide for this
requirement by the reading of the Lessons and
the Epistle and Gospel, also by ber direction as
to Sermons and Catechising ?

And is her requirement met by the provision
of the poor, dry, tasteless chaff, with no 'good-


