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copper. Thley arc chiien%. iflttere;tilng for t%% i) Than Fat
this is the l:ast of thceni. on accoutit o'f bintw inlergetd in the
ncw Empire ; and îlat they- arc such p)crf&ct S1eIuC:iils of
the Nlintin-, art. In this latter respect tîhevN must clajin1 the
victory Over thc coins of miuch lagrcolintries. l'erhaps
thicir Mitits have so littie to dIo that tlicy ean aEborl to do it
as if a prize awvaited thevm. I oee lthe Giermiat Staî,,
and sonme of the Italian, have long blcd tis superiornty.

TH1E D)OLAR SIGN.

Ill' dollar %in($ vas in use long before there
was asiy Fedcral coinage to bc rvepresctited. Ail
tîtesec old characters grcw into use so graclually
LIM tîta tir exact origin is ofîcus disputed, and

frcjucitl>' Iost even beyond the rcach of lo.i;g-ariticd tradi-
tion. The orilrin of the dollar miark is disputcd. Most old
writcrs claim that tbie$camce froni the old Span ish pi 1la rdollar,
wldch bore oit its reverse the twvo Il 1illars of Hercules," the
ancient naine of the opposite proniontories at the Straits of
Gibraltar. The parallel Unmes ini it thus stand il stand, ac-
cording to this explanation. for the two pillars, and they
arc bouind together thus $ with a scroll. More modern
writcrs claimi that as the Spanisli dollar wvas a piece of 8 reals,
Il8 R"I being once stamiped on il, and il was thien called ..a
piece ofeîight." that the figure 8 with a Uine Jrawn through it,
as characters were generally formicd., produced the signuof the
dollar. It wvas îlot called a dollar, but a Il piec ofcit.
The naine itselt wvas borsi in Gerrr an>' and front the fact
thiat te fit-st picc of this cliaracter wvas c in i'îe Valley
of St. Joachint, in Itlienia., in th Uic ar 15 18. it %%-as eallcd
Joachini's Thtaler, the last h;ilf of the wvord being l)roil<imlteed
(and often writtcni) rittli- he character .~is thv. first
letter of thc làtin word Iibrau, with a uine across for the
pound sterling, and tîte letters Il,., wvith a huie across il, re-
present the sanie %vord as applicd to a pound wviglit.


