
OUR ARCHIVES AND THE NATIONAL SPIRIT

lie documients generally, As regards
the older papers of historie interest
which forni the archives of the coun-
try, the underaigned are unable te
speak more favourably."1

There are in the publie service, the
Cominissioners pointcd out, a Domin-
ion Arehivist, "amrply qualifled," but
neyer enjoying "anything beyond a
casual and perfunctory recognition"
-and aise a "Keeper of Records";
but these two offices "are distinct
and even antagonistie.

"The Commissioners, for instance,
understand that for the purpose of
bridging over breaks i the archives
copies have been made in the libraries
of Enropean capitals, when the orig-
inals of these very documents were
at the tume in the custedy of one
or the other of the publie depart-
meiits."

The report of this Commission
marked the beginning of the end of
the old state o! carelesns and
chaos in the centrol o! the public
records. The attention o! the pow-
ers that be was at length suffieint1y
aroused te take action. It is truc that
it was six ycars before the Azýrchives
building was opened, but in the
meantime mucli was done towards
rescuing invaluable maps and papers
fromnthe ceilars and atticsof the de-
partinental buildings.

In this connection there is a ples-
ant tale te tell of the tee littie ap-
preciated activities of our Governors-
General. We are proue in this coun-
try, with our popular elections and
our exaltation~ o! the office o! the
Prime Minister, te look upon the
King's representative as an ornamen-
tal but hardlyuseful part ofthe ma-
chinery of government, We, who do
not corne ite close toucli with that
machine or that part played in it by
the occupant of Rideau Hail, can
have no undertandin o the mani-
fold labours of the Gvror-Gen-
eral quite apart from. bis officiai du-
tics. Ileis not only alink ithe
chaimi of Empire; lie i. not only a
pen1 for the signature of state papers;

he is one ef the leading cit izens ini
the country and as such takes a deep,
and active interest in many meove-
ments e! opinion and organisation
outside of the partisan sphere. One
of the spheres in which Lord Minto,
m'ho came to Rideau Hall at this
juncture, displayed hie extra-censti-
tutienal activity was in the arousing
of iterest in the protection o! our
historical treasures. Hfe had dusty
garrets searchcd and old "lumiber"
examined in cellars, with the result
that many priceless documents were
uncarthed; among thein being the
original manuscript plan o! Quebec,
on which was inscribed a detailed his-
tory o! the siege o! the ancient capi-
tal, as well as a minute description
of the district. Lord MNinte's activ-
ity in this direction was sustained
throughout his terni o! office, and his
interest Was conltiiued by Earl Grey.
Lord Minto securcd for our Archives,
among other documents, four or five
hundred volumes o! muilitary papers
and sixty volumes o! the Sélkirk pa-
pers; while Earl Grey enriched the
collection with the Durhamn and lia-
got papers and mnany o! the Grey
famuly papers, including the corres-
pondence betwcen Lord Elgin, Gev-
ernor-General o! United Canada, and
the third Earl Grey, then Scretary
o! State for the Colonies. To their
united endeavours is due the posses-
sion by the Canadian Archives o! a
complete filc o! the original corres-

podnebetween the Governors o!
Canada and the Colonial Office froni
the turne o! the cession.

Through ail these labours and a! ter
ail these vicissitudes, the Archives
building wus opened i 1904. In-
tendant Hoequart's representations
bad at last receivcd the attention
they had so long rnerited. The build,-
ing is o! modest proportions. but is
well fltted for its purpose. Of gray
Nepean atone, its Norman graceful
aohidity overlooks the Ottawa River
juat a littie beyond Nepean Point. It
was constructed under the miniatry
o! the Hononrable Sydney Fiber, of


