
THE WÂY OF LETTERS

tell. In a word, the. young man loats
all, but gains bis own soul. But the
book is not an evangelistie tract; it
does not draw conclusions; it does
not preach or dogmatise-lit tells a
story-andmakes one think I (Toron-
to: the Macmillan Company o! Can-
ada).

A SOITHERN story of som

and Tennessee, la "The Prodigal
Judge," by Vaughan Kester. One
is so accuatomed to prudence, poise
and all other estimable virtues in
association wîth the office o! "judge"'
that the. titie proves suggestive and
piquant, thereby fulflliîng the
autiior's ideal. The story o! the
criminal clan and its doings la as
thrilling as the. most ardent lover of
adventure could desire, whle the.
delineation o! the Jtudge and bis in-
corrigible friend, Solomoni Mahaiffy,
is an excellent blending o! boldness
and delieacy. The villains of the tale
are of the. requisite blaekness, with-
out the vestige of redeeng virtues,
and it aIfords the gentle reader pure
joy wben tb.y are tumbled over cliffs
or itO dairk river., Wo meet diie pun-
ishment. Betty Mgalroy, the hero-
ie, is o! the. traditional Southerli

type-sweet, spirited and niost
dalutily feminine. Sbe bas the. old-
time tribulations and la almost car-
ried off by the daricest of the villains.
1}lowever, the. reader will- follow al
tiiese divertiug adventures for hlmi-
self. But tiie unforgettable feature
of the. book la thie reprobate old
judge, wiiose tragedy le neyer with-
out its coiuc aspect. To read the
book la Wo fall undei' the. speil of a
cruxupled and yet pathetic character,
and it is quit. impossible not to love
Judge Bloc""' Frice-wiose final
naine would betray the. secret of the
story. The. illustrations of the miodern
nove1 are -not, as a rule, either suit-
able or inspiing In tis matter, the.
artist o! «Tii. Prodigal Tudge," M.
Leone Bracer, is a joyens exception,

and one recoguises with gladness an
illustrator who is actually in symi-
patiiy with the spirit of the narrative
and the essential humanity of thec
character. (Toronto- 'Meleod and
Allen).

fE society of modern Lon-
T don appears to afford an
înexhauistible field to the novel-
ist. The latest writer of fiction
to- reap a harvest of epfigrai
and character study f rom this soil
is Patrick Rushden, whose firat novel,
"The Sea Lion," is mnch better than
the average "best seller." There is
the. old situation of amnazing physi-
cal similarity between two charac-
ters, who belong to different moral
hemispiieres. Tlow the fastid joua
heroine, Sybil, is so purblind as to
mistaire SÇ. TMrnILeld for the. original
"gsea lion" is difficult to expilain, and
one is strongly temitpted to expostu-
lite with that young lady concemfi-
ing hier infatuation with an absolute
"-bounder." However, as she bas ber,
eyes effectnally opened i time te
save her f rom matrimionial di*illu-
sions, the reader la consoled hy the
escape from S. Thorield's enthral-
ling power. Sir James Riplry is,
perhaps, the most arresting character
in a group 'where ne one is common-
place. lis uneauny influence over
his %-ife--who i. a rather tiresome
and fiabby persunality-and bis de-
sire to play the. deus ex machna in
the aiffairs of bis acquaintances lead
to dramatie consequeuces. Tihe oc-
cult element i the plot is subtly and
flot senaationuily handled. The. book
arouses unusual interest. (Toronto -
the. Macmillan Comnpany o! Canada).

DIOGENES 'S celebrated pervesti-
gation bas fuirnished the. basis

for many a later occupation. Gile.aZ
Balm, In the. book of the. saine nains;
by Bernard Capes, undertook soine-
tiiing of the. saine task ln bis Quet-
don't forget the. capital-for the.


