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flight interlaced one with another wîth
a touch and go which conveyed the ver>'
embodiment of delîght in motion. The>'
were as vacillating as butterflies with
the speed of a gleam of light, and to,
follow an>' individual for more than a
second or two was impossible. The
birds were clean>' some species of swal-
low, and the pleased interest that en-
grossed attention for some time recaîl-
ed a Mahommedan tradition which
relates that after the banishment from
Paradise the Angel Gabriel compassion-
atel>' offered poor Eve, in ber grief,
some swallows and hens as a distrac-
tion.

It was an easy climb up the Ioamy
cliff-side to, the cave dwellings, On

searchîing the niearest hiole,î a bird shot
out brushing biaud andI faLe aruSh1 of
wings ashviard [romi itunnels arounid.
and aln immense comoii en11 tOkk pliaCo
amongst the swirlitig birds; ihey -jerk-
ed to itnd fro in an agitatied Confioný'1
that resemibled ai tornado-cloud being-
tori into filying fragmients. It was th
period of nidification, and as lonig as 1

remiained at my post the outraged muiil-
titude flîtted rounid, soared and %ank,
uttering cries inexpressible hy any corn-
bination of letters. on at later vst
wNhen the nests were emprty, a, -erm dil-
ferent reception was givenl. Ini 1 tew
miinutes everN' Suallow arouind vanlish-
ed and for hiaIl ani hour aftlerwvards only
onie or two solitary scouts, scarcel>'
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