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" ABRATIAM'S TOMB—TIIE PILLAR OF ABSALOM.

The Rey. Dr. J, P. Newman in ¢ From Dan to Beerrhebha”
anvs the chicf attraction in Hebron, alike to Chrigtian, Jew
and Moglem' is the Cave of Machpelnh, now bearing u,é
Arnbic nnme of El-Khualil—«¢The Friend of God.” The field
contnining the Cave is loeated on the higher stope of a hill
lying an the eaxt of the city, and {8 now enclored by w massive
wall fifty fueet hizh, the lower portion of which, to the height
of forty feet, is of Jewish constrnction, and the upper part iy of
Surncenic origing with u minaret at each angle.  The wall has
an ancient appearance, being coustructed of Iarge levelled
stoner hewn gmooth, nud extends north and south 200 fueet,
and 115 feet cust and west.  T'he exterior i8 ornamented with
gquare pilasters, sixteen on ench wide, cight at each angle,
which, without eapitals, support o cornice extending the whole
lenpeth of the structure. The wall i8 kolid without window or

aperture, except at the angles of the northern end, where are
the chief entrancer, reached by hroad tlights of steps of gentle
Within this mural en-
wlich,

ascent, leading to the courts within,
vlosure standg nomosque, once a Byzantine church,
like the Church of
5t Sophin in Cons-
tautinople, and tho
Chaureh ot Justinian
inJerusalem, has
been essentintly al-
tered, and dedicated
to Mohbammed., Be-
peath it in the Cave
of Machpelah, and
wit hinitare the
monumental shrines
o f t he pntrinrchal
dad, Within a
small chapel on the
right is the  ceno-
tuph in honour of
Abraham, and di-
rect!y opposite, in a
similar recess, in the
thrincof Sarah.
Each ix inclosed by
nan iron ratling, and
guarded by a silver
gnte, That of t he
father of the faithful
consirts of a cotlin-
Jike strieture, 1 x
f e et high, built of
pinstered marble,
dinp:d  with three
carprets of o green
colonr, cmbroider:d
with gold, while
over that of Saruh
is sprond apall  On
the sides ot the mos-
qu midway the
building, nnd imme-
dintely opposite
encli other, are mo-
monental tombs of
Isune nnd Re becea,
Like thore of their
paronts, they are
placed within cha-
pels in the walls of
which sre windows,
protected by iron
lurs. In n separate
choister,opposite
the entrance of the
mosjue, in Corres-
PONUING B eSS R iTe
the tombix of Jacob
and Lol 1 ontil the
year 1R6G 2 admit-
tunice to the Cave
wis absolntely de-
nihed todew or Qtjhrih'-
tintr; but thanks to
e inte ”i,&{(‘lll,fl‘, the
power nnd perseve-
mnee of the Prince
of Waleg, the bar of
seclusion from this
most intern sting
place has bwen pe-
mov.d. Beneath the
morque is the cave
where rest in pence
the remaing of the
sacred dend,

The Pillar of Ab-
salom lies in the val-
ley of Jehoshuphat, -
1000 fet below the
bridgge which spans
the Kedron, 1t isof
Yimestone, eut of
the rock, and deta-
ched from the base

of Ulivet by n path excavated in three of itg sidex, 1t consists of
A square platform, reachs d by  flipht of rteps 3 & basement of
sqlnl rock twenty-four feet square, a square attic geven feet,
high, and a circular attic, surmounted with an inverted funnel-
ghaped dume, the point spreading out like an opening flower,
Though itk apparent altitude is less than fifty foct, yet, owing
to the nccumnlution of rtones around 1ts bhage, its actual height
1% not ascertainable.  The exterior of the basement ix orna-
mcptc(l with columns and pilasters, on the Jonic capitals of
which rests a Dorie srchitrave. Above the first _entablaturo
Are Lwo courses of large, well-dressed stones, on which is traced
A small cortfice, and on the dome above is A cornice resembling
rope work.  Within are two chambers, reached by the original
duorwuy on t,hq east, and by a breach on the west, which hax
been made Ly the inhabitants of the city, who hold tho mem-
ory of Absnlym in prefound contempt,  Within and around it
are heaps of stones, thrown there by Christian, Jew and
Muslum, in condemnation of a skon's rebellion agninst his
father, and, as & moru exprossive mark of their dirapprobation,
they gplt upon it as they puss, This is probably the pillar

SWiloo CHALETB—CANTON

which Absalom In his lifetime reared up for himself in the
“ King's Duole” Being u mixture of Grecian, Roman, and
Kgyptlan architecture, the style Is against the supposition ;
but as it wak customary in the days of Herod to ¢ garnish the
sepulehres of the righteons,” 8o the admirers of the rebel may |
have reconstructed. his ¢ Pillar? conformably with the archi- |
tectural taste of the Herodian age.

“TIGER AND DEER)"

This illustration is copied from & work recently issued by
Baillere et Filn, of Pnris, entitled Vie & Animavz Jllustrée. -1t
represents a huge tiger springing upon a doc, which the fierce
beust is tearing to pieces hefore the eyes of its offspring,  The
poor fawn is too much astonished and terror-stricken at the
appearnance of the monster to move and eseape in time to
avoid its mother's fate. The tiger is a good specimen of ity
kind—a full-grown ¢ Royal,” active, agile, and terribly |
powerful.

——— i e
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“wTHE RALN. 1S OVER.”

This {llustration is copied from a painting by a Dutch artiat,
F. Verheyden. It represents a group of pearant children
emerging from under a shock of corn where they had sought
shelter from a passing summer shower. The eldest of tha
three, a girl of somo seven years, evidently proud of her
charge, is holding out her hand to make suro that the rain is
over, before allowing her young brother and sister to leave
their hiding-place. The faces of the children immediately tell
their nationality ; the broad space between the eyes and the
plumpness of their faces heing marked features in the Duteh
physiognomy. Thooriginalisa beautifully executed painting,

and is at present, we believe, in Paris.

The Prince Imperial addressed for the firsé time to the
Holy Father, who is his godfuther, an epistle written by his
juvenile hand, wishing bis Holiness a bappy new year.. This
dooument was presontod {fo the Pope, who replied by an
autsgraph lettor,

"NBEUFCHATEL

SWISS CHALETS.—~CANTON OF NEUFCHATEL,

Wegive an illustration in this issue of.a Swiss mountain -
scene, taken from nature, in the canton of Neufchatel, In the
foreground we have a cluster of fantastically-built chfilets on
the banks of one of those mountain-streams, formed by the

| thawing of the snow on the hills, which are 80 common 'in

Switzerland,  The eanton of Neufchitel is in the French por-
tion of Switzerland, and lics near the borders of France. 1t
has o population of some 60,000 inhabitants, by all of whom
the French tongue is spoken.

LUMBERMEN'S SHANTY-—HAULING LOUS,

In a formner issue we gave an illustration of the interior of a
lwmbernien’s shanty,  We now give o view of the exterior of
these ghauties, and o seene in the woods where the Inmbermen
pursur their avoentions,  The work of getting out the lumber
18 curried on entirely in the winter, when the snow is some-
times several feet deep.  After the logs are felled they are
carricd down on
sleighs to the river,
where they are form-
ed into rafts and
floated down to the
shipping-portg. The
principal field for
the operations of
the Jumbermen ig on
the Upper Ottawa,
whenee an immense
quantity of lumber
is brought down in
the spring. At
Quebee the timber
thus bromght down
in rafts is “eulled”
by a supervisor ap-
pointed by the Go-
vernment.

Brittianr  Mere-
OROLOGICAL PHENO-
MENON.— A Wwry

beautiful phonome-
non was witnessed
at Springfield, 111,
on the 5th inst, At
sunri~e¢ the air wasg
heavy with quitea
fug, bt before nine

oclock the sun
shone forth with
more than usual

splendour, and the
air was warm, soft
and balmy, like
spring. At about
nvon the close ob-
server of  weather
chuuges noticed a
cool, icy ferling to
the air, and & num-
ber of flecey clouds
were seen in  the
skv. About half-past
two in theafternoon
a bright, luminous
band cncircled the
sun, upun which
appeared, in  the
ea~tern and western
are, bright and bean-
tiful rainbow-tinted
objects, about the
size of the full
moon, in mid-heav-
ens, common iy
known as sundogs.
Aboui ten degrees
above the north arce
of the circle around
the sun appeared
two beantiful and
remarkably brilhant
rainhow-tinted cres-
cents, ahout fifteen
degrecs from point
to point and abont
two degrees apart.
Atrhe same time a
white, luminous
band, about five de-
grees in width, ap-
pearcd aronnd the
entire heavens,
about forty-five de
grees above the Hn
of the horizon,upon.
which were observ-
ed, st the north-
west and north-cast,
two bright, luminous objects about the size of the sundogs
m ntionvd above. All of these various -and beautiful phe-
nomensa remuined visible for nearly three hours, and only
disappeared as the sun sank to rest in the:west.

Juerter oy roe Wawpace—Tupiter has been undergoing
somy curions chanees during the past year, and particularly
within the last two months ; and astronomers arg deeply in-
terested about the matter. The belts of the planet are more
thun ustally numerons, and they display a greater variety of
colours than has ever yet been ascribed to, them. The equa-
torial belt, which has been for years the brightest part of the
planect, is'noiv not nearly so bright as the light belts to the
north and south. TVsually it has been free from markings;
now it is often covered with markings, which resemblu piled-
up cumulns clouds. It has generally been colourless, shining
with a silvery-gray or pearly lustre ; now it is of a rich, deep
yellow; greatly resembling the colour of electrotyped gald.




