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Alast the love of women! it is known I
To he a lovely and o fearful thing 3 !
Tor all of theirs upon that die is thrown,

A, if 'tislosty 1
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Ty truth i3 onen stenuggor than, ﬁchon o ¢
one can deny, T’ think—nt least in tlu. u)m'ﬂc of ;
my own experience it has often lieen my lot to
fund the events of the wildest tele, sy pus:(_l'l by
the almost incredible incidents of actual life,”
said Evernrd Peyton, as he tnid from kis hand

B Lhe sheets of ‘avoluminous letter, w hich for the ;

been mtcnlly perusing. -
els ave

: uni' lde(l in. ﬂmt closu]y \\rmcn T ssnc, “which

ish. nnotlm‘-ploof of the real runmm.e "GP
these or prosnic lives ?”7 asked his l‘ueml Aran-

. del, who satorithe opposite side of the library

table looking over a pile of newspapers and Jet-
ters that had arrived by the fnst foreign mail.

“ A strange adventure indeed,” mphcd T-\cr-
ard, “which T will read to you.: It relates tn
the ynunrr Count I¥Estura of whom you lmv
often heavd me speak.  In fact I \\us‘ most, inti-
mate with him ‘while in’ Rome ; ‘we’ saw, ‘cach
other duily, for his hotel was the resort ot r.ll
strangers resident i the city, and thmr 506

'“ould have attracied me thither, even had lus
“ mother and  sister; not been two ot the. mos
. charming \\omen in the \\orld—tlu. former’ qmtc
“la Corinne—the latter as beautifal and f'me(l ns

Sappho.”

*“Yet you came m\u) henrl.-\\l\olc.,
friend smiling. .

“ Ilenrt-fess,~—you nnr'ht mlhm- say,'" relumcd
TPeyton— but you shull shrive me some other
time—ot prcscnt this aifuic of 1’Estura’s ab-
sorhs me.”

e - Was he not betrothed to some faic and lovely

J sm(l ]us

: Iudy of /the land 27

4 Yes, to the lndy Clnudm. Di Guercml-—tlm

‘wealthiest heiress in Rome—nnd lovely cnough
. too, one would have thou"hl to fix the roving ine

clinations of nny ressonnble man. “But’ listen

s The following gketch is founded upon an”actunl”
occurrancs of ficts, which the inaginuion of the writer

fe Jath ne niore te bring

T'o them, bt moglu-rics' of the past alane,

Diyeon.

¢ and you shall hear Moreton’s letter, which can-
3ot be void of mtmeat even Lo ane. mmulu'lmlc.(l
with the partics q.oncomud S
And resuming the sheets \\lm.h ln) l)ul‘orc
him, he eomnmmml reading nloud as follyws:-—
& Aun aifair has recently oceurred hiere, which
2 has caused the grentest excitement in the impe-
$ vial eityy especially among. the higler class of the:
_community, to Whicl' pnnle-rc(l order; che
T l uclor thc Counc D'Esturn; l:c]onﬂ'évl You' i
ith’ “him du mr- )our ;
§:stay here, T bei c\o, and knew, of’ course, (it lie
1 was regarded as one of Tortune's prum. Iu.\ orites,
on necount of his betrothal to so iy, wealthy, -
and virtuous n lady as the duughter of the ol
Marquis bi Cxumum—lhc !ml) Cl:uuh.x, whom
donbtless’ you have sccn. R
“'lhc i u.um:l mu:s which ]m\o, ns it \\cw,
fm)\\ n out of 'this connexion; foruy now the one
topie of discourse, and creite an mlelLst which
vemders even lhepu-reunts and mnu;c ents of lhu_‘
car m\'ul insipid in eomparison; while™ the cnd-v
ldss variety of shapes in which the tals is repent- B
ed is equnl onl.) to the munl)er of listeners it ob-
taing=—I will give you but one of lhem. which is,
T Lelieve, the nuthentic ote—nnd \\-lm.h, us T have
read it in the mannseript of a l'l'lcnd ﬁumlmr with
its winutest - details, hus been thrown, into the - '
form of o mininture rom'mL‘L‘—J Lop) it for you, -

verbatim, L

. . : t

_ « Conrad D‘Estum hml bul: just utluinml his
fourteenth year, when he was betrathed to Clau-
dia Di Guereini, only two yenrs his junior. De-
ing an orphan nnd an heiress, she was placed in
“a c.om'nnt to bo eduénted, but at the age of
cighteen she was Lo Jenvgityin or der to reecive the |
~hand of: Ner” youthful bridegroom, - ITé, .in the .
‘mcumlme, was to complete Lis :studlies at l’ndun," ‘
and then' to spcnd a year or t\\o in trm’el bcl‘o )
the pcnod fixed for! his mairiage. should arrive.
The 1"mk of the coun '\ms cquul to thm. of his




