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ACQUAIMTAM CE WITH THE GREAT,

B Y A. R.

0 blcssed lctters ! that combine iii on
Ail ages past, and mark onc linc ivith aill
By you ive do confer Nvith who are gonc,
And the dcad-living unto council cail

DANIEL'S 'MUSEP5IILUS.

THE story of the poor wcavcr contains an cxcel- 1 There are thousands for ivhom thc rocky, q u
lent moral, who, when accuscd of vanity, because be flot unfruitful isie of ithaca, is invested with tI
claimed acquaintance îvith a cclebratcd poct ivhom charmns of home, ivho can sc the godlike ber0

he had neyer sen, pointed to the shelf which contairi- consurning bis heart iii uncompanioned sorrOWe,
cd his little iibrary, and replicd "There arc bis thc sca shore, and hear hlm bevaýiling- his cruel ($tc'
works, 1 have lhad thema for many ycars, and have in ail the melody of clîarmcd ivords. tc
read themn over and over, tilI 1 can repeat them ail But turn to a very différent age, and to a
from beginning to end, ai4l surely lie and 1 must bc more extended ciass of readers, and it Ivi11 bc e"~
pretty iveli acquainted by this time." Admit the to percecive the vcry same sympathy, manifeStea *i

dlaira of the weaver to acquaintance, and what a way equally unequivocal. Look at Uhc tic lhh

double force is thcre in the old maxim " that a man connects Sir Walter Scott to, bis readero'
is known by the companyhe kccps 1" Admit it, and it flot as close as the tic of common. acquaiflt"ll
how wvide may be the range of our acquaintance; Is it not rather an intimacy, a friendship, a' relatlo
an acquaintance not limitcd to the littie circie iii ship), founded on admiration and respect, and gra
which we ourselves move, but ivide as the extent of tude ? No wonder that Christendoin bewaledt

civilization, and stretching backiwards to the remot- ls fsc a.N odrta Vr O

sipDiy .e' tjLb 0

est periods of history. feit as if be had iost, a personai friend. Ils ex'Admit it, and wbat becomes of compiaints of dulI fcctcd bpiiy is kindness of beart> bis ne"
and uncono'enial scey f soit xluil failino' fund of anecdote and tradition, bsujl0 0 doiedevotcd to petty gains, and destitute of rclisb for ried ap)plication, the very minutime of bis dOnï

vvitil the splendid mansion and the pialace. There the iast and best of the tbousand portraits lviybare great mcen around us evcry day, " warriors and respect of the age bas callcd forth, to brifl' II
statesmen, and prophetie bards." It may be they living breatbing form, the baie and vi-ooS~,,
speal, not to us iii an audible voice, but there is a somewhat antiquated gentleman, wvith bis fil£C '3
language ivbicb needs net to be articulatcd;teei tish face and expindednbrow, who, for so manY e1'
a mnute elequence îvbicb tbrills the innermest re- ivas the life and soul of a higly cultivatcd Cicir
cesses of the dcli-bted spirit; there is "Iseciety br the metropolis of bis native land.
none intrudes ;"there is a communion of soul îvitb It is said that triendsbip cannot exist a 5
soul over wbicb time and space have no pewver. a scnsc of obligation ; if Uic remark be truc, cet
There are tbousands now living in quiet corners of iii regard te Sir Walter Scott ive must plcad I
the land-not a tcw acting in the wbirlpools of busi- ception. Thousands feit tbemaselvcs Unde

ness and anx.iety, ivbose sympathies with the great deepcst obligation to him, iwbo yet adlired
master spirits of antiquity is ne less real tban if tbey lovcd him. Ilow xnany a solitary and deSP1i,,r
bad trod "4tlhe olive grove of Acadamé," and listencd bcart bas be-en irradiated by bis ecerful an tb
to the living veice of Socrates, sivc temper i loiv mnany sluînbcring s0l

"4Wbom, well insp)ircd, the Oracle pronounccd beecn awakericd, and their ivbolc p)Oves f 00
lVisest of nieni." tion and love called into action, if not iite ce t


