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How quickly nature falls into revolt,
When gold becomes her object !

Shakspeare.

The spirit’s beauty met you there, in every line and shade,

The light that sorrow touches not when the rosier blossoms fade ;

But there dwell not with her, sparkiing looks, such as the careless know,
The very smiles in their sweetness told, life’s eup had been of wo.

Mys. L. P. Smith.
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ll: l: : may sometimes be.noliccd, in the very heart
v'i“\ougg:e-md populous city, a habitation, which,
0 Q "'mg detached from the mass of surround-
i ltio: ings, wears an air of utter solitude and
. Conveying to the mind of the observer a
g|°n:'°m_°rzloom and melancholy, which, ifit stoad
\up,  2id the serene and beautiful objects of na-

* Would not be associated with it.
8o, i‘:,u.e of this description, many years since,
Citiea l::"o‘iided street in one of the most ancient

ake United States,—if indecd,it be permitted
at ‘her:? anomalous an application of that word.
ectnq iL then stood, one of the earliest dwellings
%p. Y the first English possessors of the svil—
the

Past
Baby,

» With it dark, time=stained walls, its sloping
?%:z’g’ ee.n with vegetable mould, and its small
ible ol diamond-shaped glass,scarcely discern-
ough (he clustering foliage of the Virginia

Per,
Wre

ithat hung its long tendrils in many a fantastic

ael,, round them. It had & small court in front, !
by o crazy board fence, the top of which!

st
!rg“: d':ed 8 majestic elm, drooping its green arms
ki'\d ¢ domicil, and seeminy lo shelter itin their
'e!l‘,yet fl‘lce. But though a beautiful object in it-
%tree "Om the confined space in which it grew,
N‘e‘“ “ast 60 dim and damp a shadow over the
ity o e Created such a twilight obseuriiy beneath
!Ingmf % that it rather added to, than relieved the
“higy, 1+ broaded over the little donain—a gloom,
*n b; 0: the dwellers in its vicinity, and the pass-
.h"ler l:""'Y day, had ceasedto be fult; but a
Wy Om viewed the spot, without pausingto
'ﬁe’ he' dismal and desolate aspect which it
Which contrasted with the busy life and
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ded by formidable iron spikes ; and above |

! motion, that flowed on around it, made it the more
| striking and remarkable.
The occupants of this uninviting abode were four
in number,—an old man, who had well nigh fulfilled

! his threescore years and ten, his widowed daughter

"jn law, his grand-daughter, and a serving woman of
{ pearly the same age with himsel. They held no in-

tercourse with the neighbourhaod, for it is in cities

| that man may indulze his selfish wish of living to,
_and lor himself. Amid the beneficent influences of
ithe country, heorts are warmer, kind sympathies
' more diffusive, and individual suffering becomes a
"source of interest to the whole community, Let the
i hermit seek the city, for in the country he may vain-

it stands there still, @ venerable memento of Ly hope to dwell without the fellowship of his laind.

| The old man was known by the name of Miser
| Dorival,a soubriquet which his sordid and avaricious
! habits had justly carrcd for him. He belonged to
+a family of respectability, had been bred a mer-
chant, and in early life marricd an. amiable woman
of small fortune, who died shorily after the birth of
her Grstchiid, a son. Some usscried, that she died
i of a broken heart ; others, that her death was occa~
sioned by want and privation,her penurious husband
denying her, even in iliness, the common necessaries
of life. + all events, he betrayed no gricf at her
loss, but from that time, abandoned himsell to the
entire sway of his ruling passion, the love of gold ;
and to increase what he already possessed, by
usury, and persimony, becarie at once his employ-
ment and delight. He disposed of every superfiuous
article in his house, reserving only the bares.! Leces
saries for use, and besides depriving himself of every
comfort, left his poor child, half clothed and scantjly
fed, to the charge of an ignorant and simple wo-
of whom he knew nothing, except that she

man,



