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somcwhat accustomed te the souLnds whcrein the natives read
the Chinese characters.

The rescnblance between the Corean and Japanese lan-
gagoas is very striking. The Corcans study cuphony to ex-
cess, and often omit or insert a letter to-cfect it. We may cail
the Corean a very expressive language, it is neither foo harsh
nor to soft. The Chinese hinguage is sometimes unintelligi-
ble te fareigners, bceause it contains a great many souads,which
are only half pronounced ; while the Corcan is full and sonor-
ous, and may bc casily undcrstood. The Corcans confounl,
interchange, and transpose the letters I, mi, n, and r. As they
arc a very grave people, thcy pronounc their language with
peculiar emphasis. Thcir language is expressive, net on ce-
count of the great number of ideas which they can convey irougli
this medium, for the natives are poor in thouights, but bocause of
its sanorous nature. We meet in it all the teris for abstract
ideas which the Chinese language contains ; but for many of
those ideas, they have nothing more thai the sound of tbe Chinese
characters, and net anforiginal word.

It is remarkable, that not only the Chinese, but also the na-
tions who have received thcir civilization froin themi, have taken
the timost pains to cultivate the Chinese laniguage. To on-
courage the study thercof, it has been made a duty, incumbent
on all who aspire to Jiterary honors, and thrhoby to offices in the
governmnent, te know the language thoroughly. This seems ta
be ne less the case in Corea, than in the other Chinese language
nations ; and lience it is that the Chinese character is se gencral-
ly understood in a country, which, in civilization, is far inferior
te China, as it is also te Japan.

We have not been able ta ascertain w'hether there exists,
among the Coreans, a varicty of dialcets ; this wc can supposc
Io be the case frein the nature of tlieir language. We endea-
voured ta obtain saine native books ; blit in this we failed ; and
indeed, we were net allowed even te have a sight of lieni.-
The books which have, by way ofJapain, fallen into the haniids


