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Dogs Farra SAvE ?—The Crristian still persiats
that a believer is not saved, unless baptized, As
he asserts that he knows nuthing of what is meaus
by wholly saved, salvativn incomplote—expressions
wo used in suppused deference to his theory—but
that ** if a wau is saved—why he is ssved; and if
lost, he is lost,” he must mean thaot tho un-
baptized believer is lost, and that faith ia counted
for nothing, in his cage,

Lest, howover, woe do not fully understand our
contemporary, we ask him to answor the following
questions:

1. What je faith?

2. Is a mun saved when Christ’s atoning work
and rightoousness becomes his, through accopting
Chirist as his aubstitute ?

8. Ts it faith or baptism which thus appropriates
Christ’s substitutionary work ?

4. Our bolief is that the faith which saves always
is accompanied by the spirit of obedionce. Will
the boliever with disposition to obey, be loat, if he
dicsdl?)ofore he has oboyed the command to be bap-
tize

6. If he be thought lost when dying in this con.
dition, does God have most regard for this state of
tlio hourt or for the outward act?

6. There aro but two states mentioned in the Old
Testament—saved and lost. Can a man who has
tho disposition to ubey be in the state of thoso whe
have the mind of the flesh ‘¢ which is not subject
to the law of God, neithor indeed can be.” Rom.
viii. 9. If not in tho lost stato, must he not be
saved before he has actually obeyed 1

7. There is nota case in the New Testament
where baptism is mentioned with faith in the justi-
fication of the sinner, Itis * justified by faith.”
Is the man who is justified by frith unsaved until

baptized 7 In other words, Can a justified man ever-

be in a lost stato ?

8. We undorstand that.our Disciple friends be-
lieve in falling from grace. A man who has cuce
been saved through belief and baptism, goes back
into the lost state. When he belioves the second
time, does he require to be baptized again to be
saved, or does the virtue of the old baptism still
hold? Would there not be as much.need of the
baptism tho second tiwme, in order to sulvation, as
the first?

9. Is it the act of obedience, or the spirit which
prompts obedience, which God regards? If the
formor, then does not this make God more solici-
tous.about the letter than the spirit; if the latter,
then can a man who has the faith which brings with
it this epirit, be Joat because unbaptized?

10. The boliever is baptized from love to Christ,
or he is not. If ho seeks baptism from love to his
Lord, can one who loves Christ be unsaved? Doea
not John say, **Whosoever lovethis born of God?”
‘Would not this, therefore, be equivalent to saying
that a soul born of God is unsaved, or that a
rogenerated soul might be in hell? If he does not
seok baptism from love to Christ, can such an act
savo him? Tsthereany value in an act not prompted
by love? Does not the Disciple idea, that faith
must be supplementod by baptism before one can
bo saved, either lead to the conclusion that a soul
that loves God may be in a lost state, or that salva-
tion depends upun submission to an act not prompt-
ed by love to Christ? When THE CHRISTIAN has
answered these guestions, and we know his exact
views on these points, we may have a final word to
say. For tho preseut, we shall not refar further to
our-argument.

In tho Messenger and Visitor of March 23rd is
found the abovoe article. Wo .have inserted it, not
that it is a reply to anything we have said,
but that our readers may seo that our contomporary
makes no attempt to further defend his position,
and makes no reply to the auswers we offered to
his questions.  Jf our replies are fallacious, why
not embrace the opportunity to prove them such?
£, in the judgment of our critic, they aro unworthy
of such an attempt, why not present them to his
readers that they. too, may see the want of potenoy
in-our replies. and thus assiat those who have, ta
use the langnage of our quostioner, **been assailed
by this beliof 7" For, let it be remembered, our

contemporary started this controveisy, and claimed:

that'the end he had in view in continuing it was to
assist just such persons. :

We have beon asked wo acarcely know how many
questions, and, on our part, an attempt has been
made to answer every one, Wo, in turn, have pre-
sented a few, but our replies and questions have, with

but one or two exceptions, met with no response
whatever,

Tho Messenger and Visitor’s arguments and quos-
tious have beon placed in the columns of Tue
CuRristIAN, but the replice, denials and questions
of T CiRISTIAN have not appeared in the Messen-
ger and Visitor.  So much so that soveral readers
of the last named paper have said to us, ** We
would like to see a copy of your paper that e may
know how you answer tho questions submitted to
you.” By rcason of such troatiaent we feol justi-
fied in putting off, for the present st least, any
reply to the foregoing questions—questions that, to
our mind, can be easily answered and harmonized
with what we understand-to bo the- teaching of the
Bible.

Before conoluding theso remarks it might be
well to notice one or two points, (1) Wholly
saved, fully saved, salvation incompleto—phrasus
used by our contemporary, to which we took ex-
coption, wore employed, so he affirms, in ¢ sup-
posed deference to our thoory.” Of course, wo are
not to say positively in what sense ho uses the word
doference. Daniel Wobster says,-— ¢* Doference
marks an inclination. to yiold to-one's opinion, to
acquivsco in the sentiments of avother in preference
to one's own.” Are we to find in this definition
the secret of our critic’s silence} Of a wish in him
to veor off - on another tack? That moves. him to
offer us the laboring oar 7

(2) The word *“alone,” so prominent in formoer
articles, is conspicuously-absent in the one above,
The heading is, ‘“ Does Faith Save?” To this. we
answor, Yes, for it is a Bible doctrine ; but to our
contemporary’s former proposition, ¢ Does Faith
alone Save," wo answor, No. All along we have
been contending that the word *‘ alone " should be
taken out, for with it the proposition is not only
unscriptural but anti-scriptural. We are pleased
to notice that at last the word ** alone ™ is left out.

theory 1

(8) After submittingto us theabove questions and
requesting from usa.reply, our oritic conoludes
with : * When THE CunistIaXN has answered these
questions and wo know his exact views on these
points, wo may have a final word to say.” We
may ! Now that's rather cool, to say the least of
it, iy it not? What an inducement to answer his
questions, when, judging from the past, he would
give to his readers no chance to zee our replies and
'denials to the doctrines he attributes to us. And

more likely not) have a final word to say. If we
had treated our contemporary as he has treated us
‘during thisshort controversy, we imagine that there
.would be within us a consciousness that on our part
had been somewhat violated the Goldun Rule,
which reads something like this, ** Whatsoover ye
would that men should do to you, do ye oven so to
them.” -

MISSION SOCIETY REPORTS.

—

.ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMAN'S AID SOCIETY OF
THE COBURG STRRET CHURCH.

Dear Sisters of the C. W. M. Society, and Friends :.
—%We are happy to greet you sagain, as another
'‘Quartorly ‘has dawned upon us., And it is with
deep gratitude to our Heavenly Father that we
‘have baen spared to work in His Vineyard one year
more,

Since our last Annual, we have held a good many
mcotings, which our sisters have made sacrificee.
‘for. Have our souls been bleased in the doing?
Has any ono else been benefited, or felt the influ-
.ence of our work? Or has there been any reflox
influence 7 It is one of the objects of our coming
"together to bring out the talent of our sisterhood,

‘for good. We read articles without number on

temperance work for women, Of indoor employ-

Is this omission-due to a suppossd deference to our

when he knows our views, even then he may (but,

to encourage, to stimulate and increase our powor.|.

ment and outdoor employment (all gnod), but what,
wo ask, can be moro onabling, more olevating, than
to Iobor for tho causo-of Christ, to have our hearts
warmed by His love,*for His groat love wherowith
Ho loved us,” and to-feel the cleansing of-His blood-
ugon our sonls,

Tor this wo aro banded together, that our huinble
effurts combined may guide othors to seo the light
of the Gospel, and accept the gracious offer of par-
don, for He says, If ye love Mo keep My command-
ments, and they are not grievous.

We feel there must be inspivation in these ve-
unions, as wo clasp hands with our Young Peoplels
Mission Band, (who have organized sinco last yoar’s,
Annuatl), and our band of willing “Little Workers,”
to hoar the report of their trials and successes of
the.past.year, and their plans for.the.futura,

-Of course our minute roports geom small be:
sides the numbers of our sistera of the States, but
wo do not despise the day of small things. Know-
ing we have made some headway since last Maroh,
wo take courage and press on toward the mark for
the prize of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Phil.iii.14. Porhaps it would not be amiss to make
a note of tho number of-Aid Societies of our Ameri-
can sisters. In their last report they give tho number
of auxillary sooieties 509, with. a. membarship. of
11,009; Miesion Bands, 155; in this number is in-
cluded our Little Workers. We have one-also in
Digby-Co. N. S., and we hope ére another year to.
learn of others. Some of our Sunday-school boys
were asking why.they could .not have such a.band
as the Workera.

So they could, if some older one conld only feel
interested enough to start them and keep one going.
There is lots of latent power in our Sunday-school,
which only wants some motory power, )

In closing, dear young friends of our bands, and
sisters of our Aid Society, I ask you, Lbeg ¢f you,
strive to doyour best. Reach up higher.and higher,
be more holy in your lives, that others may see that
your lamp is burning.

Hunger and thirst after righteousncss and ye.
shall be filled.

Wherewithal take unto you the whole armour of
God, and’ praying always with all prayer and
supplication -in the spirit; and watching thereunto.
with all-perseveranco for all sainta.

Grrace be -with all them that love our Lord.Jesus,

Christ in sincerity.
Mas, M. Owex,

President.
St. John, N. B., March 21st, 1887.

SECRETARY'S REPORT.

Our Society has met as usual during the past
year on tho last Thursday in the moath with. an
average attendance of ten members, This id, I am,
sorry to say, 8 much smaller average thau we would
like to report, but when we take iato considefgﬁdn
tho fact that there are two other branches of this
‘mission in our church it makes quite a difference.
I allude to the Young Péople’'s Mission Band and.
ithe Little Workers, both valuable aids in this work.
‘The object of these aocieties is'ta have a mission-
‘aty in the home field as soon as the necessary funds
.avo raised. Tn fact, it has been suggestsd by some
iof the members that we might make a beginning
inow, as soon as & siitable man can be found that,
lis willing to take up the work, Wo bolieve there
\are many in these provinces who would gladly
iaccopt the gospel in its purity if it were rightly
‘presented to them, and for that reason we are wils
gl_ing to do what we.can towards it. We,cannot all
‘be proachers, but we cau-help to send the laborers
tinto the Master's vineyard by our contributions
‘large or amall, ¢ Give,” says the Saviour; ¢‘and
\it shall bo given to you.again,”
Though our Society is small.in numbers, yet.ws
jare. earnest in.tho work, and we trust the time.is

ynot far -distant whon we ahall have. preacher:



