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Praiseworthy Enterprise—Interesting Per.

sonal Item—Weckly Collections Recom-
mende¢—Increased Liherality Desirable,

Irvam Our- Qun Correspondent,

About ayearago, on the first Sabbath
of April, one of the congregation of this
city known ax the Calvin Chureh had
the mmsfortune to get their house of
worship utierly dostroyed by fire. 1t
was the morning of the day on which:
the communion was to be held, n cir-
eumstence which added to the omotion
felt by the members who on that occa-
gion were left ecclesiastically homeless.
Thoy had had somo struggling to raise
and complete the building, in the pre-
vious two or two and a half years as
miich as botween 38500 and $4000 was
spent in finishing it outside and in ; and
yot to their great sorrow it was utlerly
swept away in-a few hours, In as brief

" space &8 posaible {the work of rebuild-
‘ing commenced. - A more favorable site
was selccted and this time move dnra-
blo material was employed—Dbrick with
.stono dressings and cornices instead of
wood. 1In oleven months from the time
.of the calamity the congregation entor-
ed on poscssion of the busement rootn of
the new buildings.  'This room which is
intended for tho use of the Sabbath
School and prayer meetings has o ceil-
ing twelvo feet high and will accommo.
dnte over 500. of an audience. It is
neatly finished and well heated, hence
the pastor and people feel a satisfaction
in being 4t rest again in-a néw home, o
eatisfaction that is of & deepand & abid-
ing nature.

This congregution is the newest fonn
d in comnoxtion with the” denomina-
fion in the city proper. It is almost
entirely-composed of tho working classes
therefore it may casily heimagined what
difficulties were to be surmommted in n
financial' point of view in attaining to
the position it now occupies, It may be
inferred the rebuilding will leavea pres-
sure that will sit heavily for enme years
to come. Rut the members are hope-
ful and that is mnch. It is to theirere.
dit that thoughneither ns numerous nor
as wealthy as their neighbors thoy are
not behind them but the contrery in

contributing to the schemes of the
Church.

It may interest your readers to know
that we have in this province some fa-
milies who claim to be literally descen-
ded from John Howethe auther of #*Scots
Worthies ”. They live in ahd neartothe
city of Frederictown. Meeting a weel
or two ago with Mz, Stuart who minis-
ters to what used tn be culled the Free

Church congregntion in that eity, he
told mo that he had, a few days before |

that attended the funeral of an aged
woman who was & direet descendant of
the far famed John. I knew: that there
were families of that name there, Int I
did not know before the stock of which
they had come. Porheps the modern
spelling deceived me. They now spell
their nome Howic making a dissyllable
of it instead of Howe which T have al

w]uys heard it pronounced as one svlla-

e, .

T am glad to see tho question of giy-
ing to the Lord’s cause and the mode
in which it is to be done in supporting
the winistry and the schemos of the
chureh discassed in your columns, No-
thing short of an entire revolution in
the mode of chureh finance is needed
in tho present day. Soveral of thecon-
gregations of our church here have ad-
opted the weckly mode of giving, and
seversl othets are contemplating the
adoption of that plan. In some eases
the weekly celieetions go to the pasior's
support alone, the schemes of thechuch
and incidental espenses beint vaised
otherwise, in.somethe weekly eollections
are intended Lo meot all demands made
on-tho people,  All that have tri-d this
mode aro delichtedwith it, aud, the sue-
coss-attending it ias boen Vevond ail
expectations, Ilow the old pew sys.
tem held its gycand se long sgems< won-
Aerful, or it would bo so inanyihing ol
bub whevo mouey is concerned. "The
time will conis when such a modo of
giving to tho enuso of -God will seem
utterly éucrcdible. Itis anything but

creditable to us as o clmrel of Christ ' port Morvin College AN thnt we s a
that & vestige of pow ront now remins  ehnreh hiave to dois to recerve her stn-
To suppose that the working man who dentsfor the ministry when they comeup
Jing -a family to support by lus toil should  to our standards. The ehareh with which
‘herdsked:to pay as much to the support | Morvin College is econnected 13 not 1m any
of his pagtor aa the rich man who has = way responstble for tie wmnintenance of
his thousands or tens of thousands por | the Inatitution, and in the cvont of the
annum is to.absurd-to argue about. Nay . contemplated union bemng consummated.
the working man might lLave more sti- | as littlé would the wnited chaveh be re-
pend to pay for tho size of his family : sponsible for its maintenance. Morrin
may need more pew accomodation. And ' College can do the wnited church no
then the complacenoy withwhich Thave | harm and should be no hindeance to
known-and do khowmen who drive their . union. :

i They may eall nn butcunnot hear Jaur, , artuiige pastosal charges. In any eage
{ In this three partios are wronged. it s ot well to deter o vesignation till
1. The minister. The vewon that thero Lo alinost no Lougregation to leave,
D prevents bim frow giving e nome to It s painfud for 4 mimster to leave his
~the Hst 15 vt in his view and binding floch. Ve are not Likely to havo resign-

on hix comscienen, ofherwise we shall | 2tions withoat cause, and we had better

have to condemn a very Iarse mumber ' 100 mmpose wore penaifies to keep a
Uof worthy misters nosk i our chirel, | e ter s lus pastoinl eharge when his
CANA Lt is s Hint be does ot fnllan , Wsefulnens is seriously barved.  Perhaps
L with this partienlar schome lot him have | the Master has work for him else where,

the benefit of o trial like any other en- | I have no wish to make u wanton at-
“minal, but let us not depose him and tack o the present probationers ocheme

or the action of Inst Assembly. I am

earringe and paiv to give their twenty{

From Morrin we now tiurn to Queen's

{ or thirty dollars per ahnum, putting on ; College.  This Institntirn 19 older than
such w.gelf satisfied aw, as 1f they had | the disruption of 1844, * Tt i« in a sense
done something that deserved the ever- = the University of both ehnrches.  There
lasting praise -of tho clhurch, at the | are in the ¢. . Chureh worthy minis-
samd time foeling quite oftended if ask- | ters, who were educated in it before the
ed for anything on behalf of theschiemes | disruption.  Why then auy bitter feel-

of the church.
forever swept away.

kept her.

every department.

H.

S¢. Johns, 26th Mnrch,. 1872,

THOUGHTS ON THE UNION
MOVEMEN'.

Fditor Brixisi AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

Stz : That union.in itself is desirable
all.alike admit.  # Behold how good
and how' pléasant it is for brethern to
dwoll togethier in wunity.” 'The prayer
‘of the great master for his church was

|
!

b

“That they all may be one as Thou.
Fathe, art in meand I in thee, that they .

may be one in us, that the world mey
believe that Thou hastsent Me.” When
all are one and not till then, will the
world believe in Christ !

Why the disunion among those who,
in all the essentials of faith and the

Ifor an answer we have to look to the
past.  About 80 years ago divisions
aroge in the Mother Church over the
broad deep sea. Tho ovils existing in
tho father land, did not exist in this

forms of Church Government are ono ?*

Such notivns must be | ings against this now venerable Insti- !
There is an edu- , tution At the present tine it ig en- |
cation going onthat will raiscthe chureli | dowed in such o way thet it costs the
very much out of the position in which | church Lothing, It give« an edueation
a consorsative closcfistedness has long | equal to the best to be procured in our
Tho effects of that education | 1and and underinfluencesmorally favor-
are being seen on-every side, and felt in | able tosthe sons of Presbyterians. No

ono if o dislikes the Institution,is un-
der any obligation to send his sons to
it. No burden is to be imposed on the
United Chureh by its confinuing to be
under the auspicesof the church.  Sure-
lyit is a safe thing for a church of
Christ to have under her control an In-
stitution in which her sons may receive
an edueation for the Ingher walks of |
life under influences fitted to foster the
religious iinpressions wade in the Chris |
tian home. Were the United chnreh
called on to Iny anew the foundations
and endow with the treasures of her
sons such an Institution, itmight bo wise
at such & crisis in onr history to pause
before entering on such an undertnking, !
but the College on entering the VUnion |
asks nothing “froin the church and fur-
nishes un education which, not a few
who liave o regard for tho spiritual wel-
fare of their sons prizo highly. Surely
then if these things bg so, and we-speak
that which we know, ucither Queen's
Collego nor Morri College should for

one dav stand in theway of &-union so .

much to be desired. 'We have move to
say but onr space is exhansted.
Yours,
Ax Orv Kirk Misister.

—— 4

| cast him out wnheard. i

2, The congregations wre wronged,
v When thers gre no probatimers to g
ply themfor weelos wod wonth- together,
, are they tu be left withoat the ¢hldeon's
; bread, while there wre at Liund ministors
pm goud standing ready to foed thau
with the word of lile } Besidies » con
gregation inay wish to call sueli @ mini
ster and should not be refused a hiear
g of hini, I kunow oue instance at
least, in which this injustice aetnally
ocewrred.  Somesay a session may ¢
ploy such a muister, i.c., & Session do
what ig forbidden to the Dresbytery.
The supply of a vacant pulpit is in the
hands of the Presbytery to which it be-
longs and must in order be supplied
through the Presbytery or under its
sanction. Therefore,

8. The Presbyteries are avronged.
They are in duty bound to provide, as
fax iis possible, t  ordinances of grace
for all their vaeancies, When no pro-
brobations can be had vacant congrega-
tions must cither have silent Sabbath's
or the members of Preshytery mustleave
their own pulpits to supply them. That
no winister either withor withont charae

should be allowedl to fill & vacancy when |

there is a regularprobationer available I
readhly grant, but it scems like the fa-
ble of the dog in the manger to cuiupel
Presbyteries to to keep vacancies with-
out the Gospel lest they should call a
minister who is not among the.proba-
tioners. Where I o probationer I
should not covet such a degruding comm-

.pliment.

It is unfortunate ulso that’according
to the presentmanagement of the scheme
probationers are sent so ostensibly as
candidates to preach one or two Sab-
baths only, in cach congregation. I
think this is a great mistake, injurious

decidedly of opinion liowever that some
+ modification of the 1ule s necessary.
v 46 b entanied bardshap and wrong upon
vsowe, thut L kuow, 1 do not believe
v there is any LPresbytey that has fully
y carnied 1t out; and sowe vegularly pass
1 overit. Congregatious alsv rebel agaimst
{1, They cannot see why they should
§ ot bwve the setvices of numsters with-
ot charge when uo probativuers can
| be gut. 1 hope the neat Asscinbly may
j seefit to modify these rules to secure
more bberty and do justice.
Yours truly,

JusTICIA.
MEANS OP REVIVING-VITAL RE-

LIGION.

Fditor Britisk AMERICAN PREABYTERIAN

Sw,—In proseeuting our v¢marks in
reference to the most effectual mode of
reviving religion in the Church, a nwun.
ber of topics present themselves, and
seont to press for consideration,

The objeet to be mumed at, the difii-
cenlties to be encountered, the power of
Labu and especially veligious habit, the
menns of attaining the object contem-

state of religion heyond whick advance.
ment is not aitainable ? 1f the Holy
Spirit be the solo eflicient agent, what
place docs human instrumetitality, lny
or clerical, mors especiglly an educated
mmistry, Lold in the economy of yrace.
These are some of the points whick now
suggest themselves to our mind in crn-
unection with the important subject pro-
posed. »

In our Inst article, our object was to

laud, but so decply did our people in THE PROB ATI(BJERS SCHEME.

this land sympathize with the move-
ments of the church in the old country
that here, too, divisions avose.

Liditor Britisn Asenican Presuyrenias.

Sm,—In your escellent paper allow
me acorpertodirect alention to somefea-

to vacancics and to many probationers | point out the importance of faithfuily
some of whom make the best impres- | combinmg the exlubition of the funda-
sions on the people after they ave well | mental truth that o crucified Saviour is
known, others before.  dSume will not | ihie ouly grounds of the sinner's hope,
give thew name to the list beeaune they | with that other vital truth, the necessily
fecl that they are not sent, so much to | of the Spirit's agency, o give saving

i plated, 1s there such a thing asa normal
I

Tho-church that should be one is di-
vided. We pass no censure on the ear-
nest man who toreour Canadian Church
in ¢wain 28 years ngo. Good men and
true differed from each other. The
most of them have gone to that land
where all'are one ; and those who in the
church below carnest in their confic-
tiuns, opposed one another now sit to-
gethor at the same Marriage Supper of
the Lamb.

The country and the church have
changed since 1844. 'We the ministers
| of to-day area new generation, and have
| lattle sympathy with the disputes of the
past. Are we tu perpetuate the dis-
putes introduced by our fathers in the
ministry 2 Union is strength, our foes
ave many. Are not we as brethren
| shoulder to shoulder, to stand by one
another and strengthen and cheer one
another rather than keep up divisions
for which now at least there is no ne
cessity ?

That union is desirable all adwmit.
That the divisions of the past are nut
to bo perpetuanted. 15 the goneral feel
g of the wisest and best of both
churches. What then ure the obstacles
in the way ?

Lot us confine ourattention to one dif-
ficulty, the colleges. In the C. P.
Chureh thero sccias to be u ~tronyg foel
ing against Queen's and Morrin colleges,
being received into the union. Why
this should be  difficulty weecanneat say,
and to this let us contine oursclves.

As to Marrin College, it isthe result
of monoey left by & cectain individual to
the church of whicl he was a mewmtor
The late Dr. Morvin of Quebee, left
money for the endowment of a college
for the edueation of young men for the
mimstry.  Some have dembted the wis-
dom of forming an additienal college in
Quebee.  Owur own opinion is that had
. Dro Monrin left the sutn bequeathed for
{ the formation of Murrin College to
Queen s College and thas bad rendered
it more thoroughly eflicient, it woald
have been better.  But this was awunt.
4ot over which we as o churel had. no
control,  Asitis, Morrin College has
lone some good work for the ciaureh and
has cost the church uothing. Tho
chureh is not in any way bound to sup-

‘where according to an.arbitrary rule.’
-Congregations, throngh their Preshy-

turc1of the scheme for the distribution
of the Probatiuners m the Canada Pres-
bytertan Church. It has many excel-
lencies, It provides for congregations
o hearing of those on the list—sccures
for probationers an impartial opporta-
nity of being heard, and is intended to
supply vacancies in due order and pre-
vent o muwstorion vayrum,  So far it
18 good, but it 1s fur from perfeet, Nor
shall T be an enemy to it if I point out
what shovld be amended.

(L) It-professes impartiality by pnut-
mg all on the same list and o the same
footing, which would befair if they were
all sunilar, but many are very unlike
others an almost every vespect. Mr. A.
is # youth just from the Divinity Hall
to wlhotu it 18 very pleasant and profit
able to go from cud to cnd of the Do-
minion and learn by experience and ob-
servation.  The scheme suits himjwell.
Mi. B. i an ordained minister of fifteen
or twenty years experience and has ren-
«dered good service in the chureh. 1l
has o large faumily vequiring his yre-
sence at home, but he must go on the
same list, and run as fast and as far as
his young compeer.  The hoary head
and the busyant youth, the father anl]
the son together. Should not thechurch
of Chirist pay some respect to age ? Is
there not come distinetion due to those
whe luve Juboured long and wellin
word and dvclne aud rade full proct
of their iinistry ?

(TLY My, C.is a minister of many
years onod standing in our chureh. He
ciannot aud will not abandon his famils
for months together, and thevefore wil)
not go on the list of probationers, Pres-
hytericy ave strictly forbidden to emplov
hin at all, under penalty of censure. He
is virtually suspended from the ministry.
e eranot go everywhere according to.
orders. hie in therefore allowed {0 go no-

tery ask for him, their applicatiou must,

‘the H. M. FPand.

according to law, bo summarily rojected.

tako charge of the flock and do the
duties of the pastor, but more as a can-
didate for themr safferages. I know
that this 1 not necessary de gnre Lut is
the ease de_fuctos

(IIL) In connexion with this scheme
anothier rule hus been adopted Viz:--No
minister who resigns move than twice
can have his name on the probationer
list, exeept by act of Assembly. It is
well intended,Jto drop out some who
hase probably mistaken their eallingo
and have not wisdom enough to know,
it. They get calls and spoil and seatter
the flock, resign and go agnin on the
list, and so the ervor is repeated.  Semod
such may he  expected in every large
Clinrch. Tt is desirable to get rid of
them. Bnt let us take heed lest m
gathering out the tares we root out the
wheat with them. There is a certain
udinm attaches to aresignation. Penple
will ask «What is the matter withZim®.
While it may happen that his very faith-
fulness and efliciency led to the enwcum-
stances that ended in resignation.  Two
small rival cougregatious are in the
sae village,  The mmnster of the larger
one, the other being vacant, resigns in
order to canso their mnion. It mav be
a noble conrageous nct however of't re-
peated. Some cannot afford to brave
a resignation.  They will hold to thewr
pastoral cliarge and trot thro all the
vacaneies i the ehureh, hunting for a
eall. it order to a translation. They
dare not let wo the vope m the one hand
till they have got hold of the other.
There are many places where there are
two ministers and congregations in dis-
tress where one only ovght to be. Is
it wise to shalke a rod m the face of
sueh, to prevent their resignations, winle
the interests of the Cluueh and thew
own need that coarse? I know u con-
pregation which gave, I thimk, $50 to
A vival congregation
vight acvoss the street receives the saime
amount out of the fund. While cnreh
of the miuisters hava to go to other
stations,  If such charges coaldf be
united, we should encounrage it, tho’ it
might involve tho resignation of both
ministers.

This remiark has greater force in view
of tho union of the Cliurches when it
may be very desirable to have the re-
signation of not « fow, i ovder to re.

power to the doctrines preached. .\We
did su under the mapression, right or
i wrung, that the latter doctrine, although
pussessiug & prowminent place in our
evangelieal ereed, is not sufficiently re.
cognized by a large portion of the hear-
ers of the gospel, and perhaps in many
cases not duly pressed on their attention
in the ministrations of the pulpit. We
wrote, and still write, under the impres-
sion that too much reliance is placed on
the prencher and his sermon ; asaf the
spiatual - benefit depended solely, or
cheiily on the visible instrument, or the
truths uttered. If tho preacher be an
acceptable or cloquent speaker, exhibit-
mg the truth cleaxly and nnpressively,
then the temptation to rely vn visible
agency 1s strengthened, and what might
be enlled a sort of prectical ritualism union
seriously fostered when perhaps least
intended.  Multitudes become somnam-
bulized and the work of the church pax-
alyzed, through—shall we oven insinu.
ate 1t >—what s called fine preaching.
Far be it from us to condemn the latter.
On the contrary let the preaching be of
the highest order.  All that we say is,
let the people be earnestly warned against
relymng on prne men aad thexw fine sermons.
Let them Uy all means be urged to look
to the cross, but also to the Spirit, for
spiritual illnmination to enable them to
perceive the glory of the .cross. The
The conclusion, then, to which these
remarhs bring us, is simply this; that
whiie the ductrines of the cross are
fuithfudly and elualy ealiibited, let thero
be a not less fm'thfui and persistent ex-
Lubition of the nature and necessity of
tho Spirit's agency. Thevastdifierence
betyween lieaning the gospel on the prin-
eiplu of relying on the minister and his
sermon, awd hearing in a spivit of hum-
ble reliance on the Spirit, and prayer
fur hus gracious inflaence, istoo obvious
to require to be pointed out. Let mo
sumply wldd, we have work to do, for we
are fulow-Inbourers with God,  Iet us
‘then do it ma workmanlifie manner. He
who has ealled us to work has put in-
pleutcats mito owr hand-, overy way suit-
able, and has moreover promised his
Spint. Axe we duly availing oursclves
of our high advaniages ? Are wo, miue
isters, elders, and peoplo. taking God at
his word and pleading with rencwed and

_persevering earnestuess for his Spivit o
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