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COUNTY SYSTEM OF 'RAOD MAKING.

The Provincial Instructor of Public
Highways for Ontario has issued a special
report, 1n which he advocaltes a county
system of public highways, Of the advan-
tages of ttis system he says:

Under a county system, a portion of the
cost of road building is levied, in the
county rate, against the towns and villages
within the municipality for road purposes.
In order to extend this tax to the cities, 1t
will be necessury toamend the statutes.
At the present time, under township
systems, the farmers bear the entire cost.
All the expenditure placed on roads would
be spent in the county, and thus returned
in a great measure to those who con-
tributed it in the first place.

Under county control a properly organ-
ized corps of men can be employed to
build and repair roads. As at other em-
ployments, they become experienced and
do better work, and 1n the matter of repairs
are ready 10 make them as soon as signs
of wear appear.

By a county plan, uniformity of work
and system will be secured throughout the
various municipahties, whereas under
township control a diversity of plansis
sure to be adopted.

In a county plan an experienced and
properly qualified man could be employed
to have constant supervision of the work,
whereas under township control, each
municipality cannot afford to pay the
salary of such a man. Uader every good
system it is necessary to have responsi-
bility centralized and defined, not divided
and easily shifted from one to another, as
it now s under the statute labor system.

Under county control magern mach-
inery, too expensive for individual town-
ships, can be purchased and handled to
advantage, an experienced operator can
be employed for each implement, and a
better and more uniform class of work will
be secured.

A 1ownship can manage its road pro-
perly only by adopting a plan similar to
that outlined under a county system, but
by extending it over a county it becomes
more cheaply operated.

A properly connected system of leading
roads throughout the county will be ob-
tained under a county system; whereas
with each township, and even each statute
labor beat, working independently of those
around 1t, this will be lost sight of.

There is no community of interest be-
tween the townships. In one township
there is a certain leading road much
travelled and well made and maintained.
The adjoining municipality may for various

reasons not consider it of so much im-
portance as to warrant them in making an
expenditure to benefit largely their neigh-
bors who are obliged to travel overit.
During the winter months ‘when snow is
plentiful, the necessity for use of the roads
1s as great as at any other season, Dut
unfortunately often in one night they be-
come by drifts almost impassable, especial-
ly for heavy teaming ; or at least, owing to
drifts and pitchholes, ate made very un-
serviceable, The opening of snow roads
would be part of county maintenance, and
the necessity would supply implements
for doing the work promptly and cheaply.
If no greater expenditure is made upon
the roads than at present, the rate will be
reduced, because most of the township
expenditure is now placed on the leading
roads, and the township will be relieved
of thsse by a county system. Under the
county system the funds will be sufficiently

concentrated to undertake durable work,
and consequently these roads will be pro-
erly constructed and afterwards main.
faincd at a Jess cost than at present.
! A county road system equalizes the cost
of maintaining leading roads. In every
toumy within a certain radius of a market
own, traffic constantly increases as the
town is approached, The cost of con.
struction and maintenance increases in
proportion to the traffic. It is unfair 1o
charge those living near che town with the
cost of building roads to accommodate
traffic from a distance, so unfair as o
cause discouragement and often withdraws
support.

(To be Continued.)

The assignment is announced of Remi
Champagne, contractor, of Montreal,

T.A. Irving & Co., plumbers, Winnipeg,
have dissolved partnership.
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Cansda Life Building, Montreal,
Largest Works in Canada,
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Write for Prices.

BELLHOUSE, DILLON & CO., s05t. Francois Xavier st., Montreal

Sole Agents for the Compagnio Generale des Asphaites de France (Rock Asphalt).
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THE GEORGIAN BAY PORTLAND CEMENT G0.
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These works are furnished with the latest and best machinery. The raw materials

are of first-class quality. The process of
operated by experienced experts.
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For further information write

J. W. MAITLAND, Sec.~-Treas.
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Trolley Pole Brackets; Electric Light drms; Prison
and Jail Cells; Fire Escapes; Automatic Fire Shutters
and Doors; Iron Sidewallk Doors, &c. . .
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# 65 to 71 Pearl St., TORONTO, ONT.
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Woods ; Canada Paper Co.’s dam at Windsor Bliellis; G:\‘c:nur‘n:m ll‘?rl:ko:a:
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