A BTEUGGLE FOR LIFZ.

(Reprinted from the “Tract Magasine.).

. The Fal's of Niagara are in the course] heads of two of the crew. One, young
Tof the river of that name, flowing from  Ebert, yet floated—Luriied rapidly along
*#Lake Eria into Lake Ontario., The river, towards the falls, down whick he we:l knew
s sbove the falls is considerably wider than | that no man had eves ¢une and lived. A
Hbalow. A largeisland (called Goat Istand) | few yards more ouly remained to be tra-
£ divides the stream into two parts, which, versed before he must take that fearful
ra callel the American Fall aul the  plunge, and bs no more teen; when before
" Horseshoe Fall.  The former, from the , him appeared s log of timber firmly jam-
ater beiug more closed upe by rocks, is | med between the rocks in the stream. By
x feot higher than the latter. A picter- | & desperate effurt he grasped it, and drew
s 05qie bridgs conueets Goat Island with | himseclf out of the water. Nigbt had come
the'Americm shore. Thespace abuvethe { on; no une mes likely to pass; his vuice
S@&lls, for some distance, is calied theRapids | could not be heard amid the roar of the
ﬁg«.fmm the fearfully impetuous way in  cataract. There he was discovered, siill
Toawhich the water rashes over itsrocky bad., clinging, whea moining Jdawuned—aboat
How vast the volume of wateris which | half way between the bridge lealing tc
flows downward in these calaracts may be  Guat Xslaud and the Amorican fell. The
npposed, when it is known that it forms | bridge and the noighbouring shores were
the chief prrt of the stream of tae mighty | Sovn orowded with auxious speetatore, A,
= 8t Lawrenc: before it is joined by the fellow ereatuse rejoicing in yoush apd
ttawa. The watorin the rapide—Ilondly | strength was plaved ina pusition of the
aring—-leaps, bublles, and hisses, us it | moust fearful pesil.  How can ho boreseued ?
% rushes impetuously on with & power which | was the question,
o boxt can stem, till it takes its final Jeap| He was av neur, thulit seomed almosi.
linto the seething cauldron below. Above | as if & band streteled out would save him.
“ithe rapids the rives is navigable into Luke  But the ficree tapids rushed between him
% Erle, ) and the shore, where slone safety could be
%] Three men were employed in loading a | found. Esery ons #as eager to offer a3-
“Jmall evaf, with sand, the youngest of wbom, | sistance; but awoug all that crowd there
>4Josoph Elort. wag atall, fine, active Ld of | was no vbe with the practical knuwledge
Jtightean Towards evening, their lask ac. ) which enabled Lim to render effcctual aid
“itomplished, they launched forth in theii jin the emergency.  Somctimes Ebert
~little boat to eateh soms fish fur supper.— |, might Le seen walkiug sbout on the rocks
i Seldora hiad they found better spoust, aud | surrounling the log, as if contemplating
i engrossed did they become ia i, that, the pussibility of swimming on shore; but
“{they did not discaver that their boat was | bo Was Lukonal Lack by the spectators,
Sdifting  down the stream. | A sudden, A small stiong raft was at Jeugth formed,’
whirlof the punt, as she lifted to & wave, | and, by means of ropes, allowed to float
> made them luvk up, when to their Jismay, , down tonards him. All auxiously watulied
~they discuvered that they wore within the , ils progre-a. Tt fluated Luoyantly—it was.
pwer of the dreaded rapids.  In vain,  almost withis Lis readi—in auother minute
seizing their oars, they tugred and tuggeld | he wight by suvedl—wlien the rope became
? gain the shore—they shricked in their Jammed in the roks. A ery of regret
lespairing cHurtswthe waters seemed to | escaped the crawd. Elet alter conten ~
answer mockingly. A oar broke, leaving | plating the 1aft fue sue time, ofid down
';j,v'{‘.:am more helpless still,  The bLoat atik- | into the water, waded out wutil he could
?”'lng 2 rock was dashed to pieces, and the reach the rupe, anl after great Iabour sue~
¢ st inctont the waters closed ovar the! ceeded in freving it from the rucks. T 3
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