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der to the insatiable thirst of Napoleon for
universal supreniacy. We can scarceiy es-
tirnate the real value of that %vondrous
battie; or con ceive of the entire overthrow
of empires and destruction of establishied
civilizations tiîat would liave folIowved if tiîat
ail-important and dccisive victory haci not
changed the wlhole face of Europe.

At first the turning points of individual
life and those of national life appear ývide1y
separated, but the intervening distance
diminishies before the sturdy steps of inquiry
and researchi.
"once to every man and nation cornes the nmoment to

decidle,
ln the strife cf Truth with FaIsehood for the good or

evil side."

ALUMNA3 DAY.
THE last Friday of the Collegiate year

knowvn as Alumnoe Day, and devoted exclu-
sively to, the interests of the Association,
wit"éssed the usual reunion. The College
liait had been tastefully decorated for the
occasion wvitli flags and evergreens, and the
piatform with a profusion of flowers and
tropical plants. By ii a. m., a number of
city friends had assembled, to be present at
the annual open meeting, and we noticed
not a few of our former non-resident gradu-
ates who hiad returued for the Commence-
ment exercises. In addition to the Presi-
dent and Secretary of the Association, there
were present on the platforiii the Rev. Wnî.
Williams, of Guelph, who hiad been requested
to deliver the annual address, also several of
the Board of Directors and of the city min-
isters-Doctor Burns occupying the chair.

The proceedings were opened withi sing-
ing and prayer, followed by a piano solo from
Miss Rosebrughi. The Chairman made a
few introductory remarks in reference to
college li;fe, and expressed his pleasure at
seeing so many of the old graduates present.
he annual report wvas then read by the

Secretary after which Mrs. T. H. Pratt,
with a few graceful words of welcome, con-
gratulated tlîe nine successful candidates at
the recent examinations, and admitted them
as members. A song, given by Miss Evans
preceded the introduction of the Rev. W.
Williams by the Chairman.

RE-V. W\. W. WILLIAMS said lie wvas about
to make lus maiden speech before an asso-
ciation of tlîis kind. He wislied to greet

most cordially the President and alunme
upon this occasion, and said lie would take
for bis topie "le Sclîool of Life." Hol
said: Educating influences were around tliem
fr-or the very earliest perioci of tlieir his.tory.
Iu infancy the mind wvas not a niere piece of
biank paper Nvaiting to be written upon, but
an active and extremely inquisitive agent.
Every look of the infant eyes wvas a question,
and the little bauds wvent out on voyages of
discovery to every thing withiîi their range.
Flow soon the chuld discovered the difference
between lhot and cold. For years, sorne of
themi the most important of life, wvhcn the
mutîd wvas most impressibie, the educating
influences of home wvere enjoyed, and wlien
tue school, properly so calted, claimied some
hours of alrnost e ery day, the former did
not cease. An d, Ien, si de by side wvitl the
home aîid day sciîools, wvere the Sabbath-
school and the cliurch, forming character
and sanc.tifying life's aims and enjoyments.
Happy tlîey who, from. thé conîbined use of
P.1 tiiese, advantages, built Up a pure and
hiopeful and happy girillîood-fit préparation
for a lofty and usefut wvomanhood.

But tue time came in many a young life,
as it came to them, wlien the associations of
home gave place to tiiose of the distant
sehool, wtien ttîe separation of a few' hours
a day wvas foliowved by absenîce for monttxs
toge ther. Important as the cliaracter of Élie
institution wvas, thueir own person-' hiaracter
and purposes were of stiit greacer inomexît.
Those w1ho wvere faittîful to themselves and
tlîeir opportunities would reap a luarvest of
thoughît aud feeling incalculably precious.
But the time camne wlîen tlîey must appear
as students in a stiti grauder schîool. The
rev. gentleman liere went on to describe the
duties to be perforîned in the great sctîooi of
life, in whîch lie said there were many op-
tions. They could xîot learn everyýtliing that
waited to be taughit. Whether sooiat stand-
ing, inteliectuat eminence, artistic taste of
skili, or tlîe liighier nobility of practical
industry should zicati ýfortlu tlîeir powvers it
was for tlîem to determine according to their
circumnstances and tendencies. Womian's
power 'vas not that of tue iiglîtning flashing
and scatluing and speaking in tlîunder, but
that of the lighit, quietiy painting the grass
and flowers; not tlîat of tlîe 1. --rricane
sweepiug ail before it in its destructive rush,
but that of the summer's breeze gentty stir-


