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THE CONQUEROR OF QUEBEC.
BY PROF. GOLDWIN SMITH, D.C.L.

His first regimental minute, of which his biogrzpher gives us
an abstract, cvinces a care for his men which rsust have becn
almost startling in the days of *“ Hangman Hzwley.” He desires
to be acquainted in writing with the men and the companies they
belong to, and as soon as possible with their character, that he
may know the proper objects to encourage, and those over whom
it will be ncecessary to keep a strict hand. The officers are en-
joined to visit the soldiers’ quarters frequently ; now and then to
go round between nine and cleven o'clock at night, and not
trust to sergeants’ reports.  They are also requested to watch the
looks of the privates, and observe whether any of them were paler
than usual, that the reason might be inquired into and proper
means used to restore them to their former vigour, Subalterns
are told that ** a young oflicer should not think that he does too
much.” But firmness, and great firmness, must have been re-
quired. as well as watchfulness and kindness. His confidential
expressions with regard to the state of the army are as strong as
words can make them.  * 1 have a very mean opinion of the In-
fantry in general. 1 know their discipline to be bad and their
valour precanous. ‘They are casily put into disorder and hard to
recover out of . They frequently kill their officers in their fear,
and murder one another in their confusion.”  “ Nothing, I think,
can hurt thew disciphine—it is at its worst.  They shall drink and
swear, plunder and murder, with any troops in Europe, the Cos-
sacks and Calmucks themselves not excepted.” * If I stay much
longer with the regiment I shall be perfectly corrupt ; the officers
are lovse and profhgate and the soldiers arc very devils”” He
brought the 07th, however, into such a condition that it remained
a model regument for years after he was gone.

Nor were the duties of a commanding officer in Scotland at
thal penod merely military.  In the Highlands especially, he was
cmployed 1 quenching the smoking embers of rebellion, and in
re-orgamizing the country atter the anarchy of civil war.  Disarm-
ing had to be done, and suppression of the Highland costume,
which now marks the Queen’s favonte regiment, but then marked
a rebel,
have not the trained self-command which belongs to a good police,
and for which the Insh Constabulary are as remarkable as they
are for courage and vigour.  Even Wolfe's sentiments contracted
a tinge of cruclty from lus occupation.  In one i his subsequent
letters he avows a design which would have led to the massacre
of a wnole clan. ** Would you behieve that 1am so bloody ?”
We do not beieve that he was so bloody, and are confident that
the design, 1t 1t was ever really, fonmed, would not have been
arned anto eifect. But the passage s the most paful one in
s letten. “The net result of his military administration, how-

This 1s bad, as well as unworthy, work for soldiers, who .

" truth, religion, and virtue at a great distance.

cver, was that the people of Inverness were willing to celebrate
the Duke of Cumberland’s birthday, though they were not willing
to comply with the insolent demand of Colonel Lord Bury, who
had come down to take the command for a short time, that they
should celebrate it on the anniversary of Culloden. It isa highly
probable tradition that the formation of Highland regiments was
suggested by Wolfe,

In a passage which we have quoted, Wolfe glances. at the
awkward and perilous position in which a young commander was
plared in having 10 control the moral habits of officers his equals
in age, and to rebuke the passions which mutinied 1n his own
blood. He could hardly be expected to keep himself immacu-
late. But he 1s always struggling to do right and repentaut when
he does wrong.  * We use avery dangerous freedom andloosenessof
speech among ourselves ; thi: by degrees makes wickedness and
debauchery-less odious than it should be, if not familiar, and sets
I hear things every

' day said that would Shock your ears, and often say things myself

that are not fit to be sepzated, perhaps without any i) intention,
but merely by the force of custom. The best that can be offered
in our defence is that some -of us see the evil and wish to avoid
it.” Among the very early letters there is one to his brother
about * pretty mantua makets,” etc. ; but it is evidently ndbthing
but a nominal deference to the military immorality ot the age,
Once when on a short visit to London, and away from the restrain-
ing rcsponsibilities of his command, Wollfe, according to his own
account, iupscd into debauchery. “ In that short time I com-
mitted more imprudent acts than in all my life before. I lived
in the idlest [most] dissolute, abandoned manner that could be
conceived, and that not out of vice, which is the most extraor-
dinary part of it. I have escaped at length and am once more
master of my reason, and hereafter it shall rule my conduct ; at
least I hope so.” Perhaps the lapse may have been worse by
contrast than in itself. ‘The intensity of pure affection which
pervades all Wolfe'’s letters is sufficient proof that he had never
abandoned himself to sensuality to an extent sufficient to corrupt
his heart. The age was profoundedly sceptical, and if the
scepticism had not spread to the army the scoffing had.  Wolfe
more than once tatks highly of going to church as 2 polite form ;
but he appears always to bhave a practical belief in God.

It is worthy of remark that a plunge into London dissipation
follows very cicsely upon the disappointment of an honorable
passion. Wolfe had a certain turn of mind which favoured
matrimony * proJdigiously,” and he had fallen very much in love
with Miss Lawson, Maid of Honor to the Princess of Wales. But
the old General and Mrs. Wolfe opposed the match, apparently
on pecuniary grounds. “ They have their eye upon one of
£30,000." Miss Lawson had only £12,000. Parents had more
authority then than they have now ; Wolfe was excecdingly duti-
ful, and he allowed the old people, on whom, from the insufficiency
of his pay, he was still partly dependent to break off the affair.
Such at l2ast seemgto have been the history of its termination.
The way in which Wolfe records the catastrophe, it must be owned
is very romanuc.  * ‘This last disappointment in love has changed
my natural disposition to such a degree that 1 belicve it is now
possublc that I might prevail upon mysclf not to refuse twenty or
thirty thousand pounds, if, properly offered. Rage and despair
do not commonly preduce such reasonable effects ; nor are they
the instruments to make a man’s fortune by, but in particular
cases.” 1t was long, however, before he could think of Miss
Lawson without a pang, and the sight of her protrait he tells us
takes away his appetite for some days.



