
96TI-L CANADA LANCET.

Whcin the patient enters the liospital the day, before the operation,
lie is given twvo ounces of castor oil in lager beer, which disguises the
taste, fol1owved by a sniall anîount of beer. A liglit supper and bot
are given the evening l)efore the o.peration, but nothingr i n the way of
food or drink is givcn the mnorning of operation. 'l'le diet for supper
is modified in stomiach cases. They get egg-niog or inilkz only and their
stomnachis are wvashed out if there is any obstruction.

Ail cases are shavtd in the preparation room on the niorning of
operation. Nothîng is applied- tri the sh-aved surface. They are ivaslied
%vith' ordinary soap and xvater, using only gauze sponges on the operat-
ing table, after which the operative field is washed off xvith Harrington's
solution for thirty seconds, and then thoroughly wil 70 per cent. alcohiol.

H-arrington's solution is expected to, dcstroy gerni life in thirtv
seconds. The formula of this solution is

1-Iydrarg. Bicior ................................... 3-2

Acid hydrochiorie ................................ 240-0

Aq. dest............................ ............. 1,2oo-o
Alcohiol...............................................2,56o

In dirty emergency cases and those with plaster adhering, spirit-
of turpentine is used to, dean the surface. In cases suffering- f ron
shock saline solution is given per rectum, about one quart being admin-
istered, and tlîis may be repeated. Occasionally brandy is given with
the saline solution. Saline is rarely used subcutaneously. A hypo of
strychnine is rarely used.

Stoînach and goitre cases are given morph., gr. 1/6, onie-hialf hour
before operation, and goitre cases get, in addition, atrop. sulph., gr.
1 /120.

Hot water is conîrenced on afternoon of operation, one ounce at
a time in ordinary cases. In suture cases of the stomnach lhot wvater is
commenced in twenty-four lîours, beer on the second day, buttcrmilk
on the third, aiternating %vith the beer; toast and ligrht diet on ei-lith
or~ ninthi day, gradually going to solid foodl. If vomiting is protracted
or returns, the stomnach is w'ashed out and calomiel, gr. 1, is given until
eighit or nine doses are taken. Llncomplicated abdominal cases get one
ounce of castor oil on the fourth day. Drainage cases are îlot usuallv
griven castor oil until the seventh day. Soap enenias are gkeýn at any
tinme gas becornes troublesone. Seidlitz poivder is given iii gali blad-
der cases on the sixth day. Cascara in stoniach cases on the tenth
day. In cases showing obstructive signs a long rectal tube is used for
lenata, first -withi soap and water, second wvith magnesia sulph. and

Zgh'cerine, third with one drachrn of alum to a pint of water, fourth, if
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